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himſelfe before his Lord, for eating 
of the Figges. 


bound, ſuppoſed that he was not pzofftable hee 
ſent him to labour in the flelds, and to digge and 
delue in the earth. And on a dap, as his Lozd walked 
in the fields, one of his labourers gathered figs, and 
pzeſented them vnto him, ſaying, Þy Loꝛd, take theſs 
Figs as fo? the firſt fruit of thy field. And the Loꝛd re⸗ 
tetued them toyfully, and delivered them to his ſer⸗ 
uant Agapotus, charging him to keepe them till he res 
turned from his baine. And it hapned, that Eſop com- 
ming from his labour, demanded his dinner, like as he 
was accuſtomed; and Agapotus which kept the 
ate of them, e ſaid to ons of his fellowes, Af A 
not doubt and feare mp maſter, J would eat all the 
figs. Andhis fellow ſaid, if thou wilt let me eat u 
thee, 3 ſhall finde a craft that we ſhall haue 
blame ne harmetherefoze- How may p5ᷣ be ſaid Apa 
potus? To whom his fellow faid, when my Lo2d 
come honie, we will ſap to him, that Eſop eaten 
them. And becauſe he cannot ſpeake, he ſhall nat ex⸗ 
cuſe himl elfe, theretoꝛe he ſhall be well beaten. Ad 
hereupon they went and ate the figs betwene them 
both, ſaying. this villaine ſhall bee well beaten. And 
when their Loꝛd came home, hee commanded Ag 
tus to bzing him the figg:and Agapotus ſaid vnto 
Dir, ohen Eſop came from his labsur from the feld, 
he found the celler open, and went in without reaſon, 
and hath cate all the =—_— And whenthe Lozh * 
heard 
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eard this, he was much angry, and ſati2: call to m 
(op, to whom he ſaid,thou counterfeit churle, how is 
this hapned, that thou haſt not been affraid to eat my 
fiages - whereof Eſop was affraid, and beheld them 
bad accuſed him. And the Lo2d commanded to 


take off his clothes and let him be beaten, but he kn · 


led downe at the Loꝛds f&t, and by ſignes (becauſe 
de could nat ſpeake) pꝛayed his Loꝛd to giue bimſpacg 
to excuſe him a his L oꝛd granted if to him. And anon 
after, he toke a veflel{ full gf hat water, which was on 
the fire, and powzed the ſame into a baſon, and dꝛanke 
thereof. And anon after her put his finger into bis 
mouth, and cal pp all that was in his Fomack, which 
gag onely pater, fo2 that day hee had taſted nothing 
water: and he p24ved that his accuſers might (em- 
lablp dainke of the water as he had done. Andſo they 
did, and held their hend befoze their mouthes becauſt 
p would not vount. But becauſe the water was 

t, and their ſtomackes ieſolued by the water, they 
ited bp the water, and the figges together. And 
when the Loꝛd ſaw it, he ſaid to them, Why haue pg 
lied to me againſt this El1op which cannot ſpeakerand 
en be. commanded to ſpoile them, and beat them 
openlp,ſaping: Mhoſoeuer doth, oz lapeth wꝛong vp» 
XX ſhall be puniſhed with che ſame paine that ig 


op returncdagaine to his labour. And as he labou- 
ted in the field there came a pꝛieſt named Iſidis, which 
ment toward the citie and had loft his wap. And her 
teing Elop, pꝛaped him that hee would ſhew him the 
right way ts the Citie. And Eſop receiued him ioy⸗ 
fully, and made him to it downe vnder a figge tree, 
5 7 and 


ie therefoꝛe And theſe things ſeene c experimented. 
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and ſet beloꝛe him bead, hearbes, ſigges and Dates? 
and made ſtanes to him tu tat, and dzew water of & 
pit, and gaue him to dzinke. And when hee had well 
eaten her tooke him by the hand, and ſet him in the 
right way foꝛ to gde to the Citie. After which things 
done, the Pꝛiſt liſt up his hand to heauen making his 


pꝛapers to the gods (02 Elop, of whom he receiued ſo 


god refreſhing. 
How the Goddeſſe of Hoſpitalitie gaue 
ſpecch of tongue to Eſop, and 
how he was ſold. 
Hen Eſop returned to his lahour, and after when 
he had well laboured for tu eſchew 5ᷣ great heate 

of the Sun after this bſage ) he went into the ſhadow 
fo: to reſt and flæpe vnder a tre. And when the Gods 
deſſe of Hoſpitality appeared vnto him, and gave him 
Sapience and Abilitp, allo ſhe gaue to him the gift of 
ſpeech, foz to ſpeake diuers ſables and inuentions, as 
to hun which was right deuoute ta hoſpitalitie. And 
after when Elop was awaticd,he began to ſap to him⸗ 
ſelfe; J haue not onelp Cept_Lut (weetlp reſted, but al- 
ſs Jhauec had a faire dꝛeame, e without any impeach⸗ 
ment, Xſpeake, ⁊ all that Jſee A call by their pzoper 
names :as an hozſe, anor, a chariot, and to all other 
things, I can giue to euerp one his nave. Foz J haue 
reteiued ſuovenlp the grace of this knowledge, foz the 
great pitty that J hane had on them which lacked hol⸗ 
pitalitte;foz he that doth well, ovght to haue god hope 
in God, that he ſhall haue god reward therefoze, and 
therefoꝛe Jthalinot labour leſſe than J did befoze. And 
thus when Eſop began to labour, there came he þ had 
the charge of the field, and the 3 anon he be⸗ 

3 - gan 
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gan to beat one of the labourers grieuouſip, whereat 

Eiop was greatlp diſpleaſed, 4 ſaid to him in this mas 
ner: *Ubp beateſt thou him fo2 nought - and cuerp 
honre thou co ùmeſt + beateſt vs without any cauſe, 
thou killeſt vs and doeſt nought thy ſelte. But J (hall 
tell to my Loꝛd all this matter like as thou ſhalt well 
know of it. And when the Pzocuratoz heard him cal⸗ 

led by his owne name Zenas, hemarvelled that Eſop 

ſpake and thought in himſelfe, XI ſhall goe befoꝛe mp 
Lo2d,totheend that this foule villaine complaine not 
of me, and that my Loꝛd put not me from mp plate. 
And he tooke his mule, and rode vnto the citie, c tame 
to his Lo2d, and ſaid, y Lozd, J humbly ſalute you. 
And the Lozd loked on him and ſatd, why commeſt 
thou ſo affcaid and troubhled: And Zena: ſaid vnto 
him, that now in 5 ficld is hapned a thing monffroug 
What is that ſaid the Lo2d : haue the trees bꝛought 
fozth their fruit befoꝛe their time, oz haue the beaſts 

bꝛought fozth their fruit againſt nature ⸗ And Zenas 
anſwered him: nap my Lozd, but the croked churle, 
the conterfeited Eſop beginneth to ſpeake clearelp. 


CTrulp laid his Lo2d, this indeed is a thing that to me 


ſxmeth monſterous: yea fozſoth,'ſaid Zenas. Then 
(3 the Kozd, we fee daily many men when they bee 
angry cannot ſpeake, but when they be in peace, can 
well ſpeake, and proffer things. And then Zenasſaid, 
my Loꝛd, he can ſpeake aboue all other, ę hathſatd to 
me things contumeliot's, blaſphemous, and villat« 
nous, of the and all thy gods. TWhereat his Lozd 
was verp. angry, and laid, Goe thou to the field, and 


what wilt thou doe with him, doe it, ſell him, o2 give 


him, oz loſe him, foz J giue him to thee. And then 
Zcnag 
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Zenas toe his gift by wziting, and tame agattie' 
the field, and ſaid to Eſop, now thou art mine, and i 
my power, foꝛ my Loꝛd hath giuen thee to me, ; 
brcauſe thou art a villaine and aneutll rhurle, A hall 
ſell thee vtterly. And then it foztuneothat a Perchank 
that has bought ſeruants. came into the fleld fo bay. 
bealts, foz to beate over his merchandize to E * 
the which met with Zenas, and he laluted hum, and ves, 
manded of hint if he had anp beaſts to ſell. And Zeuas 
anfwered, that foz nothing he thould finde id beate ta 
ſelf, but Jhaue aſerwant which is nat faire, and ha ig. 
of a good age, which if thou wilt thou Walt buy, And... 
the Perchant ſatd, he would firſt. ſehint. Ane then 

Zenas called Eſop and ſhewedhim ta the hank; 
And when the Perchant ſaw him ſb'fonle and de 
med, he ſaid in this manner: Kram whence is 
villaine come. and this trumpet of Tragetentus 

is a fatrt merchandize, fo2 if he had not à voice, 

ould fie him koꝛ a bottle fwl of wind: y& be t 

ottupitd to bꝛing me hither to ſhew me this 191 


J 
— 
4 

* 
. 


ſonage, J ſuppoſed thou wouldeſt haue ſold to me . 
comely ſeruant, honeſt and pleaſant. And then the 
Merchant returned on his wap, e Eſop followed hum 
faving in this manner. Abide a little here, 4 the Per 
chant faid,hinder me nat billain,foz thou maieſt haue 
no pꝛolit of me: foꝛ if à bouaht thee. J ſhould be called 
the Merchant of fooles ano of vaine things. And 
then Eſop faid vnto him, Mherefoze att thon then . 
tome hither ? and the Merchant anſwered him, to | 
bny ſome thing that is fatre and comelp, but thon 
art foule, deko; med, loathſome, and connterfeited?. . 
WMheretoze J meane to _ no whit at all 255 | 
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With ſuch merchandize. And then Elopſaid, if thor 

wilt buy me, thou ſhalt lerſe nothing. And the Mer · 
ant demanded wherein maieſt thou doe me any pꝛo⸗ 

: then Eſop ſaid : Be there not in thy houſe littls 


childzen, ne in the fowne that cry and run? buy meg 


and thou halt doe wiſelp, and halt be their Paſter, 
fo; they ſhall dzead 4 feare me like a falſe biſage.And 
then the Merchant ſmiled at the woꝛzds of Eſop, and 
returned back to Zcnas aſking him how he would ſell 

t faire merchandize.Zcnas ſaid vnto him, gine me 
thirty pound oz thzee halle pence fo2 him: foz J wot 
woll that no man will buy bim and then d Perchant 
pad 7 2 much as he was well cantent with, 
and Eſop went with his maſter into his country. And 


i lp or the mother : then ſaiv Eſop to the @er- 
nt, Now thalt thou hau * * of that J have 
omiſed,foz ſince theſe two little childzen haue (@ne 
me, they haue ben till and afeard . And then the ꝙer · 
chant laughing, bade him to enter, and he ſering his fel- 
lows faire and pleaſant, ſaluted them ſaping: J ſalute 
a my fajre fellowes. Now when they ſaw Ep 
thep ſaid all, we ſhall haue anon a faire perſonage, 
what will our maſter doe to bu ſuch a man, ſo fouls 
e ſo tefoꝛmed: And their Lozd anſwered, becauſe that 
IJ haue found mo beaſts to helpe pou, ther eſoze I haue 
banght this gallant, to helpe po# to beare pour car- 
e, wherefo:e depart among pou the fardels fo; 
tobeare. And Eſop ſaid to them, O my god fellowes 
vs ſet well that Jam the leaſt and fe&bleft, I p;ap pou 
therefoze to gine me the lighteſt burthen : and his fel- 
lowes (aid to hin, vecauſe thou maieſt beare * 
ws | e 


* 
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Co whom Eſop (aid, becauſe ye doe all the labour, if 
is not meet that & onely ſhould be idle, and vnpʒoũta 
ble to mp Los. 


How Eſop demanded the lighter burthen, but to the 

ſec ming he cooke the heauieſt, which was at 

laſt the lighteſt, and io hc beguiled 
his fellowes. N 

Hen his felowes ſaid to him thus, which wilt 

thou beare: And Eſop beholding all the burthens. 

fardles, packs andpaniars, take a panier full of 
bzead, which two of the bearers were ready to haus 
bozne ano ſaid:iet me haus this panier to bears. Then 
they ſaid he was the maſt ſale of thẽ, betauſe he might 
haue choſen the lighteſt, and took the heameT. But hie 
take the panier of bzead,and went fozth befozeall 
fellowes : which when his fellowes beheld and law, 
they all ſaid that their maſter had not lo his money 
foz he was ſtrong, and might bears pet a hoauter bur- 
then; e thus they mocked him, but alwaies Eſop was 
at his lodging befoze his fellows. And when they were 
artved at their lodging, their Paſker' made them ta 
ret, 4 commanded Elop to bꝛing foꝛth baead to eate, 
and (9 he toke bꝛead out of his panier, that his panier 
was halfe emptie. And when they had well eaten, 
each of them toke his burthen, and Eſop bo2e lefle 
than he did, and came to his lodging befoze his fet- 
lowes, and at ſupper he gaue ſo much bzeav, that his 
pannier was all empty. And on the next dap hs took 
dis panier, and went ſo ſaſt befoze his fellowes that 
they knew him not, ſo that one demanded, 
is he that goeth ſo farre beſoʒe vs: and 


laid, 
W 


3 The life of Flop, 
it is the troke backed and courterfeifed C{nrle» 


which by his ſuvtiltte hath deceined vs that bare th⸗ 


burthens not conſumed by the wap, but he hath anoi- 
ded his burden, is moꝛe wily than we be. And when 
they came to @pheſus,the merchant led his merchan- 
dize to the market, and alſo his thꝛe ſeruants to ſell, 
which were named Garmaticus, Saltis, and Eſop: and 

a merchant ſaid to him, ik thou wilt ſell thy ſeruants at 
areaſonable pꝛiſe, there is a Philoſopher named Exan- 


tus, to whom much people goe to learne at a place calc 


led So non, leade thy ſeruants thither, and the philo« 


ſopher will buy them: and the merchant did well arap 
Garmarijcuse Saltis with new robes,andled them thi- 


cher foz to ſell : but becauſe Eſop was ſo foule e loth- 
ſo ne, he was clad in canuas, and was ſet between the 
other two which were faire, pleaſant, and well fanou- 
red men; but all they that beheld Fſop, were abaſhey 
betatſſe of his defoʒmity, ſaping: From Whence com 
meth this fellow - and becauſe they ſo wond2ed at 
pou he loked all ouerth vartly on them boldly. 
Of the ſecond ſale of Eſap. 
Ndwhen the market dap came,Exantus thePhis 


loſopher departed out of his houſe, and went 


to and fro th2oughout the market, and he la v theſe 
two poung men, and EN op ſtanding betwene them, 
twhercat he marueled greatly foz what canſe the mer⸗ 
chant had ſo ſozted them, and ap2oaching to one of 
them, be ſaid in this manner, Df what country art 


thou e and he anſwered, J am of Cappadoce. And Ex- 


antus de manded of him, faping : what canſt thou 
doe: And he anlwered, A can doe all things that 


thou wilt: which anſwer when Eſop heard, he 


laughed 
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laughed, ſhewing his great teth : and all the ſchollers 
that were there with Exantus beholding Eſop ſoſoze 
laughing, and ſhewing his great teeth, they thought 
they law a monſter and not a man, and laid to their 
kellowes, this great whoꝛſon hath very big testh . And 
ſome aſked what they had ſerne, and they ſaid, that hs 
ſoze laughed, and ſhewed them his teeth, and ſome 
ſatd he laughed not, but that he was a cold on his 
teeth: and one of them demanded wherefoze he laugh; 
ed, calling him gentle gallant : and he (aid what hall 
thou to doe the: ewith knaue - goe thy wap : and that 
ſcholar departed all aſhamed, following his Paſter. 
And then Exancus demanded the pꝛice of Salcis : CE the: 
Perchant ſaid that he ſhould pay foz him a thouſand 
pence:and Exantu eſteeming the pgtce ouer deare, ra⸗ 
turned to the other fellow, and ſaid to him, Df whence. 
art thou⸗ and he ſaid, of Lido; and Exantus aſked ot 
him: what canſt thou doe? and he ſaid, I carl dos all 
that thou werneſt: and when Elopheard theſe wozds, 
hee laughed moze than he did befoze. And when the 
ſcholars ſaw him laugh againe, thep ſaid: this feilow 
lavgheth at all things. Then Exantus demanded the 
p2ice of Garmaticus, and the Perchant ſaid thzwP» 
crownes, which Exantus thought to deare,+ went his 
wap. Thenthe ſcholars ſatd to their Paſter, Theſe 
ſeruantspleaſe thee not pes, ſaid Exancus,thep pleaſe 
me well, but it is ordained in our City, that no ſer⸗ 
vant ſhould be ought at ſo high a v2ice, vpon a great 
paine, And one of the ſcholars ſaid : ſ&ing they that 
be faire cannot be bought, bup him that is fonle and 
defozmed, truly he ſhall doe the ſome ſeruice, and the 
pꝛies that he (hall be ſold foz, we our ſelues will pay 
d 
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And Exaricus ſaid to then Jf 3 ſhould buy this vil! 


laine that is ſo foule ano vncleane,mp wife would not 
be well pleaſed, foꝛ the is ſo curious, that hee way not 
ſuffer her ſelfe to be ſerued of ſucha counterfeited ler 
nant, And then the ſcholars ſaid, Balter thou doclt 
many things, with which thy wife (hall not gaineſay 
no: meddle. Then Ex intus ſaid to them, Let vs then 
demand of him what he can doe; leſt foz default of al 
king we ſhould loſe our money. Then Exantus turned 
hun to Elopandſaid, God ſaue thee poung man: and 
Elop ſaid to him in this manner, J pꝛap thee grieue 
me not. Then Exautus ſaid to Elop, ſalute vou. Do 
doe I ther, ſaid Eſop. TUell,leaue theſe mocks,ſaid Ex- 
antus, and anſwer me that I ſhall demand: and he 
aſked; what art thou: and Ep anſwered, J am of 
eh and bone. Then Exantus ſaid, à demand not 
that, but where waſt thou bozne ? and Elop anſwered, 
Ja the wombe of mp mother : and Exantus (aid, pet 
I aſke not that of thee, but J aſke of the in what 
place thou wett bozne : and Elop ſaid, my mother 
neuer told na aſſuted mæ, whether lhe was deliue ; 
red of me in the chainber oz in the hall. Then Exan- 
tus ſaid, J p2ay the tell me what thou canſt doe: 
Eſop ſaid, ngthing. Exantus ſatd : What canſt thou 
doe nothing: Eſop ſaid, no. Mherefoze, ſaid Ex- 
ant us? Becauſe ſaid Elop, my fellowes ſap they can 
doe all things, and then will they leaus nothing foz 
me tc doe. Then the ſcholars were much abaſhed, 
and had great maruell at him, fapting : This fellow 


anſ wereth by diuine wiſedame, foꝛ there is none to he 


found that can doe all things, etherefoze he laughed. 


Then Exancus ſaid, F pꝛay the tell me if thou wilt 


tyat 
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that J (ball huy thee : and Eſop ſaid, That is inthee 
nd man ſhall con ſtraine thee thereto: neuettheleſſe it 
thou wilt buy me, open thy purſe, and tell the monep, 
and make the bargaine. Then the ſcholars ſware 
by all the gods, this fellow excaderh our Paſter. 
Chen Exantus ſaid ta him in this manner, It J buy 
the, wilt thou not runne away: Then Eſop anſwee 
red, if thou thinke that J will runne awap, J counſell 
thee not to buy mee. Sur elp, ſaid Exantus, thou ſaieſt 
well. but thou art very loathſome and defozmed. Ta 
whom Elop ſaid, Pen qught not onely to behold the 
face of a man, but rather regard the caurage. They 
Exantus demandes of the Perchant, what ſhal J pay 
foz this Elo: And the Þerchant ſaid to him thou art 
aſoliſh Perchant to leaue theſe ſaire and godly ſer⸗ 
pants and to take him that can doe nothing, take one 
of theſe two, and let this Aide gec : and Exantus ſaid, 
I require thee to tell me what J ſhall pay. Then the 
Merchant ſaid thꝛeeſcoze pence. Then the Scholars 
fold out the money to the Perchant, and thus by thig 
bargaine, Eſop became ſeruant vnto Exantus. and 
when the banquers receiued the money foz the ſale a 
Eſop, thep demanded curiouſly who were the buper 
and ſeller. Then Exancus and the Perchant comes 
pounded and accg2ded betweys them, that hee had 
not bin ſold foz ſo much monep. Eut Eiop ſaid tothe 
Banquera, this is he that hath bought mer, and this 
is he that hath ſold mee, which thing they will deny, 
wherefoze JA affirme and ſay, that Jam free. Then 
the Banguers laughed at this cauillation, and went 
and receiued the pzice of Exantu: , foz ag much as hg 
had bought Elop. 


r 
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How Exantus brought Eſop home 
ro his wite. 


Ben when euery man was departed, Eſop fol- 

lowed Exantus home to his houſe, and when he 
tame bcfo2e his houſe, he ſaidto Etop, abide here a⸗ 
while befo:e the gate, vntill J goe in foꝛ to pꝛaiſe the 
to my Lady an, ꝙiſtreſſe my wife. Mell ſir, ſaid E- 
ſop : and then cd ntu enter into his houſe, and ſaid 
to his wife, Dame, ye ſhall no moꝛe haue cauſe to bee 
at debate with me, koꝛ ye haue delired me long foz to 
get you a faire ſeruant, wherefaze now J haue bought 
one that is ſo wiſe, and ſo pleaſant, that thou neuer 
ſaweſt one better. And when two of the Ladies ler; 
uants heard him ſayſo, werning that it had bin truth, 
they began to ſtriue together, ⁊ the one began to ſay 
to the other, By Loꝛd hath bought foz me a faire hi'ſ- 
band : and the other ſata: This night haue Jozeamcy 
that J vas married : and thus his ſeruants talked. 
But his wife ſaid, my Lozd, where is the faire fel · 


low that pe praiſe ſo much? J pꝛay pou let ine ſee 


him: and Exantusſaid, he is befoze the gate. An his 
wife ſaid, J pray pon b2ing him in and as the two 
voing women had deb it foꝛ him, one of them thought 
in her ſelfe, Ffhall ſ& him fix ſt, and if. map, he ſhal 
de my Hus hand, and ſo (hee (ſued ont of the houſe, and 
ſaid: where is this ſaire young man 5 J deſire to ſee - 


and Eſop ſato to her, what demandeſt thou 2 J am 


her) And when ſhe ſaw Elop, the was abaſhed, and 
ſaid unto him, Art thou the faire Peacocke 2 where 


is thy teile ⸗ And Eſop ſaid to her againe, If — 
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haue nie de of a taile, thou ſhalt not fafe of one. And 
then as hs would haue gon in, the ſeruant faid vnto 
him, Come not here; foz all that Chall ſg the will 
runne away. And after ſhe went in, and told her fel⸗ 
low what he wag : and when the came gut, andſaw 
him ſo defozmed, fhe ſaid, beware thou knaue that 
thou tauch is not: and when Elop entred into the 
horſe, anon he was pꝛeſented to the Lady: and when 
the Lady ſaw him, anon ſhe turned to Exancus and 
ſaid : infead of a ſeruant thou haſt bzaught a monſter, 
thzow him out:and Exancus ſaid to her, Pp wife, thou 
oughteſt to be glad and ioyful, becauſe J haue bought 
to the ſo faire and ſo geoda ſeruant: and ſhe ſaid to 
Exantus, Now wot J wel that thou loueſt me not, a; 
thou deſireſt to haue another wife, and becauſe thou 
durſt not tell it me, thou haſt bzought me this foule 
great knaue, to the intent that J goe from thee: J wil 
no longer abide, foꝛ thou knowell well that A may nat 
ſuffer him, and thereloze deliuer me my dowzis, and 
I ſbal go my wap. And the Exaacus ſaid to Efop,when 
we were on the wap thou ſpakeſt largely, e now thun 
laieſt nothing: and Eſop ſajd to him, becauſe thy wife 
is ſo malicious, put her in pꝛiſon. Exantus (aid, Hold 
thy peace, elle ſhalt thou be beaten, ſœſt thou not that 
A laue her moze than mp ſelfe:thenſaid Eſop, A pay 
thee that thou loue her well: and the ſatd, wherefoze 
not? Then Eſop ſmote his fate onthe pavement, and 
cryed gut with a loud. voice, ſaying : Harke, this 
hiloſopher Exantus is ouercome of a man: and 
en Eſop turned him to his Lady, audſaidtoher>' 
wait. . J pzay you take not my words at the 
aff. Zhou wauldeſt haue a ſervant that leone pong; 


1 
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well fozmed, well arraied, ſtrong e rich, to ſerve tha 
at thy dinner and beare thee to thy bed, that can rub 
and claw thy feet, and not ſuch a foule man and ſo de 
fozmeda ſeruant as Jam : foꝛ if thou hadſt ſuch a one, 
thou wouldeſt ſet nought by thy husband, * therefoze 
Erupus the Philoſopher, hadhis mouth of God, which 
neuer lysd. He laid that there were many perils and 
toʒments on the Sea, and o her great riuers, and alfo 
pouecty is a hard thing, ⁊ difficult to be bozne and alſo 
there be many other great dangers, and troubles inft- 
nite : but there is no wozſe danger noz perill than a 
falſe woman. And therefoꝛe adam, J pꝛay pou Þ pou 
take no move a faire ſeruant noꝛ pleaſant to ſerve thee 
leſt therbp thou diſhonoz thy Loꝛd and huſband. Then 
Ge ſaid to Eſop auoide hence thou billaine, which art 
not onelp defozmed of thy bodie,btit alſo of thy woꝛds: 
but J hallgos my wap. Then ſaid Ex intus to Eſop, 


pleaſe her: and Eloplaid: it is no mall thing tq pleaſe 
the ire of a woman, but a great thing. Exantus ſaid ta 
Eſop ſprake no moꝛe, fo J haue bought thee to make 
peace, and not to make debate and ſtrife. 
Ho Exantus brought Eſop into a Garden. 
— — Eſop take a panier, and follow him 
into the Garden. And Exantus ſaid to the Gar ; 
diner, Gine vs of thy hearhes : and the gardiner 
cut of the hearbs in diners plates, and delivered them 
to Eſop, and he toke them, and Exantus paped faz 
them : and when hs was departing, thegardiner ſaid 
to hum, after, I pꝛay thee that thou wilt aſſsile 
me @ queſtton: ſaid Exantus, what 
thou wilt: and the Gardiner demanded of laps 


Thouſeft how thou haſf angred my Mite, ſe tho 
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ing; Paſker, what is the cauſe that the-hearbs that 
be nat latoꝛed. grow ſaſter and ſoner, chan thep that 
be cu: iouſly labmired ? This queſtion anſwered Ex- 
autus, that tgep came by ſome pꝛouidente by which 
ts things were b26ught fozth. When Elop heard 
this ant wer, he began to laugh. And Exantus ſatdt 
him; Chou villaine, laugheit thou me to ſcozne 2and 
Elo ſais q macke ther not but hun that hath learn'a 
tate typ lohsloſophy . what ſolution halt thou made: 
cUhat is that that commeth of Diuine Pꝛouidence : 
A chilo of the kitenin will make as good an anſwer. 
Exautus then ſaiò to Etop, make thou then a hotter 
ſolution. t:ivp ſayd vnto him, It thou command me, 
Jul gladly. Exancus ſaid vnto him; It appertai⸗ 
neih not to im that iudgeth things of oifkicultp, tg 
iudge rude things andruſticall, but J haue a ſeruant 
here wert h wall info2me and giue the ſolution of thy 
queſtion, it thou wilt regueſt hum. And the Gardner 
replived. Can this villaine palliard that is ſo greatly 
defoꝛmed, anſwer to this queſtion: Then the Gards 
net ſatd to Elo, haſt thau knowledge of ſuch things? 
Ans El-pſaid ; Þea truely, moze than all the men 
in the woꝛ d. Foꝛ thou require wyerefoze thꝰ hearbs 
that bee not lagourea, grow ſoncr than they that bes 
ſowneand layoured e E replies, Takt heed fo — | 
anſwer: fo2 as a woman that hath bin a widow, and 
hath had childzen by her firit husband that is dead, 
and after was married ta another man, which hath 
had childꝛen of another Wife befo2e : and vnto the . 
childzen ot᷑ ler fic husband. the is a mother, and to 
the other childꝛenche is but a ſtep mother. Thus there 
is a vifferency between? her owne chilazen, and that 
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other womans. Foz her childꝛen ſhe hath nouriſted 
peaceablp, and the other childꝛen in anger and wzath. 
In this manner it is of the eartt;fc2 the is mother of. 
the hearbs that grow without labour, and is but ſtep⸗ 
mother to the hearbs 5 doc grob by labour and fo2ce 
ſaid the Gardiner then, thon haſt caſed me of much 
ſtudy; therefoze J pꝛay the take of the hearbs that be 
in my garden at ali times, and when you liſt. 
How Eſop did beate the Preſent. 

Na tims when the ſcholars had becnc in the au⸗ 

ditozy with Ex intus, one of ths ſcholars dꝛeſt 
p2ecions meats foꝛ the ſnapper of Exantus and other : 
and when they were at ſupper FExancus take of the 


beſt meats, and put them ina platter, and (aid ta E- 


ſop, Goe beare this to her that loues me beſt. And E: 

fp thought in hiuiſelfe; qu is it time to auenge 
me beſt on my Piſtris. And when he tame home in. 
to the Hall, he laid unto his iſtris: Madame, be- 
ware that pe eat not of this meat. And his Lady 
faid, J wot well alwaies that thou art a great fole. 


_ Elopſaid to her, Exantus hath not commanded me to 


giue it to thee, but to her that loueth him beſt. 
Then Eſop pꝛeſented the platter to a little hound, 
Which was alwaies inthe houſe, ſaying to her: Þ 
Loꝛd hath ſent to thee this pꝛecious meat. Then the 
wife of Exancus went into her chamber, and began 
to weepe. And Eiop returned to Exantus, and hee 
aſked him, how his loue fared : he ſaid, Right well; 
and all the meat that 7 haue ſet befoze her, ſhe& hath 
eaten it. And Exantus ſapd, what ſaid the - and he 
ſaid, Py Lso2d- the ſayth nothing, but the deſireth to 


le tho. When they had well eaten and dzunke, one 


aſked 


„ 
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*\ked when moztall men ſhall haue moſt to doe? E ſop 
lain, that hall be at the day of iudgement. The ſcho⸗ 
lars hearin this, ſaid: this villaine is full of a.ſwers 
and nothing ſaid, Why goeth the ſheepe to 31g death 
following his maſter, and ſaping nothing, nd when 
th: ſwine is hought to be Caine, he doth both cry and 
bzay 2 And Ep anſwered and ſaid: bece uſe it is ac⸗ 


cuſtomed ta milke and ſhare ſyæ pe, and hee weentth, 


that he ball be fozthwith either nnil#ed oz ſhozne, 
ano therefoꝛe feareth not at ail : But becauſe the 
ſwine is nat accuſtamey to be milked o2 ſho2ne but ta 
be letten hignd and to loſe his life, theretoze he dꝛead⸗ 
eth when he is taken. And all the ſchollars ſaid it 1g 
troth: Loe this man ia wiſe, and Vath ſaid well, Then 
cach manaroſe and went ha wzy., 

And wen Exanus was returned home to bis 
hauſe, he entred wito %s chamber, and found his wife 
ſo2e weeping. and be (ad vato her: my ſweet lous 
how is it with von ⸗ and kiſſed her, and ſher turned 
her backe ta him, and laid, let me alone, 3 haue nat 
ta dor with tree, J will goe from thee fo2 thou laveff 
be ter thy hound than me, to whom thou haſt ſent thy 
pꝛecious mate. And becauſe he knew nothing there⸗ 
of, he demanded, what ineate hath Elop bꝛought 
to the: And che faid, none at a l. Exancus ſaid, Jam 
not dꝛunke, J ſent to thee by Eſop a platterfull of 
precious meate, and the laid: not to me but to thy 
houng. Then he called Eop and demanded of him 
ta w zom halt thou amen the meat 4 deliuered to 
the? and he ſaid, to her that laneth thee beft, like ag 
thzarommandeft me. And Exancus ſaid ta his wife, 
nen nat what he ſaith 2 1 vnderſtand 
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him ell, ſaid Ge, but he gaue to me nothing, but 
gaue it to thy hound. Then Exantns turned to Eſop 
and ſaid to him: thou great villaine to whom halt 
thou boꝛn e the meat deliuered vnto thee  Etop an- 
ſwered, tc her that loned the beſt And Exantus doe 
mandeth wie was ſhe 2 And Elop called the little 
hounde, and ſaid : this is ſhe, fo2 the lone of thy wife 
is right nougyt,fox if ſhe be alittie angry,inccntinent 
ſher repꝛoueth thce, e ſpeaketh violently te thee that 
loueſt her, and will ſap, J will goe from thee, and lean 
thy houſe: 4 if thto hound goe from thee, cali her again 
and ſhe commeth anon, making thee checre, and ther- 
foze thou oughteſt to ſap to thy wiſe ; and nat to her 
that loueſt thee beſt. Then Exanvs ſaid to his wife, 
thou ſeeſt this fellow is a railer and an inuenter of 
woꝛds and therefoze haue patience, foz 3 ſhall finde 
cauſe to auenge thee, and beate him. Ano the (aid, 
doe what thou wilt, fo2 I ſhall neuer haue moꝛe to do 
with him, and after that thy hound.fo2 J goe my wap: 
and without ſaping farewell, ſhee went heme to her 
frinds. And Exancus was angry t ſozrowfuil foz het 
departing : and Eſop ſaid to him, Now ſect thou wel 
that thy wiſe that is gone loueth thce not, but this lit⸗ 
tle houud abideth bp thee. Exancus all heauit fc2 his 
wiues departing,p2aped her to returne, but it auailed 
not: fo2 the inoze a woman is pꝛaped, the moze is (he 
obdinate and u ill doc the contrary. 


How Eſop, made his Ladie to comes 
| home againc. 
A Nd becauſe Exantus was angry foz the depar 
ting ot his wife, Elop ſaid to him, Paſter, be 
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not angrp, foꝛ without pꝛaying A ſhall make her re⸗ 
turne and come again vnbidden · Do that thee ſhall be 
ul moze louely, meene, and obedient ts your commande · 
n- ments than euer (he was before. And then Eiop went 
de- Ito the market, and bought capons and many other 
tle Wyullen, and as he bare them, paſſing by the houſs 
ie where his miſtreſle was, it happened that one of the 
ent ¶ ſeruants of the houſe came out. And Eſop demanded 
bat af him Yaue pee ſent nothing to the wedding of my 
au 1.0:d 2 To what wedding, ſaid the ſeruant! Unto the | 
an wedding of Exantus ſaid Elop, fo2 tomozrow he ſball 
er- ¶ wed a wife. And anon the ſeruant went into the houſe $3 
het + ſaio to Exantus wife: Madam there be new tidings; 4 
fe, ¶ dxuhat be they laid ſhe? Exancus ſhall haue a wife and 
ol W be married. & foꝛthwith incontinent ſbe departed and 
nde came home to the houſe of Exancuscrying: Now know 
1, 7 well the treth, + wherefeze thou madeſt this great 
de villains to anger me becauſe tyou wouldeſt take anos 
ay: ther wife,but I ſhall keepe the well therefoze, fo2 as 
ber tong as J line ſhall neuer woman come bete, Exancusg 
very be thou ſurg. Then was Exautus ioyfull fo2 to haue 
wolf againehis wife, and gaue Elop great thankes. 


bis How Exantus ſent Eſop to the market, to buy the 
iled beit meat he could get, and how he bought 
ſhe nothing bur tongues. | 
Ada little while after, Exantus had his ſcho⸗ 
lars to dinner with him, and laid vnto Eſop, 
goe anon to the market, and buy vs of the beſf meats 
thou canſt finde. And Elop went to the market and 
thought in hunſelfe, now ſhall 3 ſhew that J am no 
foole, but wiſe, And OY W | 
n 3 
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he bought the tongues, of Swine ond Oxen, any 
dight thr oi with Tineger, andſet tiem cn thetable, 

and the ſcholers, ſaid to Ex. anrus, Thv dinner 1s full 
of- Pbitolopi hie. And Exantus laid to Eivop, b2ing vs 
ou mcate, and Hop bꝛor ght then moꝛe tongues ar- 

raied in another manns r that 18 ta wit, with Carlick 
and Drians Tt en laid the Scholars tl ele tongues 
be well v#clf, foz ane diffeteth from another and Ex- 
angus bad EI v2ing other meat, and Eſop bꝛeught 
yet fozth tengues; Chen were the ſcholars ane ry and 
ſaid: wilt than alwates gu de ton, ues : An Exan- 
tus all ancrp in tiac courage, ſatu to 1.44 what otter 
meate hail thenozputacd ſoz ts: 2 and 14 fero none 
other. Then Evan us (ad to bi then great headed 
villaine, faiv J not to thee that then toute C buy of 
the Leſt meat that then coulde li nde: ſo t are , ſaid 
Biop, ana thanked be God thar here is u Philoſspher, 
fo I wculd faine now of he bii9!cphecr what ts 
better than a tongiie:fe2 certalhiy,ail tt, at doearine 
and ail Phtloſoꝑtie, be notifiev by the tongue witheut 
which there could be no top 0zeempany ameng men 
foz by it the lalues ate aeclarend, by it the gos retcius 
pꝛaiſe, the cul retuheg, the ſo2rowtull comkogt, the 
fœliſi inſt uaaen the wife men lhowledge, and finals 


p the greatelt part of the life of mio: tati nen is in- 


the tongue, and theretoze there is nothing better than 
the tongue g moꝛ eth ing mere pꝛom able unto nun. 
Then laid the scholars, thou; doctt v zung to bee 
angry, [92 Elen ſaith tigvt well. And after all theſe 
wends, ther role from the Table: and ente 4102s 
row aſtex, Enns exci ſing hemlelſe in their courſe 
Arc, detus then! te coup 3 rene 
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ſhould haue other fare. And Exantus ſaid ta Eſop in 
the pacſence of them that were there, goe to the 
market, & buy the wozſe meat that thou canſt finde, 


fo: all my friends ſhall ſuphere with me. So Eſop 


without troubling of himſelte, went into the butcherp 
an) bought againe tongues, and dight them as he did 
beloꝛe, and when they came to ſupper, he ſerned them 
with tangues as he did befoze. And the ſcholars ſaid, 
Be we come againe to the tongues - And becauſe tha 
ſcholars were not pteaſed, Exantus ſaid to Eſop, thou 
art a great headed villaine, ſaid. J not to the thou 
ſhouldeſt buy the woꝛſt meat that thou touldeſt find 2 
So haue J done ſaid Eiop, foz what is wozſe 82 moze 
venimous than an euill tongue? By the tongue men 
reciſh, by the tongue they fall into pouertp, by the 
tongue cities are deſtroped, by the tongue commeth 
much harme. Then laid one ot them, that ſate at the 
table, Exancus if thou ſet thy minde dpon this fole, he 
will bzing thee out of thy wit, foz her ſheweth well by 
his faſhions that he is knanith : and like as he is de⸗ 
fo2med of his body, ſa is he ot his conditions. And Eſop 
ſaid to him, thau art a make bate, fo2 thou makeff 


ſtrife betwirt the Paſter and the ſeruant, and wer⸗ 


neſt thou to be mo2ecurious than other And Exan= 


. rus foz to finde cauſe to beat Eſop, ſaid, ah great hea⸗ 
ded villaine,becauſe thou calleſt the Philaſopher turt⸗ 
ous, goe get me a man that careth foz nothing, that 


is to lap, one that is nothing curious noꝛ diligent, 
How Elop went out and found one that 
= cared for nothing. 
Sop depazted and went out of the place, behol⸗ 
ding heere and there, if hee could ſinde anp may 
4 54 that 
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that was not curious noz cared foꝛ notl ing: he went 


ab2oad and eſpied a great villaine fitting on a viocke, 
wagging his legs and whiſtling with his mouth, to 
whom Elop ſaid, Pp Loꝛd difireth ther to comms and 
dine with him; whi-h anon roſe, without ſaping anp 
woꝛd, and entered into the Houſe witz Elop, eno nat 
ſaying God ſpeed pou, ſate dowre at the table. And 
Exantus laid to Eſop, what man is this? Eſop laid, 
a man that careth foꝛ nothing. Then f xantus ſais vr⸗ 
to his wife ſecretly, to the intent that we may avenge 
vs on Eſop and beate hun well, ſaire lote dae: hat 4 
bid pou. Tben he ſaid alcid, dame put water ina bas 
Lon und walh this pilgrimes let, foz he thought the 
villatne would not haue (uffercd it, but to haue retu⸗ 
ſed it fo2 ſhame, and the hot lo ho& haue $50 cauſe ts 
haue beaten Eiop. Then the Lady tcote water # put 
it in a baſsn, and began to wach the vilteineg fcer. 
And howbeit that (hee was his Lavp : vet this vil⸗ 
laivs thongtt, this Lo2d will doc meſcine wozchip, 
and ſuffered her to walh his lert, wit! cut ſaping any 
woꝛd. And Exautus (aid to his wife, banc ame him 
Danke, And the viliaire laid to iimſcife it is well 
Wozthy that Jdzinke fiiff, and be tacbe tte piece end 
Danke as much as Fc might; And Exantus tote tte 
Platter with the Fit, and (et befc2c him. And 
the villaine ff: ained no tourte ie, but cat it cuery 
wozſell. And Examus ſats to the Cote, this ſiſh 
is not well dzeſt. Then Exancus cemmundeb the 
Cooke to kee besten. And tze Uillaine ſaid tu 
himſelfe, this Fiſh is well dight, and the Cooke is 
Scaten without cauſe, kut J tare nat, ſo that 3 


map fll wy belly, and 3 Gall alwap eat and ſap 


nothing. 


ars Set 


nothing. Exantus ſaid buts y Coke b2ing in aTart, 
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and intontinent as a tart was bzeught, the villaine 
vratze it in pætes, and without any woꝛds he began to 
cat thereof . And Exuntus beholding him how he eat, 
called the Coke and ſaid, this tart is cuill baked and 
Latino ſauorr. And the Cooke ſaid, if à made it, it is 
well dꝛeſt, ano if it be none af mine the blame is not 
in me but in thy wife. Exantus ſaid: T hen and if mp 
wiſe hath made it, J thall burne her aliue, end bad his 
wife ſhe would not anſwer, hecavſc he would finde 
catiſe to beat Eſop: nd then (aid Exantus to ene of 
his ſeruants, Goe fetch ſome wod e buſhes to burns 
my wife : and this ſaid he to ſee if the villaine weuld 
ariſe and ſauc het from burning; and the Litlaine ſaid 
to himſcife, this man will burne his wife-without 
cavſe. Zhcnſaidhe unto Exantus; Sir, if than wilt 
burne thy wife, abid a little while, and J ſhall goe 
etch mp wiſe in the field, and bin ne them both toge⸗ 
ther. Exantus hauing leard theſe woꝛds he matuelled 
nich, and ſaid: Uicrilp this man care th fez nothing. 
And then he ſaid to Eiop, thou haſt vanquiſhed wee. 
Left new ict it ſuflite thre fre in tenteſozth, if thou 
wilt ſer ue wee truslp, thou ſhalt ſ@ner tetur ne in⸗ 
to thy liberty. Then Etop ſaid inte him, 4 ſhall 
le rue ther ſo now as thou loc tt ncuer better ſerued. 
Now the taies after Exantus ſapd fo Eiop, Goc 
and lee if there bee nuch people in the Path, ſoz if 
there be neve, J will gce there end kalle mes: and 
as E ſop went by the wap, ber wet with the Judge 
of the Citie; and kecaule het kn w him, te ſaid to 
Elop, luhethe r gceft thou great hcad: Eiop ſaid unto 
hien, I Wot not: kecauſe he wa ned he cached 965 
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the Judge commanded him to puſsn.: and as he wag 
led,hefaid to the Judge: loe I ſaid to thee well, thaty 
wiſt not whither went fo2 J ſuppoſed thou woul⸗ 
deft not haue put inc in pꝛiſon. And the Judge began 
to ſmile, and ſaid to them that led him: let him goe. 
And as Eſop went to the baine, he ſaw a great com- 


pany of men which were there leaping, and there lay 


a ſtone at the entry doꝛe, at which they (fu ubled and 


hurt their fœte, and there was one that entred in and 


ſcumbled thereon, and anon be tooke it away, becauſe 
that there ſhould no moꝛe be hurt thereat. After E. 
returned home to his Palter Exantus, and ſaid that 
there was but one man in the baine: Exancus then 
faid ts Eſop, take ſuch things as bee needfull foꝛ vg 
and let us goe thit her: and when they where come to 
the bane, he lawa great company, and ſaid to Eſop, 
now art thou woꝛthy to bee beaten, foꝛ thou ſaidſt to 
me there was but one man, and the ce be moe than a 
hundzeth. And Elo ſaid to him, there is but one 
man, and if thon wilt heare me, thon ſhalt ſap that J 
fap troth2 fo that ſtone which thou ſeeft at the entry 
of ie bath Ml that paſſed by ſtumbled at the ſtone, 
and none was ſo wiſe ts fake it away but this one 
man, ano therefoꝛe J ſap, that there was ns man but 


her, foz all the other are but childzen and ignoꝛant. 


And Exantus ſaid to him, thou haſt well ercuſed ther: 
and aan, found ns cauſe ta beate Elop, | 


1 Os che anſwer that Eſop made 
$3357 3! to his Maſter. 


» Fter that Ex intus had walhed him, hee went 
home ward, and as he went he purged his belly 


Ad exſedhim by the way, and Elop was beſide wh 
a paile 
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a pailefull of water. And Exanrur ſaidto Eſop, wher⸗ 


fo2c is it, that when a man hath eaſed him, and pur- 


ged his belly, he lokgth vpon ite oꝛdure thereof? And 
Lob anſwered him, and ſaid: There was in time 
paſt a Philoſopher that oft purged his belly, and fog 
fgare that be (beuld leele his ſcience; euer ſoked and 
beheld if he voided it with his filth o2 ezdure when he 
had purged his kelly; ard ſo ever after men looked 
when tecy purged ttetr bel its what they voide, but 
thou oughteſt not to dovbt thereof, foꝛ thcu taſt no wit 
noꝛ ſctence to le ſe, foꝛ to a fcliſhdt mand belengetha 
foliſh anſwer. And en the wmozrow nert following, as 
Exantus wes [tt at the table with all his ſriends, hold ⸗ 
ing a tup with wire in his hend, his band ſtooke fog 
fcare of the que ſtie ns that men aſked him. And E 
ſaid, Mall er, Dion ſu s ſaith, that gad wine hath 
th2ec ver tues, the firſt is, voluptuouſneſſe, the ſetond 
is glavncCe, and the third is that it maketh men ſoles 
ind out ot tteir wits, whe refoze J pꝛap thee let us 
dzinke ard make god cheere: and becoliſe that Exan- 
tus was then almoſt dzuntze (fo2 tee Had well dzun⸗ 
ken) he (aid to Elo, Vold thy ptate, ſoꝝthon arta 
counſelloz of hell, I ſhall aue nge m& on thy ſelle. 


How Exantus pre miſed to drimke all a 

the water in the Sea. 1 

Md then one ot the ſcollars, ſcing that Exag- 

cus had d2unke cnorgh, and was charged with 
euer much wine, ſaid vnto him, my mater, . 

al ke al the, if a man may dzinke the ſca? Wherefrae 
not, ſaid Exantus? Imp ſelſe ſhall d3zinke it well. 
z deu leid the Schollar againe, Andi thru dzinne 
it 
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ft not what wilt than lerſe⸗ and Exantus ſaid + gy? 
houſe, J am content ſaid the ſchollar, and againſt the? 
A will lay an hundꝛed crownes on the bargaine ; and 
this dane, each of them gane their ple ges, their ſig: 
net of gold, & then went home. And on the moꝛrom 
Exantus roſe aut of his beo, andſaw that he had loft 
his ring offhis finger, he ſatd to Elop knoweſt thou 
not where my ring is: I know not ſaid Elop,but well 
A knowfo2 certaine, tyat this dap we ſhall Le put out 
of our houſe. And why ſaid Exintus? Eſop ſatdto him 
remembzeſt thou not the hai gaine that thou madeſt 
voſterday at cuen: what bargaine, ſaid Exantus: Es p 
ſa, that thou ort baund to dꝛinke all the ſea, and foz 
gage hat left thy ring of gold: and when Exanrus 
heard theſe woꝛds, he was ſozeabaſhed, and ſaid : in 
what manner ſhall I dꝛinks all the ſea: this may not 
he, foꝛ it is bngoſſible:ſuherefoꝛe EIN p IA pꝛap thee tel 
me, it it pleaſe the, how I may vanquiſh oz bzeake 
this bargaine. And Ef. ſaia, thou ſhalt leſe, but per- 
bappcs J ſhall make that thon ſhalt well bꝛeake the 
bargaine. And the mamer of it [fatd Ep) is this 
that when tl ine aduerſatv ſhall rtcquire thee to fulfill 
thy pꝛomiſe, thou ſhait command ſeruants that 
they bꝛing a table, and all ſuch other things as is 
neteſſatry to he vpon the ringe of the ſen, and make 
the hutlers and ſeruants there to abide with thee, 
and befoze all the companie thou ſhalt make a prece 
to be waſhed and filled full of the water o! theſca, 
and ſhalt take it in thy hank, and p2ay that the Bar⸗ 
gaine map he declared befoze all the fellowſhip, and 
. fap thou wilt alluxe the pꝛomiſe as well befoze dʒinke 
as after; and thus ſhalt thou (ay to all the fellow- 


P3 
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hip, y Lo2ds of Samie, pe know how veſferdap af 


even, I made pꝛomiſe to dꝛink vp all the water in tha 
ſea. But all ye wot well how many great flouds and 
ruiers come and tall into the ſea. Therefo2e J demand 
(ind as reaſon is) that mine aduerſary keepe and hold 
the riners that they enter not into the (ea, and then 
ſhall I dzintze all the waters in the (ca, and ſs the bar, 
gaine ſhall be bzokenand vndone. a 
How Exantus excuſed hm trom his promiſe 
by the counſell ot Efop. 

E Xanrus then knowing that the counſell of Eſop 
was god, he was full glad. His aduerſarie then 
came befoze Jenas, one of the citp, to tell and (ſhew 
the bargaine, e pꝛaved the indge that Exantus ſhould 
doe that which he had pꝛomiſed tg due. And Exantus 
commanded all his ſeruants that thsp ſhould bears 
his bed, and hic table, and all other things that wers 
neceſſary to him vpon the riuage of the tea. And then 
befoze althe companp he made a peece to be waſhed, 
filled it full of the water of the ſea, which he took in 
his hand and ſatdfo his aduerſarp, declare wee now 
our bargatne : and Exancus then turned him toward 
the fellowſhip g ſaid, my Lozds of Samy, pe wat wel 
haw manp flads# riucrs enter into theſea,e if my ad- 
uerſar will hold them ſtill ſo that they enter no maze 
into the ſea, then will 3 dzinke all the water that is 
in the ſea. And all they that were there began to ſap, 
Exantus ſaith wel. and the aduerſar y ſaid ta Exantus, 
my maſter, thou haſt vanquiſhed mee, wherefozeA 
pap thee that our bargaine may be bꝛohen. And Ex- 
antus ſaid J am content: and when Exantus was tur⸗ 
nz heme into his houſe, Eſop did pany to him 
: | Caving, 
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ſaping thus: y Paſter, becauſe 7 haus holpen the 
at thy ned, let me now goe at my itvertp. 


How Ex antus found cauſe to 
beate Eſop. 

L Xinrus then turſed him, ſaping: great head, pet 
ſhalt thou not eſcape free noꝛ go from me:go thou 
ſce and behold befoꝛe the gate if thou canſt eſpie 

two crowes together, 2 then cone againe and tell me, 

fo2 the ſight of two crowes one nigh the ot er, is god 
foꝛtune, liut the ſigyt of one alont is euill foꝛtune. And 
as Elop went out of the houſc, be ſaw two crowes vp: 
on a tree, whereſoꝛe he ſone returned againe and told 
bis Paſter. But ag Ezantus went out of the hauſe, 
the one ol them ſlelu away, then ſaid he ah great bead 
where be the two Crowes that thou ſa weit: and Elop 
ſaid, ag J went to call thee. the one flew away. And 
Exitus laid, ah thou croke-backed knace, it is ener 
thus thy manner to mocke int: but thou ſhalt not thus 
fcapetcotfre, wherefo2e he comman ded him to vn 
doe his ciothes, that he might be beaten, and as the 
men were beating him, Ex iucus wag called to dinner 

and then Elop ſaid, alas, how much miferable am J,. 

fo2 JF haue ſeene two crowes and pet an J beaten, 

and Ex intus which ſaw but one is called to daintie 
fare: ſurely thete 16- none to whom the birds be ſo 
tontrary as to ins. And when Exanru» heard him, be 
much inaruclleo at the ſuatilty of his wit, and coins 
manded to leaue beating him. And within a while - 
after, Exantus ſaid ts Eiop, Ge thou and dꝛeſſe vs 
ſome meate to onr dinner, fo2 all theſe Lo2ds ſhall 
dine wich mee, and Elop went ta. the market and 

| bought 


* * KK 1 — — 1 a cu od ww 


the 


The life of Eſop. 29 


bought all that he could buy, and when it was ready, 
he bꝛeught it into the Mall, whrre he found his i- 
ſtris lying on the bed ſleeping: whereloze he awaked 
her and laid: Madam, pleaſe it pov, ta take heed of 
this meat, that the doggs and cats eat it not, foz J 
mult goe into the kitchin againe and the ſaid to him: 
Goe thou were thou wilt, foz my buttockes haue 
eyes. And when Etop had made ready all the other 
meats, he bꝛought them into the Hall, and found his 
miſtr is (aft aliccpe wiih her buttocks towards ta; 
ble; and becauſc the (aid, that her buttocks had eyes, 
Elop toke vp her clothes, ſo es cuery man might (eg 
her tale; and thus he leſt her ping. 


How Exantus found his wife 
ali dditcovered. | 

ND when Exantus and his Scholars came fu 

Dunmer, thep percctued his wife as ſher was 
liteping her buttoc ks all bare and naked. Mith great 
ſhame Exancus turned his face towatd Efop, ſaping 
knaue, what is this An: Eſop ſaid : Py" Loads 'as 
did put the meat vpon the table, J/p2ayed mp 
Lady that ſh would hœpe it from the dogges, and 
the anſwered, that her buttocks had eyes; and becauſe 
J found her ping, I diſcouered her buttocks, to 
the intent that ter buttocks might the better ſee and 
looke abont. Then Exantus replied unto him, ah thou 
ſhzewd and crooke backed villaine, oft haſt than ſer- 


F ' ned me ſuch knauilh trickes: That wozſe thing 


canft thou doe to me, than to mocke both me andy 
wife aiſo : but the time will come that J ſhall make. 
thee die an euill death. And within a while after, 

| Exantus 


39 The life of Elop, 


Exantusfaid fo EC „p: Looke well that no fooles ente 
inta my honſe, but onely toe Oꝛatoꝛs and Philoſo- 
phers. Eſop ſet himſelfe beſide the Gate, and as one 
the }Þ'41oſopyers ſhould haue entred. Elvp, began 
grin and ſay, Come in thou dogee; and the Philo⸗ 
ſopher thinking ve had derided him, all wzoth went 
his wap : and thus did many other. 15ot at the laſt, 
came there one that was vecy ſubtile, to whom Elvp 
did as he had done to the otizer : and he that was wiſe, 
ani wered him ſwæt y, and then Ep did let Him en⸗ 
fer into the hanſe, and anon hee went againe to his 
2.920 an fad, No Philoſopher is com: to the gate, 
but th's one: wherefoge Ex:inus thought all the otyer 
had mocit him, and was verp angzrp. Dn the maze 
row as thep met wfth Exaatus, then ſaid to him thus; 
Exincus, thou in ickedſt vs well peſterdap:fo2 he that 
Riepft the gate, cat on vs a ſh:cw3 lake, ana called vs 
Dogs: foꝛ wich cauſe Exancus was moze troubled 
than hx wis befoze. And anon he called Eſop. and 
lad ta hin; G28 thou craoke-bacied counterfeited: 
and fatſe churle, thep whom thou ſhouldſt haue recei⸗ 
ued with worſhip an) great honour, thoſe thou haſt 
vitupered and macked. Eſop ſaid vato hint, Thou 
chargedſt and commandſt me, that J (hould let 
none enter into thy houſe but wiſe Philoſaphers, 
And Exzacusſaid; Ah falſe face, and cr ke backed 
knaac, be not theſe wiſe Phiioſophers - No certain⸗ 
ly, rephcd Eſop ;faz when J bade them enter into 
tap houſe, they entered not, and like fle: Wnt their 
wapcs againe, without ſaping any wozd : but this 
one anſwered wiſely ; and therefo2e J repute and al- 
lob him a ſage and wiſe Pxlofopher, and the other 
as 
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as fooles, fora foole is he that taketh any light thin 
in anger. And then alt the Samians and Philoſophers 
that were there, app2oued the anſwer of Eſop, and 
they maruelled much at his wiledome. 


How Eſop found a treaſure, and how Exantus 1 
made him to be put in priſon. 10 

Md within a while after, as Exantus and FGp 
were together beholding the great ſepulchers oz 
ombes and the Epitaphs of ancient folke, Eſop pers 
teiued an arch that was nigh to a tolunme, vnto the 
which inen went vnto by foure ſteps;thitherhe went, 
and without any confonants he ſaw letters wzitten, 
after the manner following ABEOCTHCH, Then 
Ep called his maſter and ſaid bnto him: My Lsozds/ 
what betokeneth theſe Letters: Exantus looked ana 
beheld them well, # knew not what they ſhould ſigni⸗ 
fie: wherefoze he ſaid to Eſop, tell me what theſe let⸗ 
ters ſignifte, and Elop ſaid, Pp Lozd,if A how thee # 
faire treaſure, what reward (hall J haue of thee 2 Ex- 
antus (aid, Vane thou a good courage, fo2 J ſhall ging 
tha fredome and libertie and halfe of the treaſure: 
and anon Eſop went gowne the foure ſteps, & ſo deepe 
he delued at the fete of the calumne, that he forma 
the hidden treaſure : which anon he brought vp to his 
Lozd and ſapd: Pp Lozd, A pꝛap thee that thou wilt 
doe vnto me as thou haſt pꝛomiſed: and Exantus ſaty 
to him, Foz euer thou haſt liberty t freedome, thou 
muſt learne me how thou knoweſt this Science; fog 
the vnderſfanding thereof, ſhall bee moꝛe pꝛectous 
. me than to haue all the treaſures:c᷑ Eſop ſaid, he 
had this treaſure; had * it by the "hich 
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which is hers wzitfen in Latine, Aſcende gradus 


iſtos quatuor, fodias & invenies Theſaurum auri. 
Then Exantus fold him: Sith thou art ſo ſubfile 
thou ſhalt not yet haue liberty: and Efop ſaid untg 
him, Looke well what thou doeſt, foz this treaſure 
appertaineth to the king Dionyſus. And Exantus 
aſked ofhimhow he knew that? and Eſop ſaid, by 
the Letters which ſigniſte vnto vs : that thou gine 
vnto Dionyſius the treaſure which thou haft found. 
And when Exantus heard hun ſap, that the treaſure 
which he found was appertaining fo the king Di- 
onyſius, he ſapd thus; Eſop, take thou the ane halfs 
of this treaſure, and let no man know of it. Eſop 
then ſapd vnto him, thou giueſt it me not, but he that 
bid it here giveth it vato me. And Exancus ſaid, How 
knoweft thou that Eſop anfwered, by the letters 
following, which fignifie the ſame, to wit, ED Q 
I T A. The which letters ſignifie in Latine, Eun- 
tes dimitte quem inveniſtis Theſaurum auri. And 


then Exantus ſaid: Gee we home, and there we hall 
part it. | 


How Exantus delivered Eſop out of priſon, and 
bo Exanws promiſed him freedome 
— and libertic. 
A Fter that Exantus was returned home againe 
1 he maruelled greatly at the wiſedome of Eſop, 
But foz- the libertie and freedome which her deman⸗ 
ded, be was angry and d2eading the rongue of Eſop, 
made him to bæ put in pziſan. Then ſaid Eſop, 
this is a faire pꝛomiſe of a Philoſopher. Thou wot⸗ 


felt well how thou pꝛomiſedſt vnts me freedome and 


liberty. 


ll 
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liberty, but in ſtead thereof J am put into pꝛiſ on 
wWhen as Exantus heard him ſap ſo, de reuokid and 
changed hes ſentence, and made him to be delinered, 
and after ſaid vnto him, Ir thou wilt be put to thy lj» 
bertp, hold thy tongue in peace, & accuſe me no moze. 
And Eſop ſaid, Das what thou wilt, foz whether then 
wilt ez no, thou alt ſhoztly ſet me at liberty. That 
ſane time befell a marnelous thing within the Ci» 


tis of Samic. Foz as mn playd there the common an 


publike players, as pet thep be accuſtomed to doe in 
many god cities, an Eagle ſuddenly flew thozongh all 

the company of people, and take and bare away with 
him, the King and leale of the ſoneraignty: and puil⸗ 
ſance of all that Citie, and let it fall into the pit of x 

man who was not in ltberty:foz which deed and token 

all the people of Samie marnelled greatly, and there a 

roſe a great rumoz in the City among the people. oz 
much they were doubttull of ſame perſecution, and 

wiſt not what the thing might ignifie , wherefoze 

they were in great doubt and heauinelle. 

Wherefo2e incontinent they came toward Exantus 
as unto him which they held foz the molt ſage and 
wiſe man of the Citie of Samic, and demanded of 
him what thismaruell ſignified , and alſo what was 
likely ta fall thereby. Exantus was ignozant and 
knew not the fianification of this maruell, — 
on her demanded of the people time and ſpace fozfo 
giue hereupon an anſwer. Exancus then was in 
great heauineſſe, becauſe he wilt not what to ſay to 
this thing: and Eſop ſ&ing him ſo hearie and full of 
ſoz row, ſad vnto him, Py Mater, why art thou 
[0 heaup in thy — haus (o2row and — 

2 
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with thee top and gladneſſe, gine me the charge ts an: 
fwer the Sanians, and to moꝛzolu than ſhait fay fo : | 
thein theſe wozds. My Kois of Samic, J am no Wis 3 
nine, noꝛ interpꝛeter of the matuelous thinas that by 9 
to come,neuerthelefſe, I haue a Servant in my hotit th 
Which (as he ſaith) can tell theſe thing x, if it pleaſe d 
vou. I ſhall make Him come befo2e pou; and then by nip} ©” 
egunſell At J ſhall ſatiſfie ali the feoſoſhip thor Thalt 
therefoze-receiue and haue wozthip, glozy and p2ofit 
and if J cannot ſatisſte them, thou ſhalt be delineret 
of great infamic aua chame, and ⁊ ſhall be rebuked 8 
put to great game: then Exancu; having his truſt in 
the woꝛ do ol Eſop, went on the moꝛrob to the groat 
plate of Samy, and aſſemùled there the people, 4 we 
vp on high whereas the Judge was actuſt omed to fit fo 
and as be dad learned of his ceruent Elop, e her de}, © 
clared there beldꝛe the Samiaug. The which thing: — 
when te had faid, they p2zaped him that he Would tauft * 
his ſeruant ta tome be ſoꝛe them. And unon Eſop tame * 
thither, and at he ddbefoze all the company, all the = 
people pꝛeſent loked andbeheld him with great mar — 
cell, becauſe he was defa2imed and crolted of body, a 0 
taid, Loke, hœre is a (aire perſon,abte ta be a ſure dif®" 
nine, and went and morked him. And Eſop bing 
then onthe higheſt part of all the plate began to mak 
aſigne with his hand vnto all the people; to the end 
they chould hold their ptace and keep dtence: : and the 
he ſpaic vdnto them in this manrer. — 
- Py Lo2ds, fo2 what cauſe laugh pee and reoznf | 
wie lo mp ſoʒme : nom pre not, that men muſt nc 
jehe in the face of & men, to ſe and behold of whe 2 
$3Ure o? tram he is of, un 44x2ly to know wife 
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dome 2 Alſo men ought not to take hed of the veſſell; 
fo2 oft a fonle veſlell is full of good Mine. And when 
vel the Suni ans heard theſe wo2ds, they ſaid to Eſop, It 
mel thou canſt giue vs gd counſell fo2 all the wealth of 
the common people, we all pꝛay th that thou wilt 
doe it. 0% , eee 
and then Eſop hauing confidence and ane 


wiledome, ſaid thug: Foztune ( which loueth diſhen⸗ 
tion) hath this day ſet and put debate and ſtrile be- 
twer ne the Lo2d and the ſeruant; fo2 he that ſhall 
banquiſh, ſhall not be paid no2 rewarded after his 
deſert. Foz if the Loꝛd get the biitoꝛy. I that am his 
ſeruant ſhjall get ns libertie, as right requireth but 
I qhall be beaten and curſed, and impꝛiſsned: where · 
fozeif ye will that 3 give a full ſolution of that ye de⸗ 
Imunde, Jaſke and requtre pou that pe doe make me 
tre, and (et me againe into my libertie to the intent 
that with truſt, confidence, and audacitre, J map 
Iſpeake to pu: and I pꝛomiſe and affure pou, that U 
ſhall che iu pon ( to pour p2ofit ) the true ſignistatios 
— plaine vnderſtanding of this great anger any 
agne. . | * 
And thep all ſaid with an equall voice, hes aſketh 
K thing very reſonable and iuſt, wherefoze Exancas 
hall make hun free, and giue him his liberty as rea 
Jon is. TWhtch thing when Exancus heard, he refuſsa 
to doe. And the Loꝛd of the authozity publike, ſat 
onto him. Exantus, Jf thou wilt not obep to the pea⸗ 
le, J ſhall by mp owne authozity, take him ont of thy 


nofferuice, and ſhall ſet him at liberty, and make him 


7" Pquall with thee. 


1 Eg W 
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How Eſop was reſtored vnto his liberry by 
the will of his Maſter. 

- Þd becanſe that Exantus was required of all his 

friends, that he ſhould reſtoꝛe and put Eſop into 
libertie, he ſaid to Eſop albeit that it is not my god 
will, yet J giue ther liberty. And anon he that made 
the Pꝛoclmnation, went into euery place where ſuch 
Pꝛoclamation ſhould be mate, and pzoclaimed, xan- 
tus had giuen fre liberty to Fſop. And when this 


was done, Elop went inta the midſt of all the feilow: | 


hip, and made a ſigne with his hand, that euery one 
ſhould keepe ſilence, and after ſaid, My Le2ds of Sa- 
mic, the Eagle which is King abcue all other birds, 
as the King is aboue the people, this bird hath taken 
away the effect and ſeale of pour Gouernour: This 
betokeneth and ſignifieth, that a ing ſhall aſke and 
demand pour libertie, and deſtrop pour lawes. And 


when the Samians heard theſe woꝛds, they were aba · 


hed, and anon came the Purſtuant with letters, and 
demanded after the ſignet of the Samians. The mel 
ſenger was b2onght befoze the councell of the towne, 
to whonrhe pꝛeſented his letters, containing the ſen⸗ 
tence following. Craſſus king of Lindians to the Se⸗ 
nate and common people of Samy greeting, and com- 
manding vou, that pou doe to me obevſance, and pay 
me tributeg, which if pou refuſe to dor, J ſhall put 
— to death and burne pour towne. Whereat the 
amians were abaſhed, and foz feare willing to obey 
anto him. But neuerthelcſe,firft they went to Eſop, 
and pꝛaped him to ſap thereof his minde. The whic 
ſatd : Mp Lo2ds of _—_ albeit that ores ps 
inclined 
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inclined fo obey the King of Lindy, neuertheleſſe, fo 

the intent that J map counſell pou that which is 
needfull,+ foz the publike wealth and pzofit, doe you 
to know, that Foztume in this moꝛtall life doth ſhew 
two things, and two manner of wapes : The one is 
liberty, whezeofthe beginning is hard and difficult, 
but the end of it goddamdoaſte. The other part is 
ſeruifude, whereof the beginning is ealte, but the end 
thereofis ſharp # bitter. And when the San ans heard 


| theſe wozds, knowing that thep'tendsd to the gad 


of the commonwealth, they conſented ro take the aid 
uice of Eſop, and ſuid altogether, becauſe that we ve 
inliberty, we will not be ſeruants vnto any man: 
and with this anſwer ſent aga ine the mellenget to 

Craſſus. And when the king heard this anſwer; her 


was w2oth and gathered all his men of war, and all 
the nobles of his realme, and prepared a great atmie 
to deſtrop the Samians. The which thing he tiitght . 
haus bzought about had not the neſenger bin, which 


laid bnto him, Night deare ſir, thou maiff not be auen⸗ 
gedon the Samians ſo long as they haue Eſop with 
them, which in all their affaires and deeds helpeth x 
tounſelleth them; wherefoze it is neceſary that thou 
lend an Einballadoꝛ vnto the Samians, that they ihall 
ſend the Eſop, and that thou wilt par don + fe2giue 


them their treſpaſſe, fz if thou maiſt haue Eſop, thep . 


of Samy be in thy hands. And the kintz ſuddenſp ſent 
Emballadoꝛzs to them of Samy, the which Embal⸗ 
ſadozs applied and fet their wits, to ſhew vnto the 
Senate of Samy the will of their Lozd Craſſus: and 
ſaid that they ſhould ſend Eſop ſpeedily vnto him: 
and when Eſop vnderſtood what the King _— 
CT + vo, 


* 
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dod, hie ſaid to the Samians, Pp Loads, it pleaſeth me 
well togoe toward the king, but befoze Jgoe 4 will 
tell pou a Fable, 


5 How the Wolves ſent their Embaſl 


dours to the {heepe. 

TH time when beafs could ſpeake, the Molues 

made ware againſt the, @hcepe, and becauſe A 
Sheepe might nat ke pe them, noz hold againſt the 
Molues, they demanded helpe of the Dogges, byt 
which the checpe made the wolues to returne 
ward. Andhbecauſe the Wolucs could noz might not 
get noz haue any pꝛep, noz win nothing vpon the 
theeps becauſcof the dogs that kept them, the wotucs 
on a time ſent an Twbaſſadoz vnto the ſheepe, fog to 
have perpetuall peace with them.: and foz to have 
peace, the wolues went and dcmanacd, that foz to 
eſchew allſuſpition, the Dogs ould be giuen to the 
Wolves, oz elſe deffropedſor ever. And the Sharpe 
as fooles, in hope of peace and concoꝛd, confcnted, to 
their demand. And when all the dogs were flaine,the 
wolues toke vengeance vpon the ſherpe, as daily ap* 
peareth. When Eſop rehearſed this fable, the Sami- 
ans determined among themlelues, (hat Eſop would 
not goe toward the Ring. 

How Eſop obeyed not Samians, 
but went toward the King. 


FE obeped not the will of the Samians, but 


went with the Embaſſadozs towards the Bing 
And when he was come to the kings court, the King 
ſ&ing that Eſop was ſo defoꝛmed, and croked of bo⸗ 
dy, he was angry and wzoth with himſelfc, and ſaid 


wih great maruell, Js this ſame he, foꝛ the 22 of 
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them they of Samy would not obey unto me 2 Eſop 
then ſaid: Ah right deare Sir and Ring, certainly A 
am not come befoze thy Paieſtie by fozce, but of my 
god will J am come ts the, truſting ſo much vpon 
thy benignity, that thou wilt heare what J ſhall ſay 
bnto ther. 

The King gaue him audience, #leaue to f. ay what 
he would, and thus he began: The other day there 
was a man which chaled the Flyes, the which man 
tok a Nightingale, + the ightingals ſeeing that he 
would haue killed her, ſaid to the Falconer, Jpzay 
thee that, thou without cauſe wilt not dap me, foz ta 
no body dor x any harme oz danger, foz I eat not the 
co2ne, no2 deſtroy the fruits of the carth, hut gine (as. 
lace and iop to all them that gas by the way with mp 
ſong and boice, and of nit Walt thou haue but only u 
little carkuſle: and when the Falconer heard the bird 
ſpeake theſe luoꝛda, he let her goe. TUherefoze (right 
deare Sit) x pay the that thou without cauſe wilt 
not ſlap me, which aum nought and nothing wozth, foz 
to no body A doe harme noz would J doe. And foz the 
deſect r fœuleneſle of mp body, J map not doe, but 1 
can ſpeake and lap things that be p2ofitable to them 
that be in the moꝛtall lile of this pzeſent wozld. The 
king then maruelled and was moued to pittie, ana 
ſaid fo Eſop, 4 give not to thee thy life, fog foztume 
tteth it the, tif thou wilt haue ought elle of me, _ 
Fit tall begiuen thee. Then Elop ſaid, I aſke nothing 
of the but onely that thou give me the tribute of the 
Samians. Well, ſaid the King, J am content. Then 
Eſop greatly thanked the king, and after that he com- 
poſed þ Fables which be wzitten here inthis.Booke, 

and 
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and to the Ring he gaue them, and domanded of him 
the letters of the gift, fox the remiſſion of the tribute 
of the Samians, the which were deliuered to him by 
the Kings commandement, and with his god will, 
and manp other gifts: and Eſop then tooke his leaue 
ol the King, and⸗ returned ts Samy. 


How Eſop returned to Samy againc. 


A that Eſop was arriued in Samy, the people 
reteiued him wozſhipfnlly, and made great top 
at his comming. And Eſopcommanded the people to 
be aſſembled together at a certaine dap in the place 
appointed: And when as Efop was ſet inthe ſeat, he 
read vnto them the ropall Letters of king Craſſus, 
how he remitted e fozgaue them the tributes. After 
this Eſop departed from Samy, and would goe ſpozt 
bunſelfe thzongh many Regions, nations, and cities, 
giuing enſfgnments by hiſtories and fables vnto 
moꝛtall men. Amongſt the reſt he came to Babylon ; 
and becauſe he did ſhew there his wiſedome, he was 
reteiued and woꝛſhipkully feaſted of Lycure king of 
Babplon. At that tune the kings did ſend one to an- 
other playes and pꝛoblematicks, and ſuch other plea 
fant deuices foz their diſpozts : and hee which could 


, nat interpꝛet them, ſent tribute to him that ſent 


them. And becauſe that Eſop could interpzet them, he 
taught the king of Babplon the manner of it. After 
that hee compoſed many Fables, which the king of 
Babylon ſent to other kings, and becauſe they could 
not inferpzet them, they ſent manp tributes dnto 
hun, whereby his whole realme was mightily enri- 
ched. After that, becauſe Eſop hay no young * 

| be 
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he adopted a noble young child to be his ſonne ; the 
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which he pꝛeſented to the King, and de receiued him 
as if he had beene his owne ſonne, which child was 
named Eous. This Enus within a little while after, 
medled with the chambersr of Eſop, which he held foz 
his wife, and often knew her bodily, and becauſe he 
was greatly in doubt that Eſop wauld auenge him- 
ſelfe, hre accuſed Eſop ta the Ring of diuers crimes 
and high treaſon,he alſo compoſed falſe letters, ſhew⸗ 
ing by them to the king, how Eſop by fables which he 
ſent here and there, had betraied him, and that hs had 
con ſpixed his death. | 


How the King commanded chat Eſop ſhould 


* be put to death, and how he 


Was Gued. 

He king Licure belæuing & giuing credit to the 

accuſation made againſt Eſop, was very w2ath, 
and commanded Horope and his Sene hall that Eſop 
ſhould be put to death. But Horope ſ@ing that his 
ſentence was vniuft, kept Elop ſecretly within a @e- 
pulcher, and all his goods were giucn to his ſon which 
had accuſed him. Long after this Nactabanus king of 
Egypt, weening that Elophadcertainely bene put to 
death accoꝛding to thecommandement, ſent a p 
ſitton pꝛoblematick to Lyoure king of Babylon, which 
was as followeth. Nactabanus king of Egypt ſendeth 
greeting vnto Lycurc king of Babilon. Becauſe 1 
would ediffe g baild a tower the which Gali not touch 
heauẽ noz earth, 4 pꝛap thee ſend bntq me Paſonsto 
make vp the ſaid tower: e this requeſthging accom- 
plied, I (hall giue vnto ther the tenth tribute of all 
my 
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mp larios and cealures. And when the King of Baby 
lon heard this demand, he was greatly troubled and 
wꝛoth, and thought how he might giue anſwer to this 
. quefion. And when he had called all his ſages, foꝛ to 
haue the ſolution thereof, and found none that could 
declare the ſame, the Ring was mo2e angry thanhe 
 waghefo2e. And fo2 the great ſozrow that he toke 
thereof he fell downe to the ground, and ſaid : Alas, J 
am miſerablo,and haue loT the crow-e of my realme. 
Curſed he d, by whom J afade EH to bee put 
to death. And when Horupe the Seneſhall knew the 
great ànguiſh and ſoꝛrobo of the Ring: he ſaid fo him, 
Right deare ſtr, take nv m dꝛe ſoꝛroł in thy heart, but 
pardon and fozgine me, fo2 J made not Elop to be put 
to death as thai commandedꝰ ſt me foꝛ wel J will that 
pet thou ſhonldeſt haue neede of him: and doubting ta 
diſpleafe thy Maieſtie, ſince that day to this J haus 
kept᷑ him in a Sepulcher. When the Ring heard this 
he was very glad, and anon he roſe from the ground 
where he tap, and went and embzaced the @encthall 
ſaping: if it be ſo that Eſop map be found aliue, during 
my life 3 ſhall be bound to ther, and therefo2e A pzay 
the if it be ſo, let him come to me quickly. | 


How Efop was brought before the King, and how 
the King conmanded,thar he ſhould be put 
inhis former office and dig- 
nity againe. | | 
Sop being b2onght befozc the King, fell downe 
at the Rings ft. And when the King ſaw that 
Eſop looked ſo pale and ul, hæ had of him great 


pitty, and commanded that hee ſhould be W 
| ari 


, 
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aud newly cloathed. And when Eſop was bpon his 
ct. he tame betoꝛe the Bing, and full meekely ſaluted 
him, and demanded of him the cauſe why he had berne 
put in pꝛiſon. Then the Eing laid, that his adopted 
lonme Enus had accuſed him: and the Bing comman· 

ded that Bnus ſhould be puniſhed with ſuch paine, as 
thoſe deſerve that deviſe the death of their Fathers. 
15nf- Eſop pꝛaped the Ming he wauld fo2giue him. 
And when the King ſhewed Eſop the queſtion of the 
King of Egypt, and when Eſop had ſeen the Letter, he 
ſaid to the King, Write againe ts the King of 
t giue to him this anſwer: That after the winter 
bee paſſed and gone, thou ſhalt ſend vnto dim wozke 
men to build and make vp his Tower. And thus he 
ſent @mbaſſadozs to the king bf Egypt. After this 
the Ming made all the gods of Eſop to bee reſtozed 
bato him, and hs to be put in his firſt dignitie,gining 
Him fult arthozitie and might to puniſh his ſonne af4 


tor his owne will. But Eſop benignly received againe 


into his houſe his adopted Son and ſwetly chaftt- 
led and toꝛꝛeded him, and ſaid: Pp ſonne, oblerue you 


thp commandements, and keepe them in thy memo: 


rp: Foz we giue weil counſaile to other, but foz our 
ſeluetz wee cannot talte it: but becauſe thou art an hu- 
man man thou muſt be ſnbiex to Foztene +: Therfoze 
thou thalt fixft loue God, and kerpe thy ſelfe from the 
wꝛalh and anger of the King. ! 12169808 

And becauſe that thou art an humane man, haue 
thy care and ſolicitude on humane things, foz G M D 
doth punith the wicked folke: alſo it is no god 02 
heauenly thing to doe any bodie harme, but ſhew 
thy ſelfe cruell to thoſe that are thing . 


| 


* 
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the end that of them thon be not condemned: and to 
friends make iopfull ſemblance and goad cheere, to 
the end that thou maieſt haue the moze aſſurance of 
their helpe and god will; foz thou oughteſt to defire 
pꝛoſperitie and welfare to thy friends, and aduerſity 
to all thine enemies. Thou maieſt ſpeak faire to thy 
wife, to the intent that (he take not another man. be⸗ 
cauſea woman is variable, and as men flatter and 
ſpeak faire to her. the is leſſe inclined to do any euill. 
Keep thee well from the fellowſhip of the cruell man; 
fozalbeit that he haue god p2oſperitie, pet he is miſe- 
nable- Stop thine eares, and hold well thy tongue 
from fach talzing, and haue no enuie at other mens 
gods, foʒ ennie hindzeth the enuious. aue cars and 
regard oner thy familp, and that thou maisft be loued 
like a Lo2d, haue ſhame in thy ſelfe to doe any thing 
againſt reaſon, and be negligente 62 retcyles-teleane 
every day: Tell not thy counſell ta thy wife, ſpend 
no2 waſte not thy goods wilfullp, fo2 better it is to a 
man to leans his goods after his death, than to be a- 
begger in his life. Salute ioyſully ſuch as thou mee- 
teſt by the way. Foz the dogge maketh ſigne of iop 
with his taile to ſuch as he knoweth by the wap. 
Sock no man, neuer hide thy wiſedome, x all that thou 
bozroweſt giue it againe with gad will: e thoſe which 
thou maieſt helpe, refuſe not to dos god to. KeEp ther 
from euill company: ſhew to thy friends thy affaires 
and buſines, and beware that thou doe nothing where 
_ of thau maieſt repent ther afterward: and when ad⸗ 
uerſitie commeth, beare it patientiy. Harbour them 
that be harbourleſſe, cloath the naked. A god woꝛd 
appealeth anger. Surelp he is happie that ay 
ind im 
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him a god friend: for nothing is ſo ſecretly kept, but 
one time o2 other it will come to light. 

How Enus departed from Eſop, and went 


and killed himſelfe. 

Hus with many admonitions did Eſop inſtrum 
his ſonne, and Enus departed and ſaid, that vn⸗ 
tuſtly and without cauſe her had accuſed Eſop, foz 
which he was full of heauines and ſorzow, and went 
vp to the top of a high mountaine, and from thence 
caſt himſelft downe to the bottome : and thug wil⸗ 
fullp he bzake his bones and killedhimſelfe, as hi 
had ener kept euill rule and milgouernance: ſoʒ of an 
euill life commeth an euill end. After this, Eſop 
commanded the Falconers that they Could take 
foure poung Eagles which were not pet foozth of 
their neft. And when Eiop had them, her accuſtgs 
med them to cat their meat high and low, and each 
of them had to their f&te two childzen faſtened and 
bound: and as the childzen lift vpward, made their 
meat to come downeward, the poung Eagles like⸗ 

wiſe followed up anddowne to take their meat. 
{Theſe things thus ozdered, and Wlinter- being 
gone and paſt. Eiop tooke leave of Hing Lycure, and 
with his Eagles and childzen went into Egypt, and 
when hee was come befoze the Bing, the King ſ&ing 
Eiop ſo deformed and croake backed, thought in 
himſelle that hee was but a beaſt, and that the King 
of Babplon mocked him and his perſon, fo2 hee con- 
ſidered not that a fonle veſſell might ber full of god 
Wine. Foz men ought not onely to take his of the 
beilell, but to that which is in it. Eſop then pꝛe⸗ 
ſeptlp kneled beſozs the king, and right _ 
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faluted him: and the King ſifting in his Paieſtie 


ſaluted him right graciouſly and benignly, faying in 
this manner: How likeſt thou me # mine And Eſop 
anſwered, Dir, thouſeemeſt to ine to be the Sunne, 
and thy men the beames thereof. £565 


How Eſop made ſolution to the King of Ægypt, up- 
dn tha queſtion which he ſent to the 
King of Babylon. 


The King hauing hoard the anſ wer of Eſop, great | 
ly maruelled that he was ſo ſubtill in his anſwers | 


and ſaid to him on this manner: Haſt thou bzonght 
with ther all them that hall editie and make up my 
Tower: I haue ſaid Elop. But firſt thou muſt ſhew 
unto me the place whereas thou wilt haue it. The 
king then departed out of the place, and ſet Eſop in a 


kaire ſteld, and ſaid, Seſt thou this faire field-it is the 


place where 7 ſhould haue mp tower. Elop then to 
each toʒner of this field laiꝭ an Eagle with two chil« 
Bzen- The childzen held the meat bpward in the ayzs, 
t the Cagies hegan to fits after it. And then the chil- 


dꝛen with an high voyte began to crp, ſaping : Bzing | 


vs noh clap, ſtone, brick, waod, and tiles, and we ſhall 
build vp the Tower. And when the king ſaw this, he 
laid to Elop, as bp great adiniration : What haue ps 


men in pour land which haue wings: Elop ſaid, yea 


we haue manp luch. Then ſaid the king to Eſop, 
Thou haft vanquiſhed me by thy reaſons # wo2ds. 


But A pea thee anſwer me vnto this queſtion. J haue ſc 
made mares to bee bꝛought to me out of Gece, and 
tho haue receiued and bare hozſes by the help of the 
bozſes of Babylon. And Elop then anſwored 2 
| w 
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Hir, fo mozrow J fall gins pou an anſwer bnto 
this queſtion. And after that Elop was returned ta 
bis lodging; he ſaid in this manner ta his ſernants: 
oke that among you pe get me a great Cat, and 
the ſcruants accomplilhed the will of Eſop. Then 


E(-p openly befoze the folbes made the Cat tb bes 
beaten with rods : and as the Egyptians ſaw this, 
hey ran anon after the Cat to haue taken him, but 
hey might not: which feate doone, the Egyptiaums 
went and told the ing thereof. And anon the King 
ommanded that = ſhovld be bzought befoze his 
zerſon. Arid when Eſop was come, the Ring ſata 
nto him Come hither, what haſt thou done? 
zottelt thou not that the god that is adozed and 

ozlh:ppedof vs, is of the figure and likenells of & 
Tat: Foz certain? all ths Egyptians wazſhip a 
doze the Idol made after the fozms and figure of a 
Tat, wherefo2e haſt thou greatly offended. And E- 
p ſaid thus to the Bing: Sir, this falſe and euill 
caſt,on the night laſt paſt, offended againft the King 
ff Babylon, foz this beaſt hath ſlaine a Cocke which 
he much loued, becauſe he fought fo ſtrongly , an 
ung on the houres of the night. And the King ſatd: 
op Y ſhould neuer haue thought that thou wou ⸗ 
b haue made ſo great a leaſing befoze me. Foz if 

ay not he that this Cat ſhould haus gone and conte 
1 night from hence ta Babilon. And Eſop ſin» 
ing ſaid to him, it, in ſuch manner commeth ang 
zoeth to Babplon hozſes; luhich the mares bao 
ut of G2eece tonceiuta, and bare younghozſes. 
be King hearing this, pzaiſed greatly the wiſedonis 
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t wozſhipped him than he did befoze. And on the 


t moꝛrsw after, the King of Egypt made all the 
tefeff and greateſt of his qÞhiloſophers, and wiſeſt 
ori in all the country to be called befoze him, the 
dich hee infozmed of the great ſubtilty and wit of 
Efop, and commanded them to gee to Suf per into 
his court with E'op. Then they being ſet at the ta- 
ble, one of them ſaid thus to Eſop, thou muſt par- 
don me, fo2 hither am J ſent to ſpeake with thee: 
and Elop ſaid, ſap what it pleaſeth ther: and he ſaid, 
is Gods will no man lhonld make any leaſtngs. 
nd after, another ſaid vnto Eſop, there is a great 
Ade in the which is a columne right great, the 
ch tolumme beareth and ſuſtaineth twelue Cities,, 
and euerp Citie is coue reo with xrx. great ſailes, vp: 
on the which two women be ener running. And E 
ſop anſwered him in this manner: The (mall am 
little childzen in Babylon, know the ſolution of thts 
queſtion. Foz this temple whereof thou ſpeakeſt is 
geauen, and the columne ts the earth, the rit.Cities be 
the Tit. moneths of the pære, and the xxx. ſailes be 
the daies of the months, and the two women whic 
be ever running oner theſe ſailes, is the day and th 
night. Then ſaid the King of Egppt to the K o2ds 9 
his court, it is now right andreaſon, that J doe ſen 
gifts and tribuites to the ing of Babplon. And on 
of them ſatd to the King: Sir, we muſt pet make t 
him another queſtion, the which is this. What t 
that we neuer heard neſaw - And the King p2ape 
Efop to gine ſolution to this queſtion. And Eſc 
went to his ladging, ane fained to make an Dblig; 
tion, on the which hee made to ber wzitten — 


How Eſop returned into Babylon, and how the King 
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falloweth, 1 Natabamnus King of Egypt, a vg 


knowe to all men, that J, haue ba2rowed of | 
Lycure a thouſand marke of gold, which J Nacta- 
banus pꝛomiſed to pay to the [aid king Lycure with- 
ina tertaine time, (which then was paſt:) this wake 
ting did Elop p:eſent on the mozrow following to 
the King of Egypt, which greatly marnelled , 
and ſaid to the noblemen ol his court that wersthers 

zelent: Maue you ſeene 02 euer heard ſap, that ths, 
King Lycuce hath tent to me anp money 92 gther 
thing? and as the Loꝛds ſapd nay, Elop then ſaw 
to them: It it be as ye ſap,then pour quoſtion is aſſoy⸗ 
ted, for now you heare and ſee that which yon neuer 
heardno2 ſaw. And then they of Egpt ſaid, that King 
Lycurc was happy and foztunate, tg haue ſuch a ſub= 
iet and ſeruant as Eſop was, md the ing ſent Eſop 
againe vnto Babylan with great gifts, and tributes 


foz the King of Babplon. | 


cauſed a ſtatue or image of gold to be ſet 
bp in honour ot him. 

Fter Eſop was come againe befoze the Kink 

of Babylon, he rchearſeth to him all hee had 
done in Egypt. Mherefoze the King commanded, 
that in the wozſhip of Eiop, a Statue 03 Image of 
gold ſhould bee ſet up in the publike 82 common 
place. Within a while after, Eſop had great ders 
to goe into G2ece, and asked leaus of the ing to 
— thither, whereof the Ming was (ozrawfull, and 


ſop pzomiſedhim, that he would returne ints Ba⸗ 
bylon, and there he wauld _ du 3 
2 * 
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thus the ing? granted to him loane. And as E⸗ 
ſop-travelled though all the Cities of Gꝛeete with 
wozſhip, he ſhewed his Sapience and Fables, in ſuch 
wiſe that he got woꝛſhip and glozy, and was renow⸗ 
ned thꝛough all the land of Gzeece. At the laſt he 
came mfb the Land of Delphi, which was the beſt 
pꝛouinte in all Gzeece. The Citizens then of the 
Citie of Delphi, by their enuie mocked and diſhono- 
red Eſop, and Eſop ſaid unto them: Þp Lo2ds, pe 
be like the wood which is carried on the Sea, foz 
when men ce it a far re off, being toſſed with the 
waues, it ſeemes to be right great. but when men be- 
neere, it appeareth but a ſmall thing. Thus is it of 
vou, fo2 when I was farre from pou, J weened that 
pe had biene the beſt of all the land, and now J know 
that pe be the wozſt. And when the Delphines heard 
theſs wozds, they held a councell together, and one 
of them ſatd: Poſt wiſe Lozd, pe know very well 
bow that this man hath had great glozy in all the Ci- 
ties and places where he hath beene, wherefoze if we 
take not heed to our ſelues, he will robbe us of our 
great authozitp, and deſtrop us. Then thep imagi · 
ned how and in what manner thep might put him to 
death,but they durſt not attempt it fog the great com: 
pany of ſtrangers that were then within the Citie. 
Neuerthelefe, as they elpied one of the ſgrnants 
of Eſop making the males and other gart ready to 
ride and depazt thence ; they went and tooke a cup of 
gold out ofthe temple of Apollo, and ſecretly pat it 
into the male of Eſop. Eſop then being ignozant 
hereof, depacted from Delphi. But ere he was farre, 
the traitozs ran after, making great mo and 
clamsz2- 
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clamoz. And Eſop ſata to them iy Loꝛda, why tas 
pe me - And they ſapd, ah thefe of celeſtiall ozna* 
ments,crok-backed ana ſacrilegions, wherefoze baſk 
thoudeſpiſed and rodbed thc temple of Apollo ? 


How Eſop was betraved, and * be D 
to the Delphines the Fable of the 
at and the F ropye. 

Sop hearing this, dented it. And fozthwith they 

vnbound the male within the which they found 
the cup of gold: and they went and ſhewed it beloze 
the people. And Eſop eonſtoering and ſeeing their 
malice and wickedaeſſe, and knowing that hee conla 
not eſcape, began to wepe and ta be ſozrowfull fag 
bis fo2tune. And one of his friends, named Demas, 
ſeing Eſop thus weeping, comfozted him, ſaping 
thus: Haue good courage and retopce thy ſelfe. And 
anon the Delphines went and cancluded, that they 
(as aſacrileger woꝛthy to receiue a villanous kind 
of death) ſhould take Eſop, and cauſe him tobe len 
tothe top of a high mountainc foz to bee thzawne 
downe (rom thence head long. When Eſop 
their ſentence, he rehearſed to them this Fable, fog 
towithdꝛaw them from their malice, ſaping, 
peace was among all beafts, the Kat and the 
loued much each other, and the Kat called the 
tocome to dine with her. The Kat ſaidtg 
eat of the meat which pleaſeth ther heſt. 
they had eaten enough, the Frog ſapd tg 
Come with mee, ano thou halt fare well at 
per: and to the end thou mayſt the better 
ner, thon ſhalt binde thy wy tomy fate. T| 
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agreed, and anon the Frogge lept into the water, 
and 0zew the Kat after her. And as the Kat wag 
na re dzawned, he ſald to the Frogge, Mrongfully 
thou makeſt me toſutfer death, but they that abide 
aliue hall avenge this miſdeed on thee . And as thep 
were thus dꝛawing, the one fo: ward, and the ther 
backward, a Bite ſecing the debat and ſtrife be- 
Lehem both together and ate then, 

Ju like manner pe make me dio w2ongfutly : but Ba⸗ 
dylon and G:&ce ſhall auenge me vpon pou. Bit ret 

—— this the Dolphincs would not let Eſop goe, but 
| of death they dzew and pulled him &3cwdly, 
— beſt manner that he could, he de ended him · 
kalte againſt them. 

How Eſop died miſeral ly. 


: d as Eſop was thus fighting againſt them, 
A eſcaped out of their hands, and fled into the 


＋ of Apollo, but all that p2ofi:ed him nathing, 


__ fopbyfozce and ſtrength they dꝛew him fozth of the 
temple, and then they ledde Hun whereos tt ey ment 


to put him to death And Etap treing himſelfe lo 
bitupered, ſaid buto them: Þy Lozds, dzead pou 
not 80d Apollo ? he ſhall avenge mo on pou. 
pithRanding,foz all te could lap, they bzought 
' dim to the place where be would die: and ſceing he 
taub not eſcape from them, he began to them this 
Fable. There was a woman which had a daughter 
ut was a virginand a foole: *he' mother pzaped 
offts her gods. that they would gie to her daughter 
Wit and reaſon. Ver daughter wus vnce in the tem- 
und heard wat ſhe fad in her pꝛarers: and anon 
* inte ene 
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led aſacke full of cozne, ſhe tame and aſked him i 
he bid, and he ſaid: faire daughter, 7 put wit into th 
ſacke : and ſhe ſaid againe, alas my friend, Jpzay 
thee that thou wilt put ſome wit info mp bodp, my 
mother ſhall pay thee well foz thy labour. Then by 
toke her and put his wit into her belly, and toks her 
maiden head from her: and full glad ſhes returned 
home to het mother and ſaid to her, Pother, J hang 
found a faire young man, which hath put wit i 

me: and her mother hear ing theſe wozds, waxed ful 


ot ſoꝛ row, and ſaid: Pp. daughter, thonhaſt reca- - 


uered all thy wit, but the wit which thon hadſt thou 
ha ſt loſt. Likewiſe to them he rehearſed — Fu⸗ 
ble: There was a husbandman which krom his youth 
to his old age had neuer bene in the fields, no nenet 
came into anp citie; he pꝛaped his maſter that be 
might once ſee the citie, and they ſent him in a cart 
which was dzawne with Ales, and ſaid to him, pʒien 
well the Alles, and they ſhall leade thee to the Citis 2 
and after he had pꝛicked them, there aroſe a great 
tempeſt wherewith the Alles were ſoze fouled, la 
that they left their way, andtooke another wap, and 
dꝛew the cart vpon a mountaine top, ſo that bothhe 
and the cart fell downs to the foot of the hill. And 
as he (aw himſelfe falling, be ſaid to Iupiter an this 
manner, Ah Iupiter, Af Joffend thee, nuff J there» 
fozedieſo miſerably 2 Jam moze grieued at theſs 
fouls and inutile aſſes by whom J muſt receive death, 
than if they were faire and good hozſcs, Euen ſo it 
fareth with we, foz of good men and iuſt I ſhouldnot- 
be put to death, but of pou which are emll. And as 
they wer came tothe = u 

4 4 
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he told them another fable in this manner. Acertair 
man was enanoveed of his danghter, whom by fozce 
he denoured, and the ſaid vnto her father, ah Father 
thou art an euill man that haſt done to me ſuch a 
Game, fo2 rather J ſhould haue lutte red this crime 
ahund2ed other men than of thee : ſemblably it is of 
mee, foꝛ J had rather ſuffer death of other men than 
of pou. So they theſv him down from the top of te 
hill and thus he died miſerably. 
How the Delphines ſacrificed to their gods, 
edified a temple for to pleaſe them tor 
the death of f Gp. 

'A Pd after, when Eſop was al to death, it fell 
that in their citie ran a great peſtilence and 
famine, inſomuch that they loſt all their wits, and foz 
this cauſe they ſacrificed it to their god Apolloy to the 
end to pleaſe him fo: the death of Eſop, and becauſe} 
that bniuſtly and w2ongfully they put him to death, 
they made and edificd u temple, and when the Þ2in- | | 
tes and great Loꝛds of Gece had tidings how the 
s had put Eſop to death, they came to Delph 


Delphine 
to puniſh them that had put Elop to death. 
Thus endeth che life of Eſop. 


Here beginneth the Prologue of the Sp 
firſt Booke, 


Omulus the ſonne of Tiber of the Citie of 
Antique, greeting. Eſop a man of Gꝛeece | 
ſubtile and ingeniqus,teacheth in his Fables 
"how men ought ts gouerne themſelues. And 
| 


99 he end that we might ſhew the life and cuſtomes 
of all manner of men, he invuceth the —_ the 
recs, 


rtai 
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Trees, and the beats ſpeaking to the end that man 
map know wherefoꝛe the Fables were found in the 
which he hath wꝛitten the malice of euill people, and 
the arguments of Impꝛobes Me teacheth alſo to be 


\f humble. And fo: to vſe good wards, and many other 


faire examples, xthearſed and declared hereafter. The 
which J Romulus haue tranſlated out of Bzceke into 
Latine, the which if you read, they ſball ſharpen thy 
wit, and giue the cauſe of top andinirth. 


The Firſt Fable of the Cocke and the 


precious ſtone. 


S a Cocke once did (ke his lining in the 
dung hill, he found a p2ectous ſtone, to whom 
the Cocke ſaid, Ha faire ſtone and pꝛecious, 
| thou art here in the filth ; and if he that de 
fireth thee had found ther as J haue done, de would 


baus taken thee bp. and ſet thee in thy firſt eſtate, bat 


J in vaine haue found thee, fo2 nothing haue J to dat 
with thee, ne good J map doe to ther, ne thanto me. 
And this fable Eſop pꝛopofeth to them that read this 
booke : fo2 by the Cocke is vnder ſtood a foole, which 
carcth no moze ſoꝛ wiſdome, than the Cocke did faz 
the pzecious ſtone :and by this ſtone is vnderſtood this 


| Of the Wolfe and the Lambe, 
F the innoccut and of theſhzew, Eloprehearſeth 
this Fable. It was ſo that alanbs anda wolfe 
bothhad thirſt, and went both to the river to drinke, 
tho Wolfe dzanke aboue, and the Lambe beneathe : 
md as the Wolſeſaw the Lambe W 
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with a high voice, Knaue why haſt thou troubled 
my water which 4 ſhould now dzinke of - Ah my 
Lo3d, ſauing your grace, the water commeth fron 
you toward me. Then ſaid the Wolfe, haſt thou ng 
ame ne dead to curſe me:? The Labs ſaid, My 
Loꝛd by pour leaue. Chen ſaid the Molſe agains: Jt 
is not ſixe weekes paſt ace tyy father did as much, 
Andthe Lamve ſaid 7 was not then bozne. And the 
Wolfe ſaid againe : thou haſt eatea mp Father: the 
Lawbe ſaid A haue no t th. Then ſaid the Wolfe 
thou art well like thy father, and fo2 this nne and 
miſdede thou ſhalt die. The Wolfe then toke the 
Lambe and ate him. This fable ſheweth, that the e- 
nil man careth not by what manner he may rob and 
defroy the god and innocent man. 
Ot the Rat and the Frog. 

T Ow it was fo that the Natte went on Pilgri- 

mage, and came by a Riuer, and demanded helpe 
— the Frogge foꝛ to paſſe over, and then the Frog 
bound the Kats fote to her fte, and ſwam into the 
mida at the Riuer, and as they were there, the Frog 
abode fill, with an intent tod20wne the Nat. Jn the 
meane while;aÞite perceiuing it, toke them both a⸗ 
wav. du herefoze that man thatthinketh deceit,deceit 
Mall come tohim. 

Of the Dog and the Sheepe. 
F.quaxreliers-which euer bee (@king occaſton 
to doe ſame harme ta the god, Eſop giueth bg 
fhis fable. There was ſometimes a Dog Which 

deuianded of a Ohren aloafe of bzead, that hoe ha 
boz of him. The Gee pe anſwered, that he ne⸗ 
fer any af hin. eee 

Len r 
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wer it befo2e a Judge. And becauſe the ſh&p denp- 
ed the dept, the dog bzought with him faiſe witneſſe, 
to wit, the Wolfe, the Bite, and the Spa hawzke. 
When the witneſſcs ſhould ve examined ard heard, 
the Molfe ſaid to the Judge, Jam certaine and re- 
member well, that p dogge lent her aloafe of bꝛead: 
the Kite ſaid, ſuce receiued it to pꝛeſent my perſcn: 
and the Sparbawke 1aid to the ſheep why denpeſt 
thou that which theu haft taken and recewcd ? thug 
was the paze ſhop vanquiſhed. UWhercfoze the Jvge 
commanded her that ſhe ſhquld pay the Dog, and to 
that end, (he hould doe away befoze winter her figece 
of woll to pay the ſame. Thus was the poozeſh@pe 
deſpoiled. In ſuch manner the evill and hungry peas 
ple, by their great bnthankfulnefſe, rob and ſpoils 
pooꝛe folkes. 
Ot the Dogge and the pecce of fcſh. 
E that coveteth other mens goods, hæ oft lo- 
ſeth his owne, whereof Eſop rehseileth this 
Fable. In t ime paſt there was a deg which went 
over a bꝛidge, and held in his mouth a pete ol fleſh, 
and as he paſſed ouer the baidge, te perceived the ſha⸗ 
dow of his owne lelfe, and et his pet ce ot li ſh within 
the water : and he weening that it had be ene another 
peece of ſleſh, foꝛthwith thought to baue takenit: and 
as he opened his mouth, the ficlh eli into the water, 
and thus he loſt it. Night ſo is it with manp a ons, f 
when they thinke to rab other, they lecſe that which - 
they baue of their owne. 
Ot ibe Cow, the Goate, and the Sheepe. 
Is is accountedfoz accmmen ſaping among 
tat the ſervant Gould nat pzeſums hy 


mens, 
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plums with his Loꝛd. No? fo the pooze it is not good 
to haue partage, and diuiſton with him which is rich 
and mighty, wherefoze Eſop rehcarſeth ſuch a Fable⸗ 
The cawe, the goate and the ſhepe, went once a hun: 
ting, and tooke with them the Lion, 4 chaſed a Hart, 
and when they came to part it. the Lion ſaio: Pp 
Toꝛds, J let pou to wit, that the fir ſt part is — 
cauſe J am pour Lozd theſecond, becauſe J am ſkroft 
ger than pe be: the third, becauſe Iran moꝛe ſwiftly 
than pe did: and whoſ euer toucheth the fourth part, 
de hall be my moꝛ tall enemy. And thus he take from 
them the Hart. Mherefoꝛe this fable ſheweth that 
the poze ſhould not ke epe fellowſhip with the mighty, 
fo2 he is neuer faitijfull to the poꝛe. 
Of che Yheete and the Sunne. 
O man is changed by nature but an euill man 
4 map well haue a wozfe iſſue than himſelfe. E- 
{>> hcreof telleth vs a Falle A theke held the feaſt 
of his wedding, and his neighbours tame where the 
feaſt was kept, and dis wo2thip to the theefe: and a 
wiſe man ſceing that the neighbo2s of the theeke 
were topfull ę glad, ſaid to them, Ye make pou ⁊ glad» 
neſfe of th it whereof pe ſhould weepe, taks herd then 
to my wozds, and vnderſtand pour top. The Sunns 
would once be married, but all the nations of the 
woꝛld were againſt him, and pꝛaped Iupiter that he 
ſhould keepe the Sun from wedding. Then Iu- 
piter demanded of them the cauſe why they would 
not haue him to bee married : one of them ſaid to Iu- 
picer, thou knowelt well there is but one Sunne, and 
pet he butneth vs all, and if he be marricd and haue 
any chil den, they Mall deſtrop all mankinde: _—_ 
8205 
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fo2 this fable ſheweth, that we ought not fo ectoyce 
when we art in euill company. 
Ot che Wolte and rhe Crane. 
E that dotb any goad to an emll man, ſinneth 
as Eſop ſaith, foz of the god done to the euill, 
commeth no p2ofit, wherefoze Elop rehearſeth 
this fable. A Wolfe ate and deuoured a ſbeepe, of 
whoſe bones he had on in his thꝛoate, which he could 
not get out and ſoꝛe it grieved him. Wherefore the 
Molfe pzaped the Crane, that he would dzaw out of 
his thꝛoat the bone. And the Crane put downe his 
long neck into his thzoat, and dꝛew out the bone, 
whoreby the Wolfe was whole. Then the Crane 
demanded of him her reward. And þ Wolfe anſwers 
ed thou art right vnkinde and canſt ns good, remem⸗ 
bʒeſt thou not what J might haue done to thee 2 foz 
when thou haddelt thy necke within my thꝛoat, it 
J would J might haue bit it off. By this fable it ap- 
peaxeth that no good comes from an cuiil body. 
Ot rwo. hicches, how one lodged the other 
in time of littering, 
E not haſty to giue credit to the tales of flatte- 
rers, foꝛ by ſlvect woꝛʒds they deteiue good pes⸗ 


ple, whereot Elop telleth vs this fable. There was 


a Witch vpon a tima, which would faine litter and 
bee deliuered of her young ones, and came to the ha⸗ 
bitation of another Bitch, and praped her by (werte 
words, that thee would lend her a place where ſher 
might litter her poung ones, And that other Bitch 
lent to her, her bed and her hauſe, waning that thee 
had therein done well. And when the bitch had lit - 
tered ,the god bitch ſaid do her, that it was time * 

| e 
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the ſhauld goe and depart out of her houſe; and then 
tie »ther bitch and hor poung dog ran vpon her, 
and bit her, and caſt her foꝛthj of her owne houſe. Jn 
this manner many a one foz doing good hath hurt and 
damage. | 
Of the Man and the ſerpent, 

Here is no god gotten by helping an euill perſon 

{02 hs that helpeth, ſuch, ſhall ſurely be ill rewar: 
ded fo2 his labouc: amd he that ſaucth a theefe from 
the gallo ves pꝛouideth an enemie fo2 himſelfe:wher⸗ 
koze to withſtand ſuch, Elop rehearſeth to us this 
fable. There was ſometime a man which found a 
Serpent witita a Uinc, and by reaſon of the great 
kroſt in the Winter, the Serpent was hard and al⸗ 
moſt dead foꝛ cold, wherefo2e the good man pittied 


her, and tooke her bp, and bare her into his houſe, and 


laid her befoꝛe the fire.inſomnch that ſhe came againe 
to her fozmer ſtrength and vigour. And as ſoone as 
the was thus reuiued, ſhee began to cry and hifſe a 
bout the houſe, and to trouble the good-wite and her 
chiidꝛen. Wherefoze the good-inan would haue had 
her out of the houſe: but when he thought to haue ta⸗ 
ken her, ſhe ſpꝛung about his necke and had almoſt 


_ rrangledhim. Euen ſo it fareth with them that doe 


god to wicked people, foꝛ inſtead of loue and kindneſſ 


thep ſhall haue malice and enuv. 


Ot che Lion and the Aſſe. 
F them that mocke others. Eſop rchearſeth 
this fable. There was an Ale which met with 
a Lion, to whom hee ſaid-: Py bzother God ſaut 
tte; and the Lion thaked his head, and had great 
pains; to with hold his corage from „ 
E. 
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Aſſe. But the Lion faid ts himſfelfe, It behoneth 
not the teeth of ſo noble a L od ag J am, to biteſucha 
foule beaſt. Fo2 he that is wiſe muſt not hurt the 
an ff fole, noꝛ hed his woꝛds, but let him goe. | 

Or two Rats. 

Arre better is it to line in pouertie, than to liue 
ſon richly being euer in danger: whereof Eſop re; 
ar: | bearſeth this Fable. There were two Rats, where- 
om] of one was great and fat, and held him in the celler 
er- of a rich man, and the other was pooꝛe and leane. On 
his a dap this great Kat went to ſpozt him in the field, 
d and mette by the way the leane Ratte, of the which 
eat} he was received as well as he could into his pooze 
al- cane oꝛ hole, and gaue him of ſuch meat as he had. 
ed] Then ſaio the fat Uat, come thou with me, and J 
and ſhall gire the other meate. He went with him inte 
une] the Towze, and both entred into the rich mans celler 
2 as} Which was full sf gods, and when thep wers there, 
e- the great Rat pzeſented and gane to the poꝛze Rat 
her] diners dantie meats, ſaying bnts him: Be merry 
had} and make god cheere ; and as they were thus iap- 
ta] gully eating, the butler came into the teller, andthe 
toll] great Rat ranne into his hole, but the poꝛe Rat will 
doe] not whether to klee, but hid him behinde the doze with 
ade great feare and trembling, and the butler turned a⸗ 

gaine and ſaw him not. And when he was gone, the 
fat Rat came ont of his hole, and called the lane Nat 
eth which was pet in feare, and ſaid: Come hither and 
vith} feare not to fill thy belly: but the pooze Rat ſaid, foz 
aue] verp lone let me goe, foz 4 had rather eat cozne in 
eaty the fleld and live ſecurely, than to eat dainty fare 
the in ſach feare as thou dof here in this W 
lle. , theres 
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therefoze it is better ta line poorely and furelp, than 
toline richlp, and without aſſurance. 
Ot the Eaglc and the Fox. 

He puiſſant and mighty muſt doubt the fbi, 

as Eſop rehearieth to vs a fable. There was an 
Eagle which came where poung Fores were 
etoke away one of them, and gave it ts his poung 
Eagles to ſcede them with. The For went after him 
and pꝛayed hun to reſtoze it againe : But the Eagle 
ſaid, ga wavid not,faz hz was sauer him Loꝛd and ma- ſi 


_ Ker: Then the Fox full of ſubtiltie and malice, be- 


gan to put together a great abundance of ſtraw, and 
laid it vnder the tre where the Cagle and her poung 
birds were, and kindled it with ftre, and when the 
ſmoak and the flame began to riſe vpward,the Eagle 
fearing the death of his poung birds, reſtoꝛed to the 
For her youg one. 
Ot che Eagle and the Raven. 
E that is well and ſurely garniſhed, pet by 
falſe counſell may be betraped, as Eſop telleth 


bs ſucha fable. An Eagle was ſometime bpon a tree [Ut 


which held in his bill a nut which he tould not bzeake : 


the Nauen came bnts him and ſaid, thau ſhalt neuer 


n 
bzcake it vntill thou lie as high as thou canſt and ui 
then let it tall vpon the ſtones , and tbe Eagle did ſo, þ 
and by that meanes loſt his Rut. Thus manv haue 
bane deceiued thꝛeugh falfo counſell. 

Ot the Rauen and the Fox. | 
hey that be glad and ioyſull at the pzaifing of þ 
dattererers, oſt times doe repent them,whereof Mi 
Eſop rehearſeth to vs this Fable. A Rauen which jm: 
woes bpan a tre hcid in his bill apece nn, d 


* 
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the For delited much to haur: where ache went 
and pꝛaiſed hm in this manner; D' ——— 
thou art the geutleſt of all-athor birds, 
ers be ſo fairs t — — r.r 
well ſing it thou hadſt thy ! 
wouldeſt be the moſt — 
o wle which heard the flattoring words or the Fox, 
began to open his bill for tung. and: 
ſell to the ground, and the For toks 6 
it. And when the Nauen ſawthat fo: higdwneglo)y 
he Was deteinrd ber waxed help and Copedwinil, 
and it repented him that he had bele euren che Fr. 
Mheretoꝛe this fable teathetij us, that oe aught 
to ber glad dx tiapte in the wbzdsof falle a 
all folke; no: ta belteue flatter sts. n he 2001 
QftheLLion, the wed Bunch dhe Bulbi | "If 
Q? ant the Aſſer i erg! 0 
V J Ben > man bath to-his-dicatitn mn 68fice; 
her mut leave His avvacity'pxhamoeiſe, ts 


the end that der hen not hurt andnockeds 


2eaded and doubted mee, but now 4 am old and 
feeble 


r ˙ ²:m—AA ]³ ˙:m8 EE Goes i ond. 
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feebls, ud n&re my death; nous ſetteth ought by me, 
ui of-euary one tam abuſed 2and becauſe that 1 
haue lait at vigour and ſttength, J haue alfo loft my 
dignity-and wo;ſhip;; Therefoze this ſable ſheweth 
homme mirhe mp2 oſperity; left we be leon 
ned at all men in our anmerſity. 

t. Of the Aſſe and che young Dogge. 
to-mneddle with that which buy 

"A cannot doe. TWherofoze Eſop rehearſeth ſuch 
c tabla, aan a ſſe which was in the houſe of a Lo20, 
which han n little Dog which he lourd well, and att 
upon his table. And. ths little Dog fawned andleapt 
pon his gowne, and toall them that were in the 
honſe he ewed: his lots + wherefoze the Alle was] le 
enuious, and (aid in himſelle It mpLo2dand his ſer'y w; 
nants love: this muſcroant beaſt that ſheweth love] an 
towards them, bp all reaſon they muſt loue mer if 1 he 
ſhew:kindnefte towards them: and therefore from the 
hencefoath F will tas um difpozt, am make ioy andi boi 
play with my Ad and his ſeruants. And as the} J1 
Ade was in his thought and imagination, it happe| gre 
nod that hee ſaw his Rod entering into the houſt. no 
The Ale then began to donce: and to make cheereſ an 


und to ing wich his werte boice : aud app2ochingſſun 


towards his Lozd, leapt vpon his ſboalder, and be 
gan to iſle and licne him. The Loꝛd then began 
erp aut with a loud voice, and ſaid, Let this fouls 
whozeſorrthat hurteth me ſo (ode he well beaten © 
put awap- / Then the Kozds ſeruants toke gre 
fanes, and began to nite vpon the pooze Ale, ar 
beate him — ec 11836 cour age to dan 
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Of che Lion and the RaW t. 
12 mighty and puiſlant mulb fazgiue the leghle, 
foz oft the little map well giue aide and hel 
zh to thegrea* ; whercof Eſop rehearſeth ſuch. a 
df of a Lion which Cept in a fozreſt, and the Kats: dt- 
ſpoꝛzting them about him, it hapnod that 
vpon the Lion, whereat he awaked, and:with, 
bit claw he toke one of them: When the Rat ſajv.ber 
ach elfe thus taken, ſhee ſaid vnto the Lion: Py Loads 
2d; | 5p2ap youpardon me, foz little hall you wiane he 
ats my death, and 3 thought not to diſpleaſe pau ; hen 
apt thought the Lion with himſelfe, that it were ng Wwaz* 
the} hip to put her to death, wherefoze he fozg 
vas] let her goe. After this, it hapned that the ((aas 
er · wag taken in a ſnare, whereupon he began to cr 
ove} and make ſozrow : and when the Nat —— 2 
ir AI be appꝛoached, and demanded Whathe a 
an ihe Lion ſatd : Seeſt thou not how J am taken and 
md bound with this line: Then ſaid the Nat, Mm. 
the] 3 will not be vukinde, but ſhall ener rewember gan 
great mercie toward me, and withall if A can J Hall 
ut. now helpe pou. The Nat then began to bite:theicozd, 
ere and ſo long gnawed thereon, that the co20 bzake 1 
in ſunder, and the Lion eſcaped. | 
be MTherefoze this fable teacheth; how that amighty 
b man sought not to deſpiſe the little 62 meane, fog je 
iſthat cannot hurt by his ſtrength may giue tens 
; 8 — ä 
ea Of che young Kite, and bis Mother. 
E that euer doth euill, ought not to ham truſt 
that his pꝛaper ſhould be heard. Ot which mat⸗ 
8 I7 Eſop, tebearſeth this _ There was u Kife 


$6 The firſt Booke 


which was ſicke , in ſo much that he had no truſt 
recouer his health. And as he ſaw himſelfe weak 
andfeble, he pꝛaped his mother that the would pꝛa 
- buto ber gods foz him. His mother anſwered hut 
Tens thon haſt greatly offended and — — 
- ds that now they will auenge them on the, fo 
thou pꝛaieſt not to them foꝛ pity no2 loue, but fo2 fea 
dzead:fo2 he which leadeth an cuill life e in hin d 
is obſtinate, aught not to haue hope to be deliu 
Ted of his euill. Fo2 when onc is fallen into ertren 
"Gckenelle, then is the tune come that he muſt be pa 
uttoxding to his deeds : fo2 he that offendeth other i 
Ns ppofperity, ſhall find few friends when he fallet 
[4rite aduerſitie. 
on Of the Swallow and other birds. 7 
J that boleeveth not god counſell , hall ndfinct 
1 to he enill counſelicd, wherefoꝛe Eſop 
"1:5 7 hunrſeth to ys this fable following. a Plol 
need Linſed, c the Swallow ſœing that oft 
tame ninſed, men might haue nets and ging went 
ſaw lo ali other birds: Come ve all with me, and 
us pluck vp this, foz if we let it grow, the labourt 
thailmvke gins and nets to take vs all: but all th 
birds diſpꝛaiſed her cornſell. Then the ſwallow ſg 
ing this, went and harboured her ſelfe inthe plow 
manshoauſe. And when the flare was growne pul 
ted vp, the labonrer made ginnes and nets to tal 
birds, wherew'th he toke every day divers of th 
birds, and bzought them home ta his houfe. Whic 
the: alla ſerng; ſaid, J told you of th HN 
eyes + agg not be wat ned by me. 
Net Thernd ot che ſitit Booke. 
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The Prologue of the ſecond BoObe. 
LL manner of fables are found ts chew men 
what they ſhould enſue and follow, and alſo, 
me what they ought to leaue and fl: fo; Fabie ig 
Was mich to ſay in Poetry, as wozds in Theologie. 
WAnd thervoze J waite fableg to ſhew the god con- 
etWditions of god men: fo2 the Law is giuen foz freſ- 
Traders and miſdwoers :; and becauſe the good and iuſt 
em be not ſubiect to the Lat, as we finde and read ar the 
Hathenians, which liuing after the law of ature, and 
r Malſo at their libertie, would nee des haue a King foz to 
Wpuniſh all euill; but becauſe they wers not accuſta⸗ 
med ta be infozmed, whenanp of them was cozrected 
and puniſhed, they were greatly troubled when their 
Are Ring executed any Juſtice : becauſe that afoze 
that time, they had neuer beene vnder any mansſub- 
ectian, it was grienaus to them to be in ſeruituds, 
he reloꝛe thep were ſg2rowfullthat euer they had de» 
nanded anp King, Againſt the which Elop repears | 
— eth this fable following. | * 


The firſt Fable js of the Fee rogges. | 
and of Iupiter. 

au D thing is ſo god as to line inffly ang | 

. Il at liberty,fozfroedome and liberty is 

XI 8 better than any gold oz ſiluer: where⸗ | 

Hot Elop rehearſeth ſuch a fable: Di- 

l uers frags were in diches andponds, | 

* at their own liberty, thep all | 
0 with one conſent made requeſt vnto Mae, w/w: | 

vauld giue the f * 7 ee nnn, | 


"WH" -, 


to marnell, and foz their King he caſf them downe 
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great pæte of wod which with the fall thereof made 
great ſound in the water, whereof they had grell ol 
dꝛead und feare; vnd after as they appzoched to tei ca 
Aing foz to make him obeyſance, and perccined th le 
it was but a peece of wd, they turnedagaius to Iup 
ter pꝛaping him earneſtly that he world giue te the! 


anther King. Then lupiter gaue to them the Her | 
to be their King. Then the Peron entred into the 
Watet, and ate them one garter another. And whe ke 
the Frogs ſaw that their King did fo dtuoure them er 
they began to weepe to lupiter, and to ſap vnte him ® 
Night high and mighty lupiter, we pꝛay the to del al 
wt bs from the throte of this Tyꝛant, which eaten 17 
vs one after znother. And then ſaid lupiter to them fo 
the Ling which ye haue demanded ſhall be your Þa be 
fer. Mherefoꝛe, when men hare that which is ton ® 
werent, they ought to be iopfull and glad, and be that fe 
hath liberty, ought to kep it well, fo2 nothing is bet 5 
ter than liverty,fo2 liberty ſhould not beſo ſold fog al al 
the gold and Cluer in the world. f 
Of che Doucs, rhe Kite, and the bt 
Sparhaw ke. lc 


ec that pntteth himſclfe-bnder the laregard of ft 
2 potection of the enill, hall aſke helpe of them fi 
in time of nerd, and get none, accoꝛding to this 
pꝛeſent fable of the Doues which requeſted a Spar 
hawke to be their King, foz to kepe them from t 
Bite, and when the Sparhawke was made Rin; 
ofter them, he beganne to deſtre them: Then the 
Doues ſaid among themſelues, that better 1 
0 
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fo vs to ſuffer:of $ Rite, than to be ſubtetts dnto the 
Sparhawks, and ta be as we be, but gets 
""Y if we be welt wozthy, fot wyour ſelvesareMonsl 

taufte of this miſehicfe. Uhozrfoze it is g 
oz men to thinks well what will de the end, ore they 
ob begin anything. 2 % e eee 
| Ofthe theefe and the DOo g. 
ay f a man gjue any thing, he that receinethWy 
L to take hede to what end it is giuen, | 
hel rehearteth this fable. Thers wag theefs that cans 
em on a night into a mans houſs fo2 to haue tubes h 
im and the god mans Dogge began to at him 
ind then the theefe did caſt at him a pate 
nnd then the dog ſaid to him thon caſte 


all his houthold.” The dor-thimdegants 1 

the theeſe fled: an thus by conetouſneſfe tt | 

receiued great gifts, which have'canſed Hem toi 

their heads. Whersf6ze it its gd to car 

looke well to what intent the gift ts gin 

| that none may be betrapedbpgifts, 

fo2 gifts to wogke treaſon. © ans 

Of the Wolfe and the SW. 

Man ofight not to deleene all that de hen 


Amer Eſop rehearfeth ſuch a 
Wolfe which cams towards a Sow, which k 
and made forzow fo2 the great paine that ſhee felt, 
Gun ME the N wolte 
- 
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to bers ing: n ũiſter; make the yongpigs ſecure: 
fg2 iopſmilyand wit: goodwill A ſhall ſerus and helpe 
thoden he Dow then faidto him, goe fozth on thy 
—— baue na ned of the helpe of ſuch a ſer: 
want s joʒ as lang as thau ſhalt ſtana here, A ſhall not 
deliuer me — my charge: foꝛ thou deli i zſt nothing eiſe 
but to haue them and eat them. The M Uolſe then 
bis war, and anone the How was deliueredot 
2 hun, he had had a ſoz 
rofribkw eh. Ana thus be that fogitly bolecueth, 
neth to hun; 
the Mou taine that 4 
{@ it hapneths tbat he th t waketh, bath 
and is fearefull whereof Hop tehearleth 
#fable,:of a bull which began to tres 
e, becauſe gf: the Mole that aelue d. And 
W4winak Unearth began ta wake, they 


err tines 


2 
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| Ded as tuned te 10p, and ther 
waa T 2 ene men ought not to be⸗ 
ae e waꝛds: fo; ſore: 


en s $0 danger is. 
1285 as dot 


Fal and the Lambe. 
. to us ſucha fable, of a Molte which ſaw a 


at α man ſo much to get ſ ome 

4 1 ? a great heard of Goates, the- which 
ed a Sate, andthe Uolfe ſaid to hun: 
s not thy mather, goe and ſerke her at 


| 1 ind mozs $emerlp-ſogn the Goate will: T. the 


Await nat come nig the moin; 
when thenänel it was leng of the Pole, 


the godneſle whereof Eſopre⸗ 


the inountaine, foz ſhe hall nouctlh thee. moꝛe ſwert⸗ 
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Lambe anſwered him: This Goate nouriſheth me in 
ſtead of my mother, foꝛ ſhe let ueth to me her paps ſo⸗ 
ner than to any of her owne chilozen, and yet moze 
better it is foz me ts be here among theſe Goates, 
than to depart from hence, and to fall ints thy th oat 
and be devoured: Therefoze he is a foole, which being 
iafredome oz ſurety, putteth hunſeife in danger of 
death: foz better it is co ling hardlp in ſurety, than 
2* Ef ſweetly in perile and danger. 
1 Or che old Dog and his Maſter. 
VI En ougbt not to diſpꝛaiſe the ancient, naz to 
IVI put them backe, fuz if thou be poung, thou 


TR 


b- Þ oughteſt- to deſire greatly ts come to be old, alſo 

b theu onghteft to pꝛaiſe the acts oz deeds , which 
„they haue done in their poung age, whereof Eſep 

I rebearſeth to vs ſuch a fable. There was a L029 
which had a dog, the which in his youth had beene of 
god kind: as namelp to chaſe and hunt, andto haue 

» | great luſt ta run and take the wild beats. And 
>» | when this dogge was come to old age, and that hs 

; | coald no moze run, it hapned once that he let gos 
and eſcaped from him a Hare, wherefoze his Paſter 
was w2oth and angzy, and in great rage began to 
beat hum . Then ſaid the Dogge vnto him, Py Pa⸗ 
ſter, foz god ſeruice thou ptelde t me euill « fo2 in 
my poung age and p2oſperity, 4 ſerued the right 
well, and now that J am come ta mp old age, thou 
hateſt and ſetteſt me backe. Nemember, J pzay thee 
how that in my voung age J was ſtrong and luſtte, 
and now when J am old and ferble, thou ſetteſt no⸗ 
thing vy me. Thersfoze, who ſo doth any god in 
his pouth, in his old age he (ball not n in On: 

ertues 
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noertnes which he poſleſled in his pouth. 
Of the Hartes, and the Frogs. 

e NB lay commonly, that as the time goeth, 
fo much folkes goe, whereof Elop rehearſeth 
ſuch a fable, that he which beholdeth the euil 

fother, muſt haue patience of the euill which map 

— bpon himſelfe. Foz ſometimes as a hunter cha» 

ſed thzough the fields and wad, the ares began tg 

Ace fo; feare, and as they ran, thep palled though a 

meadow full of Froggee, and when the frogges ſaw 

the Bares run,thep began alſo to run and fie as fa ſt. 

Then one of the hares ſœing them ſo feartull, ſatd tg 

his fellowes: let vs ben 3 moꝛe ſo fearefull, ſoꝛ we be 

not alone in dzead, but all theſe frogs be in doubt as 
well as we: ther efoꝛe we ought not to deſpaire, but 
truſt and hope to live, and if a little aduerſity come 
vpon us we mult endeauaur to beare it patiently,foz 
the time will one day tome, that we ſhall he out of all 
feare and danger . ZTherefoze in the unhappp and bn- 
foztunate time, men ought not to viſtcuſt, but euer ta 
be in hope, that a time of better hap will come : even 
as peace commeth after warte, and faire weather al 
ter LAWS. a 
4 Of che Wolfe and the Kid. 
Dod childzen ought ts keepe the commando⸗ 
ments of their patents and friends, whereaf 

Eſop rehearfeth this fable following. There was a 

Goate whith h ad littered her young Kid. And hun · 

ger todbhe her, lo that ſhe would haue gone into the 

fields fo to haue eaten ſome graſſe, wherefo2s thee 
ſaid to het young Bid, Py childe, beware that if the 
Malfe teme hither to cat tho, that thou * 


4 
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the doꝛe fo him. When the Goate was gone, the 
Wolfe cams to the doze 2: and the Kidde a 
him, Ode hence euill and falſe beaſt, foꝛ well J ſ thee 
thꝛough the hole, that to haue me thou faineff the 
voice of mp mother, and therefoze I (hall kepe me 
wel from opening the doze. Thus god childzen ought 
to mark and lay vp in their harts the pꝛecepts of their 
parents, foz many a one is loſt and vndone foz lacks 
of obedience. 
Ot che Poore Man and the Serpent. | 
HE that applies himſelfe to doe other men harme 
{ Loughtnot to thinke himſelfs ſecure, wherefoze 
Eſop rehearſeth this Fable. There wos a Der- 
pent which came into the houſe of a pot man, any 
liued of that which fell from the poze mans table,foz 
the which thing there hapned great foztune to this 
man, and he became very rich. But on a day this man 
was angry againſt the Serpent, and tale a (wo2d E 
(mote at him, wherekoze the Serpent went out of ths 
bouſe, and came no moꝛe thither againe. A little afs 
ter, this man fell againe into great pouertie, and then 
be knew, that by foꝛtune of the Serpent he was be» 
come rich, wherefoze it repented him that he han 
dziuen away the Werpent. Then he went and hum⸗ 
bled himſelfe to the Serpent, ſaping: J pꝛay thee. 
that thou wilt pardon mee the offence that J hane - 
done ther. And the Serpent ſaid : Seeing thou re⸗ 
penteſt ther of thy miſderde, J fo2gine thee : but ag 
long as J ſhall line, Jfhall remember thy malice : 
fa2 as thou hurteſt me once, ſo maiſt thou againe. 
Wherefoze that which was once euill, ſhall ener ſo 
he held, men ought therefoze not to infult ouer him 
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hom they receine ſome benefit, noꝛ pet to ſufpect 
their good and true friends. 
Ot the Hart, the Sheepe, and the Wolfe. 
A Pꝛomiſe wbich is made by fo2ce and ſoꝛ feare, is 
not to be kept. Mhereof Eſop rehearſeth this 
following fable. A Hart in the pꝛeſence of a Molfe, 
demanded of a Shepe that ſhe hould pay a buthell of 
£o2ne, and the Wolfe commandcd the ſher pe ts pap it. 
And when the dap of payment was come, the Hart 
demanded of the Shape the cozne, And the Shepe 
ſaid to him; The covenants and pzomdes which are 
made bp fo:ce anddzead,are not ta be kept,fo2 it wag 
fazce to me being befo2e the Wolfe, to pꝛomiſe and 
grant to thee, that which thou neuer londeſt to mee; 
therefoze thou ſhalt haue nothing of me. Wherefoze 
it is good ſometunests make pꝛomiſe of ſome ſmall 
things, ts withſtand greater lolle ; foz the things that 
are done by fogce, haue no fidelitie. 
Of che bald man and the flie. 
Ja little euil! may come a greater. Whereaf 
Eſop rehearſcth this fable. There was a Fly 
which pꝛicked a man vpon his bald head, and 
when he would haue ſmitten her, the fled awap, and 
thus he (mot himſelfe, whereat the fly began tolaugh: 
and the bald man ſaideuill beaſt, thou deſerueſt well 
thy death, Jſmote my ſelfe, whereat thou diddeſt, 
mocke me, but if J had hit thee thou haddeſt lurelp 
bene ſlaine Tlerefoze men ſay commonly, that at 
the harm; of other men, none ought to laugh oz 
ſcoꝛne, hut enuious and ſcoꝛnefull wozds pꝛocure ma: 
ny enemies, foz which cauſe it oft happeneth, that 
a few bad woꝛds cauſ e great danger. 
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Of the Fox and the Scorke. 

O man ought to doe bnto others, that which he 
would nat ſhould be done vnto himſelfe. St 
is | which Eſop rehearleth this fable, to wit, of a Fox, 

g © which requeſted a Stozk to Supper, and the Fox put 

, the meat vpon a trencher the which meat the tozke 

fe migbt not eate, Whereof ſhe toke great diſpleaſure 
© anddeparted to her lodging: and betauſe the For had 
t thus decetued her, ſhee bethought her ſelfe how Gee 
o © might beguile the for: foz as men ſap, It is mer« 
e ry to beguile the beguilers, Wherefoze the Stozke 
. pzaped the Fox to come and ſup with her, and the 
) 

| 
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Stozke put his meat within a glaſſe, and when the 
for would haue eaten thereof he could not come by 
if, but onelp licked the ontſide of the glaſſe , becauſe 
he could not reach into it With his mouth. And then 
the Stozke ſaid to him, take part of ſuch fare as than 
gaueſt me. So the Fox right ſhamefully departey 
thence. Thus with the ſame rod which he made foz 
other, he was beaten himſelfe. ZTherefoze he that be- 
gmleth other, muſt looke tobe beginledagaine. © - 


Of che Wolfe and the mans head. 

Ome haue ma2e wozthip than wit, whereof E- 
; ſop rehearſeth a fable ofa Wolfe, Which found 
a dead mans head, the which he turned bp and downe 
with his foote, and ſaid: Ah how faire and pleaſant 
haſt thou beene,and noty thou haſt in thee neither wit 
no2 beantis, alſo thou art without voice and without 
thought : and therefoze men ought not to behold the 
beautie and faireneſſe of the body, but the goodneſle. 
of the conrage 3 lo ſometimes men giue bin = 
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wozlhip to ſome that haue not deſerued it. 
Oft the Iay and the Peacocke. 


One aught to weare another mans rayment, 
and to be pzoud thereof as it were his owne, 
whereof Eſop rehearſeth to vs this fable. There wag 
A Jap which decked and arraied her ſelfe with the fea» 
chers of aPeacocke, and when he was ſo deckt, har 
went and conuerſed among the Peacocks : and when 
he was with them, hs began to diſpꝛaiſe his fellowes. 
And when the Peacocks knew that he was not of 
their kinde, they anon plucked of all his feathers, and 
beate him in ſuch manner that no feathers abode vp; 
on him, ſo he fled away all naked and bare: and when 
his fellowes ſaw him, they ſaid : what gallant com- 


meth here: Where be his feathers which he had a 


While agoe⸗ hath he no (hams to come into our cont» 
pany 2 Then all the birds came vnto him and beate 
him, ſaying : It thou hadſt beene content with thing 
owns rapment, thou hadſt not ben put to this ſhame. 
FTterefoze it us not god to weare other mens clothes 
fo: many there are which bzag much of that which is 
not their owne. 
Or the Mule and the Fly. 
Die make a great labour which haue no might, 
ehcreaf Eſop rehearſeth this Fabls. There was 
a Carter which had a Cart that a ꝙule dzeb fozth 


and becauſe that the Pule went not faſtenough, the 


Fly ſaid to the Mule, Ah lazie Pule . why goefſt 
thau no faſter J ſhallſo greatly pꝛicke thee, that A 
ſhall make thce goe lightly. The Pule anſwered, 
Gadkeepe the Mone from the Wolnes,. foz J haue 
no great azeadne ſeate of thee,but J dzeadand 1 — 

63 


T7. £8 


of Eſops Fables. 77 


foz mp Pier that is upon me, whith confraineth 
mee to fulfill his will, andmoze I ought to dzead and 
doubt him, than thee that art nought and of no value 
ne might. Taherefoze men ought not to . 
which are not to he feared. 
Of che Ant and the Fly. | 

O make boaſt and vanting is but vaine glozp; 

whereof Eſop rehearſeth this following fable. 
There was an Ant and a Fly which ſtriued toge» 
ther, to wit, which was the moſt noble of them both: 
The Fly ſaid to the Ant, come hither Ant, Milt 
thou compare thy ſelfe with me, that dwell in the 
Kings palace, and eat and dzinke at his Table? and 
alſo X kiſſe both King and Nugne, and the moſt faire 
matdens + thon pooze miſcreant beaff, art euer 
within the earth. Then the Ant anſwered the Flp 
ſaping: Now know J well thy vanity andfo 
foz thou vaunteſt thee of that whereof thou 
be diſpꝛaiſed, foz in all places where thoufieft, thou 
art hated and put out, and liueſt in great danger, and 
as (one as Minter commeth thou ſhalt die; but J 
ſhall abide alius wit hin my chamber oz hole, where⸗ 
as J eat and dꝛinke at pleaſure: foz the winter Gall 
not fozgiue thee thy nuſdeede but ſhall lap thee. Thus 
he that will mocke and diſpzaiſe other, ought firſt te 
lake well info himſelfe, foz it is moze wiſedome to 
ſe and amend gur owne faults, than to hs ons o⸗ 
ther mens. 

Of che Wolfe, the Fox, and the Ape. 
He man that once falleth into any euill fault, he 
ſhall line with diſhonour,and inſuſpition euer af- 
ter: And howhbeit that in adugnturs pee 6” 
do 
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doe ſome p2ofitable thing to ſome other, vet he ſhou's 


nat be truſted no; beleeued, whereof Eſop rehearſcth 
bnto us this table following. There was a Wolfe 
that ſaid the For was an arrant theofe, and a rob⸗ 
ber of pooze people: and the For anſweced and ſaid, 
that he lied, and that he was a good and true man, 
and that he did much good and profit. And then the 
Ape, logich was (ct as a Judge betweene them, gaue 
ſentence and ſaid thus to the Wolfe : Come hither, 
thou haf loft all that wyich thou demande ſt: And 
thou For, 3 beleeue well that thou halt vſurped and 
robbed ſomett ing, holobeit that thou denieſt it in iu⸗ 

ice: but becauſe that peace map bœ betwixt pou 
both, ver fhall part together pour goods, to the end 
that none of vou both haue any whole part: Foz her 
that is accuſtomed to robbe and ſteale, with great 
paine he may abſt aine or refraine himſelte fi om it, 
fo: one begniler euermoze bheguileth; anather And be 
cauſe that the Ape found t hem ysth guilty and ſaſpt» 
| e made them acco2d and part halfe by halfe. 
TAhrketoze they that be accuſto ned to any defraud 
deceit, oꝛ falſhood, ſhall euer liue in great miſuuke and 


Cuſpttion- 

Of the Man and the Wefill, 

En ou:hf well to conſider the courage and 

thoug t of him that dot h goad, and to the end 

wer etoꝛe he dot it, whereof Eiop reheart 
ſcth a fable, of a man which tooks a Weſill which 
chaſed alter Rats within hs oule: And after-when 
he had taken the TUM, he would haue killed her. 
Uhen the pooꝛe Meũli ſaw the wzath andfary of 
the man, (he cryed untohim foz uiercp⸗ ſaping * 
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Hp Lo2d, I require and pꝛay thee that thou wilt par 
don mer, and that thou wtit reward me fo2 the great 


Nats out of thy houſe. And the man ſaid: thou didit 
it not foꝛ the lone of me, but onely thou haſt done it 
to fill thine owne bclly . foz if thou haſt done it fo2 
the loue of me, J would haue rewarded thee for it, but 
becaule thou didſt it nat fo2 to ſerue me, but to let 
and zamage me, fo2 what the Rats could not eat, 
thou aroſt away, and being waxed fat of mine owne 
bꝛead, thou muſt tender and give to me all the fat 
neiſe whiey thou haſt golten here, koꝛ he that robbeth 
muſt be robbed, Juxca illnd: pillate t es pillabuntur. 
F 02 it ſuſficeth not to doe well, but men mut haue a 
good intent in doing of it TUherefoze J will not par⸗ 
don thee, ſceing thou delerueſt no mercy, but pzeſently 
put thee to death. 
Or the Oxe and the Frogge. 
Be pooze man ougùt not to compare himſelfe fo 
him that is rich, as Eivp ſheweth to vs by this 
pꝛeſ ent fable. There was a Frog in a medow which 
cſpied an Dre, hard by in paFure,and perceiuing the 
Ore great and her ſelfc little, ſho began to (wella- 
gainſt the Dre, and ſaid to her childzen, Amanat A 
now as great as the Ore, and as mighty: and her 
thildꝛen ſatd, nap mother, foz when wee behald the 
Ore, pau ſeem? nothing like in bigneſſe to him. At 
theſe wazds the froxzge began maze to-\well, And 
when the Dre law the pꝛide and folly of the frogge, 
he trod vpon her with his fate, and bzake her all to 
pieces. Therefozeit is not god ſoꝛ the pooze to com- 
pate himſelſe with the ricls but rather to m—_ 
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himſelfe in his calling: leſt by ſtriuing beyond his 
power, he purchaſe not onely the ill will of the weal- hi 
thy, but wozke withall his owne woe x overthrow, ||; 


The end of the ſecond. Booke. a 
The third Booke of the ſubtile Fa- i 
bles of Eſop. * 

The firſt Fable of the Lion and w 
the Shcphcard- | be 


ep that are mighty and puiſſant, 0 
£53\ ought not to be vnmindfull of the be n 
1 nefits done vnts them by the pocht fz 
and ſimple, and aught alſo to requitiſ th 
them as much as in them lieth. Au r 
this Fable of Eſop approueth am w 
ſheweth vs, of a Lion which ran after a beaſt, anſ| j;; 
as he ran, a thozne entzed into his foote, which after | 
ward hurt and griened him greatly. Mherefoꝛe haf re 
might not goe; but as well as he could he came tif 13 
* Gepheard which was keeping ſherpe, and began tz 
flatter him with his taile, ſhewing his fote which 
was hurt: The Sepheard was in great feare am E 
dead, and caſt befo29 the Lion one of his ſheepe, but 
the Lion demanded no meat: foz moze he deſtredte 
haue ſome helpe ond caſe of his fte than any meat 
And when the ſhepheard law the wound, hee wit! 
bis needle ſubtilly drew the thoꝛne out of his fete, 
and toske out of the wound all the rotten fleſh, andy; 
corruption, and anointed the wound with ſuch wer 


gintments,that a non che Lion was * And * th 
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to render thanks vnto the Shepheard, the Lion kiſſed 
his hand, end went againe to the wod. And withs 
in a while ekter, it hapned that the Lion was taken, 
and conueighed into the Citie of Rome, and was put 
among the other beaſts fo2 to denoure the mildoers. 
It hapned alſo in pꝛoceſſe of time, that the ſame ſhep- 
heard committed an atfence, koz which he was ids 
god to bee denoured of beaſts, and as ſone as hee 
was caſt in among them, the Lion knew him, and 
began to behold him, and licked him with his tongue, 
and kept him from all other beaſts. Then knew the 
ſhephears that it was the ſame Lion bohich her had 
made whole, and that he would now recompence him 
foꝛ the good which he had done to him. Whereof all 
the Koinanes were greatlp abaſhed, and wonld alſo 
know the cauſe ot it, why he was ſo cheriſhed by the 
wild beaſt. And when they knew the cauſe, thap gaus 
leane to the ſhephearo to goe home, and ſent the 
Lion againe to the Fozreſf: Men ought therefoze to 
render thankes to their benefaco2s, foꝛ ingratitud 
is diſpleaſing to God, and hurtfull to man. | 
Ot rhe Lion and the Horſe, 
Ach one ought to chunne diſſimulation, fo2 none 
ought to faine himſelfe otherwiſe than he is, as 
Elop rehearſeth vnto vs by this fable. There 
dig was a Lion Which ſaw a Hoꝛſe eate graſſe in a mea⸗ 
at. dow. 4 being deſtrons to denoiire the Hoꝛzſe, hee went 
big to him and ſaid : God kepe thee my bzother, J ama 
te. good Leech, and hecauſe thou haſt a foꝛe foote, J will 
ani helpe thee. The Bozſe kno wing well the Lions euii 
rd intent, ſaid: J am glad bzother at thy comming hi⸗ 
fog ther, J pꝛay the now that thou wilt make my fote 
b F 3 whele: 
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whole: and then the Lion ſaid to the Boſe, let mee 
ſe thy fot ; and as the U ion locked on it, the hoꝛſe 
ſmote him on the ſoꝛehead, in ſuch wiſe that he brake 
his head, and the L. ion fell to the ground, being hurt 
ſo grieuoully that he coul3 hardly rice againe. And 
being bp againe, he ſaid to binſelfe : Surely J am 
well woꝛthy of this, fo2 he that ſ&keth cuiil, euill 
commeth to him: and becauſe that J diſſembled, and 
fained my ſelfe to be a Phyſition. whercas I ſhould 
haue ſhewed mp ſelfe a great encmy, I therfo:e haue 
received amete rewaro. There foze eticip one ought 
to hewhunſelfe plainely os he is. 
Ot rhe Horle and che Alle, 

E that is ſoztunatcand happie knowes not how 

ſons hee may be peoze and miferable. And 
therefoze none ought to deſpiſe the ſimple, but rather 
to thinke himſclfe map become as meane and poꝛe. 
TWhcereof Eiop ſheweth this fable. There wos a 


great Bozſe which was well harneſled and apparrel- 


led and his ſaddle richly furniſhed with gold, this 
Mozſe met with a poꝛe Aſſe ſoꝛe laden in a narrow 
wap, and becauſe the ATe turned not backe, incon- 
tinent the Hoꝛſe ſaid to hum Unmannerlp beaſt, haſt 
thou no ſhame, beareſt thou no rcucrence vnto thy 
Tozd: Who hoideth me now, that J with mp fte 
bꝛeake not thy head, becauſe tou giueſt not place fo; 
me to paſſe by the - The pooꝛe Ale anf wered neuer 
a woꝛd but was ſoꝛrp: and after that, he would haue 
beaten him, whereat the Alle ſtill helv his peace ag 
wiſe and ſage, and ſo the hoꝛſe went his wap. And 
Within a while after, it befell that foztune turned 
her whale ſo downe, that this faire hozle * old, 
ane, 
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leane and ſicke, and out of all pꝛoſperitie, and his ma- 
ner commanded he ſhould be had into the Tone, 
and inftead of his rich ſaddle, men ſhould put on his 
backe a panier foz to beare dung to the flelds. Now 
it hapned that the Aſie which was in a meddow ea- 
ting graſſe, perceiued the Yozſe, and knew him well 
whereof being great y abaſhed, he maruailled much 
how he ſhould become ſa poꝛe and leane. And as the 
Ilſe went toward him, he ſaid, Ha feliow where is 
now thy faire ſaddle, and thy rich bzidle garniſhed 
with gold; how art thou now become ſo leane: what 
hath thy pꝛide p2ofited thee, the great pꝛeſumption 
which once thou didſt ſhew tome: thinke now how 
thou art leane and vnthzilty, and how thou and J bs 
not of one office. And now the miſerable and vnhappie 
Hoꝛſe was abaſhed, and fo2 ſyame looked downeward 
and anſwered neuer a wozd. Foz ail his felicitie was 
then cleane turned into aduerſitie. Wherefoze 
they that be in felicitic, ought not ta mocke and 
ſcoꝛne them that be in aducriitic, foꝛ many haue 
bene rich, which now are in great pouertie aud 
nxde. | 
Of the Birds and of the Beaſts. 
Pe man cannot ſerve two Maſters, which ber 
contrarp one to the other, as Eſop ſheweth in 
this pꝛeſent fable. Dna time the beats made 
great warre againſt the birds, and they fought often 
together. And the But fearing the wolues, and that 
the beaſts would vanquiſh them, dhe thaught in 
her minde and ſaid to herſelfe, We are not able to o⸗ 
uertome the beaſts, wherefoze J will ſane mp life 
andgoe take part with them. And when the nr 
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into the battell of the Beaſts by ſuch a ſtrength, that 
with the helpe of the other birds he got the field, and 
vanquiſhed the beaſtg, wherefo:e the Vtaſts made 
peace with the Birds, and were all of one accozd and 
one will: and fo2 the ireaſen that the Bat hath made 
the was condemned neuer too the dap a neuer to fiy 
but only by night: and alſo he was defpoiled of all her 
feathers. So he that will ſerve two Maſteis, con: 
trary one to another, is not ts be accounted wilt no; 
true: and they which leaue their owns maſters to 
ſerue a ſtranger, which is ercmit tc him, axe wozthy 
to be puniſhed. Foz the Goſpel! laith, no nan can 
ſerue both God and the deuill. 
Of che Nightingale and the Spa hawke. 

EE that oppꝛeſſeth the innocent, wall haue an 

euill end, whereof E'op reheatlethtlis Fable 
following. There was a Sparhawke which put her 
ſeife within the neſt of a ightingale , where her 
found the young birds. The Nightingale came and 
perceiued it, where foꝛe Me pꝛaped and required hun 


to haue pitty on her poung birds: and the Spar⸗ 
Hawke anſwered and ſaid: If thou wilt that J grant 


thy requeſt, thou muſt fing ſlveetly after inp will. 
And the Nightingale began to ſing, \ weetlp, not with 
the heart, but with the th:oat only, foz Thee was 
filled with ſozrow that otherwiſe the might not ſing. 
The Sparhawke ſaid to the Nightingale, this ſong 


'pleaſeth me not, and then hee toke one of the poung 


birds and deuoured it. And as he would haue deuons 
red another, there came a Hunter, which did caſt a 
Net vpon the Þparhawke, and when he would haue 

flowng 


was oꝛdained on both des, the Eagle hegan to enker t 


Jef Elop rehearſeth a fable. There wag a Wolfe" 
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g£olunc awap, he might not, fo2 he was taken. And 
therefoze he that hurteth the innocent, ts roche to 
dye an enill death, as Cain didfoz killing Abel. 
Of the Wolfe and the Fox. 
Doztune helpeth both good and euill folke, and 
all them which he helpeth, no euill hapneth vns 
to them. But they that ſet their malice again 
Foꝛtune, be ſubuerted # ouerthzowne by her. Wheres 


which had gathered together a great pzap of meat, 
that he might the better livg dilicionfly, whereof ths! 
Fox had great enup, and that he might ſteals ſomes: 
of that meat, he went into the caue of the Wolfe am 
ſaid to him: Pp gollip, becauſe that it is long ſince; 
Iſaw thee, Jam in great heauineſſe andforzow, and 
iſo becanſe a long time we haue not bin connerſant 
together. When the Wolfe knew the malice of the 
For, he ſaid, Thou art not come hither to ſie ham 
J fare, but to rob mee. Foz Which woꝛds the fog! 
was angry, and went to a Shepheard, and laid: Je 
chou wilt be auenged bn the Wolfe which is cnente- 
to thy heard, this dap ſhall J put him into thy hangs; 
And the Shepheard anſwered the For thus: then 
doe as thou ſaieſt, I hall pay thee well foz it. Then 
the kor hewed him the hole wherein hee was, und 
the Shepheard iucontinent went thither, and with 
4 ſpeare he killed the Wolfe. By this meanes the 
For was well refreſhed with the Molues dictuals, 
but as hee returnedhome, her was devoured of dogs 1 
wherefoze he ſaid to:himſelfe, decauſe i haue done e⸗ 
uill, euill commeth to me: foz ſinne returneth to his 
Paſter, and 2 | =_ 
4 ; : 
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Of che Hart and the Hunter. 
Ent ometime pꝛaiſe that that ſhould be ita 
ſed, and oftentunes men blame and diſpzatſey 
that which ſhould be pꝛaiſed, as E.lop ſheweth in this 
following fable. It happened that a Hart vpon a 
time d2anke in a fountainc oz Tell and as hee 
dzanke he ſaw his head which was hoznev, where: 
fozehee pꝛaiſed inuch his hoꝛnes. and as hee looked 
on his legges, which were long and mall, he diſpꝛai⸗ 
ſed and dilliked them. And as he was d2inking, hee 
heard the voice and barking of degs, wherefoze he 
wauld haue fled into the Foꝛreſt to ! aue ſaved hun? 
ſalfe: and as he ſaw tie dogs ſa nee hun. ce won 
faine haue entred within a buch hard by, but hee 
might not, foꝛ his hoznes kept him out; and when tee 
ſaw that he might not eſcape, he began to (ap within 
bimſeife, J haue blamed and diſpꝛaiſed my legges, 
which have been? to mc pꝛafitable, and haue pꝛaiſed 
myhoznes, which be now the cauſc of mp teath. Men 
ought not therefoꝛe to diſp2acſe the thing that is p20: 
table, noz pꝛaile the thing that is rnp:ofitable. 
VDhey ought to pꝛaiſe and toue the Ct.urcy of Cbꝛiſts, 
and all the commadements of the ſome. They 
ought alſo to diſpzaiſe and fig all inne aud vice, 
which ts both euill and damnable. 
| Ot che Goddetic Iuno and Venus, 
with other women. f 
 Efoze the Gods and Gadacdes, men muſt ever 
paniſe chaſtitie, ſoꝛ it is wozſhipfvli and an honeſt 
tying to any man, to hold him well content alone. 
Wut Menus fag her dilpazt, e to dziue away the time, 
would interpꝛet the ſaping of the Mens, * 
| TX 


che demanded a Hen that was in her houſe. But ut 
this time J ſhall keepe my tougue and ſpeake no 
further thereof, foz many wiſe men haneſene and 
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read all this boke, and underſtand all the matter of 
it. And becauſe it is little and honeſt, and that wee 
all be bound to keepe Ladies in their woꝛſhip and ho- 
nour, and alſo in euerp place we ought to pzaiſe 
them, wee will now ceaſe to enquire kurther ol this 
matter and hiſtory, which we ſhall leaue in Latine fo: 
great Clerkes, æ in ſpectall foz them that will ſpend 
their time to ſtudy and read the gloſſe of Eſop. | 
Otthe Knight & the Widdow, :.. 

He woman that lincth in this wozid without 
repꝛoach and blame, is woꝛthy to hee pꝛaiſed 
greatly, whereof Elop rehearſeth a fable of a man 
and a woman which loued much each other. It hap⸗ 
ned them by Arropos oz death (which war all muſf 
ſuffer) that the ſaid inan died, and as men mould haue 
boꝛne him to his graue, which was withaut this 
tor ne, his wile made great ſoꝛrow, and wept piftt: 
dully: and when he was but ied, ſhe would remaine 
{tilt vpon the graue, gud made her a little lodge oz 
zotiſe thereupon, and out of that lodge ſher would 
neuer depart. foꝛ any falre wozdg, neither foz any 
gift, no2 fo2 diſpleaſure ot her Parents. Naw it be⸗ 
fell in the tawne that a miſdder was condemned to 
be hanged, and to the end he ſhould not bee taken 
d gwne from the gailowes, commandement was gi⸗ 
uen that a knight ſhould kerpe him, and at the knight 
kept him, hee had a great thirſt, and per tetuing the 
lodge of the laid woman, he went vnto her, and de⸗ 
ſired het to g's him ſome dzinke, and ſhe with gad 
heare 
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heart gaue him dꝛin tte, and when he had dzunke, ha 


returned toward the gallowes. This Unight came 
another time to the woman to comfoꝛt her, andthe 
times he did ſo. And as he was thus going and cou 
ming, doubting of no body, in the meane while the 
hanged man was taken from the gallowes: and when 


the Knight was come to the gallowes: and ſam his 


dead man gone, he was greatly abaſhed, and not with⸗ 
out cauſe, fo2 he was charged with him vpon paine 
of death, that if he were taken awap, this Lintaht 
Ghould ſuffer death: and incontinent he went to the 
ſaid woman, and ktCed her fert, and lay befoze her 
as he had bene dead. And lhe ſaid, my friend, what 
wilt thou that J doe foz thee : Alas, ſaid hee. pꝛay 
thee that thou helpe and counſell me at my ned, fo2 
now becanſe J haue not kept my that e well, J muff 
ſuffer death . And then the woman ſaid, Yaus thou 


no dꝛead my friend, foz 7 will finde ameanes to de⸗ 


liuer the, foz we will takemy husband, and hang him 
inſtead of the theefe. Then began ſhe to delue, and 
toke ont of the earth her husband, and at night, ſhe 
hanged him on the gallowes in Fead of the theſe,and 
(aid to the Knight' , Right deare friend, A pꝛap the 
keope it ſecret,foz we doe it fecretly. Thus dead men 
haue ſome that ſozrow for them, but the ſo2row 
ts ſone gane and paſt. They that be aliue haue ſome 
which dꝛead them, but their dꝛead ceaſeth when they 
Of the young man and the common harlot. 

FJ the common and foliſh woman, Eſop ve- 
hearſeth to vs à fable: There was a woman 
named Thais, which becauſe of her fained loue, _ 
e 
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e lolle and death ol many young men. To one that 
ad beat her often befo2e that time, he faid ; By 
ight deare loue and friend, 7 ſuppoſe that of many 
one 3 am deſired andloued : neuertheleſſe, 2 ſhall 
et mp loue on thee alone, wherefo2e J p2ay ther that 
hou wilt be mine, and J (hall be thine,fo2 all thy gods 
care not, but fo2 thy ſweet body. But he that very 
vell knew the fantaſte of the woman, an{wcred her 
ight ſweetly, thy will and my will be both one, foz 
hou art ſhe J moſt deſire, and ſhe that J ſhall loue al 
he tins of my life, if thou no moze deceive me, but 
ecauſe thou haſt deceined me in times paſt, J am the | 
noꝛe affratd of thee. But notwithſtanding this, thou 
t much pleaſant and faire in the ſight of me. Thus 
e one | egu led the other; foz the lone of a common 
alot is not to be truſted: thou aughteſt therefozeto 
;inke, that the common woman alwaies loneth the 
luer moꝛe than thee. 7715 
Of the Father and the euill ſonne. 
| Be god and wiſe fathcr, ought to chaſtice his. 
childꝛen in their poung age, aud not when they 
ce old, fo2 then it is nah dificulty to make them 
bow, as Elop rehearſeth ta ps a Fable, of a Father 
which had a Sonne the lohich did nothing that hee 
ought to haue done, but euer was going and plaping 
in the towne. And the Father foz the miſ rule of his 
'onne, b2awled euer, and beat his ſernant, telling 
vnto them a fable of a Plowman oz iahaurer, which 
bound a Full by the hoznes to an Dre 2 The Bull 
would not be hound, but ſmote ſtronglp at the man 
with his krete, and lanched at him with his hoznas. 
At the lat, being hound, the laborer laid to a 
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J haue topned and bound vou both together, tothe bent 


end that you ſhould doe ſome labour. But will that 
the leaſt of you two, that s, the Bull, be learned and 
taught of the greateſt, which is the Dre ; foꝛ X multi 
(ſard the labourer to himſelfe) binde them thus toge: 
ther, to the end that the Eull which is young, fierce, ae 
malicious and ſtrong, (nite ne hurt no bodie, where · en 
ort great danger might come to mee. But bocaufe he! 
know well that the Dre ſhall teach and gouerne hin he 
well, J have bound them both together. Mhere bye 

this fable heweth bs, that the father ought both tame 
teath and giue god example to the child, and to cha- 


kiſe him while he is young : fo; he that loucth his we 


child, wil chaſtile hun. | ne 
Ot the Serpent and tlie File. [wi 
He Authoz, that is to wit, EG» rehearfeth ten 
vnto vs a fable of two eui.s, ſapin;, a Serpent we 
entred ſometime withen the Foꝛge of a Smith, fo: ] the 
to ſearch foꝛ ſome meat fo2 her dinner, it hapned that | Ve 
ſhe found a file, which ſhe began to gnaw with her col 
tet. Then ſaid the File to her if thou doe bite am on 
gnaw me, vet ſhalt thou doe ens hurt, but thou ſhalt | << 
hurt thy ſelfe, foꝛ by mp Nena all tbe iron is plai- l 
ned, and therefoꝛe thou at a fle to gnau on me :foz | V' 
I tell th that no euill may hurt ne damage anather th 
euill, and ſo of the hard: fo2 one hardſhall not bzeake 
another, noʒ two enuious men ſhall not both xide vp⸗ 
on one Alle. Wherefoze he that is mighty, 0 mattloue | £9! 
him that is as mightv. 

| Orthe Wolues andi tlie ſheepe. . ' 97 
ch men as haue a god head and god captaine, — 

gyt nat to leaue him, ko; he that leaueth, re- 
penteth 


1 , 
1 
x 
. . : 
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enteth afterward, as Eſop rehearketh to bs this 
Fable, of the ſhepe which had warre and diſcentt- 
nauith the TAglues, and becauſe that the Molues 
vere too ſtrong fo2 the @hwepe, the Sheepe tooke foz 
heir helpe the Dogs and the weathers alſo, and then 
vas the battaile of the ſherpe great and ſtrong, and 
ey fought ſo vicozionfip againſt the Wolves, that 
hey put them to flight. And when the wolues ſaw 
he Erengthof their adverſaries, they ſent an Em⸗ 
alladour toward the Shep fo2 to haue peace as 
nong them: the which Embaſladour ſaid vnto the 
ſher pe in this manner: If ye will gine bs the Dogs, 
wo fall (weare vnto pou, that we ſhall neuer keep 
ne hold warte againſt pou. And the Sheepe an: 
ſwered : If pe will ſweare hereto, wee ſhall be con⸗ 
thtent And thus they made peace together, but the 
nt | wolues killed the Dogs which were Captaines of 
o the ſheepe : wherekoꝛe, when the little young wolues 
at were grown to their age, they came to each part and 
er contriued and aſſembled them together, and all with 
none accozd and will ſaid to their anceſto2s x fathers : 
t Mee muſt eate vp all the ſheepe. Their fathers an- 
j- | [wered and ſaid vnto them: Mee haue made peace 
2 | with them: Heuertheleſſe the young wolues brake 
r the peace and ran fiercely bpon the ſheep?, and their 
ef fathers after them: and thus becauſe that the ſheepe 
„had delivered the dogges to the wolueg which were 
their Captaines,they were all deVcoped. Therefoze 
it is good to keepe well a good captaine, which map 
a: neede ſuccour and helpe : Fo2 a true friend at 
neede, is better than gold; foz if the ſheepe had kept 
the dogges with them, the wolues had not devoured 
them. 


f j 
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them, TWherefo2e it is a ſure thing fo keepe well? 
loue of his Pꝛotectoꝛ and good friend. — 
Ot the Man and the Wood. 
E that giueth ayd and helpe to his enemp, 
the cauſe of his owne death, as Eſop rehear 
ſeth by this fabls. There was a man tvwhich made an 
are, and after he had made it, he asked of the trees i 
handle foꝛ it, and the tres were content to give him 
ens. And when he had made faſt the handle to the 
Are, he began to cut and throw downe to the around 
all the trees: whereſo:e the Dake and Alh ſaid: if 
we be cut it is but right and reaſon, foꝛ of our owne 
ſcife we be cut and thzowne downe. And that it is 
not good foz one to put himſelfe into the danger and 
ſubiectofs of his enemp, as thou maiſt ſ& by this 
pꝛeſent fable. Foz men ought not to giuc the ſtaffe by 


which thep be beaten. 


Ot the Wolfe and the Dogge. 

" Jberfte oz fredome is a pleaſant hing, where: 
of Eſop rehearſeth a fable. A wolfe anda Dog 
by chance met together. And the Ulolfe deman⸗ 
ded of the Dogge how he came to be ſo fat: the Dog 
anſwered : J haue well kept my Loꝛds houſe, haue 
baxked at the thenes which came into my maſters 
bouſe : Wherefoze he and his men giue mc plen- 
fy of meat, whereof J am faire and fat. And the 
Wolfe ſaid to him, It is well ſaid my brother, and 
ſurely ſceing thou fareſt there ſo well, J haue a very 
great deſtre to dwell with thee, to the intent that thou 
and I map both dine together, TTleil, ſatd the Dogge, 
come thou with me, if thou wilt be at thy eaſe as 1 

am and haue no d2ead, noz doubt of any thing. 


Then 
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den the Wolfe went with the Dogge, and as they 
went by the wap, the Wolfe beheld the Dogs necke 


which was all bare of hatre, and demanded of the 
dog and ſatd, My bꝛother, why is thy necke ſo bare - 
and the dog ſaid, it is bp reaſon of my great collar of 
iron, to the which daily J am faſtened, and at night 
7 am vnbound fo2 to keepe thehonſe the better: then 
ſaid the wolfe to the Dag, IJ that am in liberty, will 
not be put in ſuch ſubiection to be bound and need not, 
and therefoze if thou beeſt accuſtomed thereto r likeſt 
well of it, continue ſo ſtill and ſpare not, foz J will 
not leave mp liber tie to fill my body. By which we 
— that liberty is moze fs bee regarded than 
calth. 

p Of the hands, the feete, and the belly. 

Dw ſhall one doe any god to another, which 

can doe no god to his owne ſeiſe: Ks thou 
mapeſt ſ& by this Fable of the fert and the hands, 
which ſametime had great firife with the bellp, ſap- 
ing, all that we may oz can get by our labour, thou 
eateſt it, and pet thon doeſt no good, wherefoze thou 
ſhalthane no maze of vs, but we will let thee dye foz 
hunger. And when the belly was ſoze hungry, ſhe 
began to cry ont, alas 4 die fo2 hunger, give mee 
ſomewhat to sat: and the feet and hands ſaid, thou 
getteſt nothing of vs. And becauſe that the belly 
might haue no meat to ſuſtaine it, the condnits tho- 
row the which the meat paſſeth, became (mall and 
narrow, and within few dates after, the fet and 
hands thꝛough the feebleneſſe which they feit, would 
then haue laboured to get meat foz the belly but 
it was to late: ſa; by to long fafting, the conduits. 
were 
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were ioyned together, and therefoꝛe the limbs mit} 
doe nat god to other, that is, to wit, the beilp. And i 
that gonerneth not well his belly, with great paim 
her doth hold the other umbs in their ſtrength and 


- bertue. Wherefoze a ſervant ought to ſerue woll hie 


Maſter, to the end that his Maſter hold and keepe 
him honeflly, and to reccine gcod rewazo of him 
when his Paſker ſhall ſee his faithfulnelſe. 
Ot che Ape and the Fx. 
O the poꝛe and the rich, Eſp rehearſeth a fa. 
ble, of an Ape which prayed a For to len) him 
ſome of his taile, fo2 to cduer his buttocks therewith, 
ſaping thus to him, That doth thy long taile auaile 
thee 2 it auaileth the nothing, but letteth thee : and 
that which letteth thee may be good (oz me. The for 
ſaid J would that it were pet langer. Foz rather 
would ſee it all foule and dagled, than ti ſhould beate 
to thee any ſuch honour as to coucr thy foule buttecks 
therewith. Giue not therefs2c away the thing that 
thou haf need of, left thou want it afterward thy 
ſelfe. 
Of tke Merchant and the Aſſe. 
Anp bee toꝛmented oefter their death, where. 
fo2 men ought not to haſten their owne 
death, as Eſop rehearſeth by this fable of a 
Merchant which ledde an Ale laden inta the mar: 
ket : and to be ſanc at market he beat the Afſe and 
ſoꝛe pꝛicked him, wherefoze the pooze Alle wilhed 
and deſtred his owne death, wenting that after his 
death he heuld be atreſt. And after hee was well 
beaten he died. Then his Paſter made hum to be 
gaine, and of his ſkiune he made Tabers on 
£ 


of Eſops Fables. 99. 


ve euer beaten. And thus what paine fa euer men haus 


he 
ne 


nd 
L 
pe 
m 


during their life, they oug't not to delire oꝛ with their 
death. Foꝛ manpthere be thit haue great paine in this 
woꝛld, that hall haue greater in another wozld: fo a 
man hath na reſt fo; death, but foʒ h merits. 


Of the Hart and che Oxe, * 
Nelp bp flying none is allured ta eſtape ths 
danger from which he flycth, as is ſhewed by 
this Fable. There was a Hart which ranne befoze 
the dogges, to the end that hee ſhouls not bee taken, 
and he fledde into the firſt towne that he found, and 
entred into a ſtable wherein were many Dren, ta 
whom he declared the cauſe why he was come this 
ther, pꝛaping them that they would ſane him. And 
the Dxen ſaid thus to hun: alas pooze Hart, thou 
art amongſt vs euillreſcaed, thou wouldeſt bee moze 
ſare in the fields, fo2 if thou be perteiued, oz ſeens 
of our Maſter, certatnelv thou art hut dead. Alas foʒ 
pittie ſaid the Hart, J pzay you that pou willhtds 
ns within pour racke, that I be not perteiued, and af 
nigizt J thall goe hence, and ſhall put my ſelfe inta 
aſurc place. Then one of the ſeruants came ta gine 
hap to the Dren. and when he had done he went 
awap,andſaw not the Yart,wiereat the Mart great⸗ 
ly reiopted, weening that he had sſcaped the perill of 
death, whe: efoze he rend2ed thanks ro the Oren. But 
one of the xen ſard to him, It is eaſie to eſcape aut 
of the hands of the blinde but it is hard to cſcape from 
the hand ol them that may well (@. Foz it our Bas 
ſer come hither, which hath abaue an hundzed eies, 
tertainelp thou art vat * he perceiug the. an 
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if hee ſ& thee not certainelp thou art ſaued, and ſhalt 
go foꝛth on thy way ſurely. The Maſter vnthin a ſhozt 


while after went into the fable : and alter he had de- | 


manded to ſre the hay which Was beko ze the Dren, he 
went himſelfe and felt of it, and as he felt the hap, he 
felt alſo the hozncs cf the Hart with his hands, and to 
Himſelfe he ſaid, what is this that J fœle here? And 
being afraid, talled his ſeruants, and aſked how that 
Mart tame there: And they ſaid to him: ſurely my 
Low wo cannot tell. Then their Lo2d was glad, and 
made the Hart to be taken and ſiaine, and the K. o2d 
made a great feaſt ſe; to haue him eaten. It hapneth 
ther ekoꝛe oftenti nes, that be which ſuppoleth to fits 
is taken ere he be aware, wherefoꝛe men ought al⸗ 
waics to kepe themſclues from deing luch things 
whereby they nerd nat fiic, 


Of the Fallace md the Lion, and of 

' their converſation, 
D be conuerſant among men of c:ill life, is a 
thing very perillous, as Elop rchearſeth by 
this pꝛeſent fable. There was a Lyon ſtrong and 
mighty, which made himlelfe Bing fo2 to haue the 
greater renowne and glo2y. And from theacefozth 
he began to change his conditions amd cuſtome, ſhew⸗ 
ing hunſelfe courteovg. And ſwearing that he would 
hurt no beaſts, but would kope them ſafe againſt 
every one. Aiterward, of this pꝛomile he repeated 
him, becauſe it was difficult and hard to change his 
owne kinde. And therefoze when he was angry he 
ledde him with ſome ſmall beaſts inta a ſecret place. 
foz ts eats and deuoure them. And he * if 
ts 
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his bꝛeath ſtanke oꝛ not, and they ſai? it ſtanke; and 


all they which ant wered not, he pꝛelently killed and 


deuoured them. It hapned among the reſt, that he des 
manded of the Ape whether his bzeath ſtanke oz not, 
and the Ape anſwered no, and ſaid withall that it 
ſmelleth as ſwerte as anp Baume: and then the Lion 
had tame to ſlay the Ape ; hut he found a ſubtile falſs 
hood foꝛ to put him to death. He fained himſelfe ſhoꝛt⸗ 
ly after to be ſicke, andcominanded that all his Lees 
ches and Surgions ſhould come beloꝛe him. TUhen 
they were come, he commanded them to looke an his 
b2ine, and when they ſaw it, they ſaid to him, Sir, be 
of good comfo2t and pe thall ſoone be whale: and Þ Lis 
on laid, alas, right faine would Acat of an Ape. Cer⸗ 
faincly ſaid his Phiũciens, that is very good meaf for 
pou. Then was the Ape ſent fo2, 4 notwithſtanding 
that he wozſhipſully ſpake and anſwered to the Ring, 
the King made him ts die, and deucured him. At is 
perillous thereſo2e + very harmefull to bein thefel« 
[>wſhip of a Tyꝛant, foꝛ though it be agataſt all equts 
ty and conſcience, his will muſe ſtand feg a law, and 
whatſoever he temmandeth, mut be put in pꝛactice, 
though it tend to the ruine of his beſt ſubietts. 


The end of the third booke. 
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The firſt Fable make th mention of the 
Fox and the Raiſins, 


Hs: is not wiſe which deſtreth any thing that 
he may not haue, as rehearſeth this pzeſent 
fable, of a For, which beheld the Nailins 

that grew vpon a Ainc, which he greatly 
© deſired. And when he ſaw y he could get none, he tur: 
ned his ſozrow into iap, ⁊ ſaid,theſc Raiſins be ſowze, 
and if J had ſome J would not cat them. Therekoze 
bs is wiſe that faincth not to deſire the thing that he 

would willingly haue. 


Of the Weſcll and the Rats. 


T is better ſoꝛ a manto haue witte than ſtrength 
as Eſop ſheweth by this Fable. There was an 


old Neill which might no moꝛe take Na s, where 


toze ſhe was often hungry, and though that ſhe would 
hide her lelle within the tloꝛe to take the rats which 
came to eat it. Andas the Rats came to the floze, 
the tooke and ate them one after anether. And as the 
oldeſt rat of all perteiued her malice, he ſaid thug in 
humſelfe, ccrtainly Jſhall kepe me well from tice, 
foꝛ {know well thy malice and falſhwd. Zherefoze 
he is wiſe that eſcapeth the malice of his enemp by 
wit rather than by fozce. 
Orthe Wolfe, the Shepheard, and the Hunter. 
Anp folke ſtelu themſelues good in woz? 


which are full of great fantaſtes, as Eiop 


cheweth by this Fable. There was a Walt 
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which fledd from a Hunter. and as he lled he met a 
Shepheard, to whom he ſaid, my friend, J pꝛap thee 
tell not to him that kolloweth inee, which wap Jam 
gone: and the ſhepheard, ſaid to him, feare nothing 
J ſhall ſhew to him another way ; when the Pun» ⸗ 
at ter came, he demanded of the ſhepheard which way 
nt the 7Uoife went. The ſhepheard both with his head 
ns & and epes ſhewed the hunter the place where the wolle 
ly was and with his hand and tongue ſhewed the con⸗ 
ir: trarp. But the Wolfe perceiuing well all þ falſe deas 
ze, ling of the ſhepheard, fled away e eſcaped. And with⸗ 
nein a while after, the ſhepheard met the wolfe,and ſaia 
he to him: pap me koꝛ that J kept the ſecret. And the 

wolfe anſwered, J thanke thy hands and tongue, not 

thy head ne eyes, fo2 by them J ſhould haue bene be⸗ 

traped if J had not led away. Therefoꝛe men mut 
th not truſt him that hath two tongaes, koꝛ ſuch are like 
an] the ſcozpion, which healeth with his tongue and hur⸗ 
re-teth with his taile. 


uld Ot the goddeſſe Iuno, the Peacocke. 

ich | and the Nightingale. 

ze, Cery one ought to be content with nature, and 
the ſuch gods as God hath ſent them, to vſe them 
in juſtly, as is rchearſed unto us by this Fablo: 


ee There was a Peacock which came to the goddeſſe 
oz luno, s ſaid vnto her, Jam very heauꝑ and ſor2owfull 
becauſs J cannot ſing as well as the Nightingale, foz 
euery one mocketh and ſcozneth mee becauſe J can⸗ 
not ſing. Then luno to comfozt him, ſaid : Thy faire 
foꝛme and beauty is of farre greater woꝛth, and mozs 
to bee pꝛaiſed than the ſong of the Nightingale, fox 
thy feathers and thy 22 bee reſplendithing, like 

| 3 bnts 
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vnto the p2ectors Cmerald, a there is no! ird white 
feathers arc le faire and bcautiiull as thine be: the 
Peacock netwithſtanding laid to lun, all this is no- 
thing ſeeing I cannet üng. Then lun [pake: s gatne 
thus to the Peacock ta content him, ſaying, Ci is is 
the diſpolition 0. che godg, Which hath giuen to euerp 
one a ſeucrali pop; ty ⁊ vertue, as thep think meete 
thenſeives: and as they han egu en to tro faire beau⸗ 
ty and godly fcatyzers, ſo haue they given bnts the 
Nighting: ic werte an pleaſont ſong, and to all os 
ther Birds their pztperqualitie. TVberceſo2e eucrts 
one oug!;! oo content with that he hath, toz the mi⸗ 
ſerable courtous men, the nate gots yer hath, the 
moe he — eth. 
Ot ihe Panther and the Villines, 
Ucric cue ounht to dee woll to the 2 ifra auger, and 
to foꝛguie the nuſerable, as ELO rehearſetiaby 
this 4 able fe {10 WINT. LY: re ws 54 Vantbec 
Which fell into a pit, and when the villes cz citicies 
at the Conti v ſaw her, fone of thembeganto inte 
her, anz other ſaid foꝛgiua and gardon her, ſoꝛ the gat; 
durt na bodp ; and there nere cther tat gone to her 
bead, and another a lale ta the vill ainc e 1 eoeny 
pou lap her nat. d becanſe ted we re all of lun 
day minds. cuerp one of then went to: 
ning thet ſys no die within the ſaid pit. Unt 
by little and little [520 ciumed up, any went her way. 
Within a while alter, ſow having in memoꝛp the 
great iniurp tat has! ecns done to her, went agains 
to the place where ihce has bene (028 beaten, and be⸗ 
— to kill and Gay all the hᷣcaſts there about, and put 
the. ſhe 7 and wincheard, and other which w 
ad 9 
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beaſts to flight, ſhe likewiſe burnt her Cozne, and 
did many other euils thereabout. And when the folkes 
of the Countrie ſaw the great damage that (he& did to 
thein, they came taward her pꝛaping her to haue pitty 


on them. To whom ſhe anſwered in this manner, J 
am not come hither to take vengance on them which 


haus had pittie on me, but only on them which woula 
haue ſlatne me. And fo2 the wicked and euill folke 1 
receit this fable, to the end that they hurt no body, foz 
if the villaines had taken pitty one as wel as another 
of the poꝛe Panther, when lhe was in the pit, the 


fozeſaid euill had not hapned vnto them. 


Of che Butchers and the Weathers. 

Hat linage oꝛ kindꝛed whichis different in diui⸗ 

ſion, ſhall not doe any thing lightly to their pꝛo⸗ 

fit, as Eſop ſheweth by this fable. There was 
a Butcher which entred into a ſtable full of weathers 
and when the weathers ſaw hun, none of themſaida 
wo2d. The Butcher toke the firſt he found, then the 
weathers ſpak all together and ſaid, Let him do what 
be will, and thus the Butcher toke them all one after 
another ſaue only one. And as he would haue taken 
him. the poꝛe weather ſaid, Juſtly am J woꝛthp to be 
taken, becauſe J haue not holpe my fellowes :foz he 
that will not helpe others, ought not tolok fozhelpe 
of thers: wherefoze vertue vnited is better 7 ver 
tue ſeparated. 

Of the Faulconer and the birds. 

He wile ought euer to keepe good counſell, and 

in no wiſe ought they to doe the contrarte; as re 
bearſeth this fable of the _ which were- * 
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and glad when the pꝛime time came, becauſe theirk vo 
neſts were then conercd all with leaue s. Incontinen i m 
they beheld and ſal» a faulconer which dꝛeſt and lap] ho 
his laces and nets foꝛ to take them, and then they ſail re 
alltogc eder: vonder man hath pitty on vs, foꝛ when he (a 
beholdeth vs, de wepeth And the artrich which had a: 
often experimented all the deccites of the ſaid faul ce. in 
ner ſaid to them: keep ye all well from the ſaid man, as 
fo; h*ſeketh nothing but the manner how totake pou bi 
and when he hath taken you he will eat and devourcſ a1 
vou, oz eiſe beare you to the market and ſell pon: # as | u 
manp as belœued his counſcll, were ſaued dherfon tt 
they that ſcozne god counſcll, are wozthy to fall into cl 
danger. 10 
Of the true man, the Lyer and the Ape. In 
Aup men in time paſt pꝛaiſed moze the peo- v 

ple full ef leaũinga than them that told truth, 

which thing reigneth with come vnto this day, 
us lvee may vnderſtand by this pꝛeſent Fable, of | 

a true man and 3 lper, which went beth tegethcr 
thozow the tountry, and ſo long they went together Hr 
in their iournepes, es they came fo a Pꝛeuince of l 
Apes, and the Ning of Apes made them fo be taken if |! 

and b2ought befoze him: he being ſet in bis maieſtp, 


fubiets be about their 122d. demanded of the Lyer | 
and ſaid, ho am : and the lyar Gaiteringiy (sid 
vnto him, Tbou art Emperour and ing, and tbe fais 
reſt creature that is vpon the Earth. Then tyre Bing; 
demanded of bim againe : ho be theſe that be a⸗ 
Þout ine”? and the liar anſwered, Str, they be your 
Knights and pour ſubiegs, to kepe your perſon and 
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ponr realme. Then the King ſald, thou art a god 
man, will that thou be my great Steward of my 
houſhold, and that eue rie one heare fo ther hononr and 
reuerence. Wiyen the true man heard all this, ha 
ſaid to himſelfe, if this man fo2 making of lyes be ſa 
greatly aduanced, then by great reaſon J ſhall bs 
mo2e wozlhipped if J ſpeake truth. Then the King 
asked the true man and ſaid : Who am J, and all that 
be about me: then the true mon anſwered : Thou 
art an Ape, and a beaſt right abominable, and all 
which are about the, are like vnto the. Then did 
the King command he ſhould be toꝛne with teeth and 
clawes,and cut all in peeces And therefozeit hapneth 
oft, that licrs be aduanced, and true men ſet low, pea 
manp times foz ſaping the truth, men læſe their lines, 
which thing is againſt all iuſtice and equitis, 
Of cke Horſe, the Hunter, and 
the Hart. 

One qught to put himſelfe in fubiettion, ſoꝛ tg 

auenge him on other, foz better it is not to ſub- 
mit himſelfe, than to be ſubmitted: as Eſop rehears 
ſeth by this fable following. There was an Yozſe 
which enuted an Hart, becauſe ſhe was fairer than 
he. This Mozſe thzough enme went vn'o an Þun--, 
ter, to whom he ſaid in this manner: If thou wilt 
belæue me wy ſhall this day take a god pzep ; leaps 


vpon mp backe, and take thy ſwoꝛd and we ſhall chaſg 


the Hart: and thou ſhalt kill him with thy ſwoꝛd, and 
ſo thou maieſt eate him and ſell his ſkinne. And 
the Bunter moued by auarice, demanded of the 
Hozſe ſaping, Thinkeſt thou indeed wee may ta! 

the Mart of whom thou ſpeakeft to me 2 am 
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the hozſe anſwered thus, Afure thy ſelfe of if, fo) 
hereto ſhall put all my diligence and ſtrength, leape 
on my backe, and doe after my counſell : and then the 
Hunter lept vpon the Hoꝛſe, and began to runne him 
after the Bart ; and when the Hart faw him come he 
fled, but by reaſon that the Hart ran faſter than the 
hoꝛſe did, he ſcaped fram than and ſaued himſelfe. And 
when the hozle felt himſelfe very wearie, and that he 
might no moze runne, hee raid to the hunter in this 
manner, light from my backe fo2 J map beaxe thes 
no moe2e, and J haue miſſed of my pꝛev. Then laid 
the hunter to the hoꝛſe, (&ing thou art entred into my 
hands, thou ſhalt not pet eſcape from me thus, thou 
halt the bꝛidle in thy mouth, whereby thoumaieſt be 
kept ſtill and r2*catfied, and though thou wilt leape 
the ſaddle ſhall keepe me and if thou wilt calf thy fete 
from thee J haue god ſpurres to conſtraine thee 
and i. ĩake the to go whether thou wilt oz no, where z 
will he the : therefoze kep thy ſelfe well, that thou 
ſhew not thy ſelfe rebellious vnto me. It is not god 
therekoꝛe foꝛa man to put himſelfe in ſubiection to a 
nother, that there by he map be auenged of his aduer- 
ſarp, fo2 who ſa ſubmilleth himſeife vnder the might 
of another, is bound to doe his will. 
| Ofthe Aſſe and the Lion. 
Ncat callers by their high and loud cry, ſup- 
poſe thereby to make folke afraid, as Eſop re- 
hcarſeth by this pꝛeſent fable. There was an Alle 
which ſometime met with a Lion, to whom he ſaid : 
Let vs both goe bp to the top of a mountaine, and J 
ſhall ſhew thee how the beaſts be afraid of me: and 
e Lion began to ſmile, and anſwered the Alle, goe 
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we my bꝛother: ano when they were vpon the top 
of the hill, the Alle began to cry, and the Fores and 
Hares began to flæ. When the Alle ſaw them flee, 
he laid to the Lion,ſceſt thou not how d 1Seafts dzead 
and doubt me; The Lioy ſaid, 4 had alſo beene fecxe · 
full of thy vopce, if J had not knowr.. verilp 5ᷣ thou 
art bnt an Aſſe, TUherefo2e men n. ꝛd not to doubt 
him which aduanceth himſelfe to doe that he cannot 
doe. Neither need men to leare a fole fo2 his noiſe, noʒ 
his great voice. 
| Of the Hawke and other birds. 

He hypocrites make to God a beardof ſtraw as 

in this fable of a Hawk, which ſometime fained 
that he would celebzate a nativity, oꝛ hold a very 
great feaſt, the which ſhould be kept within a temple: 
and vnto this ſeaſt and ſolemnitp, he inuited and ſum⸗ 
moned all the ſmall Birds, to which they came. And 
incontinent as they were all come to the feaſt, and en⸗ 
fred into the teinple, the Hawke did ſhut the gate, and 
put them all to death one after another. Mherefoze 
this fable ſheweth vnto us, how we muff kepe our 
ſclucs from all them which vader faire ſeeming haue 
a kalfe heart, ſoꝛ thole be hypocrites, and deceiuers of 
Sod and the woz id. | 5 


Ot the Fox and the Lion. | 

T is well adviſed that taketh warning by the 
periil of other men, ag this fable ſheweth, of 
2 Eton which ſometime fained Himſelfe ſicke, and 
v5en the beaſts knew that the Lipn was ſicke, they 
would goe all to viſit and ſe him as their King, and 
incontinent as the beaſts entreo into hit honſe to ſee 
him, he deuoured them. And when the Foxes wers 
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come to the gate fo2 to haue viſited the Lion, they 
knew well the fallace andfalſhwd of the Lion, and (a+ 
Luted him at tho entry of the gate, but entred not with 
in: and when the Lion ſaw that they would not enter 
into his houſe, he demanded of them why they would 
not come in Then Jie of the Fores laid to him, TU& 
perteiue well by the traces, 5 all thoſe beaſts which 


haue entred into thy houſe come not out againe, | 


wherekoꝛe we thinke, that if wee ſhould once enter in, 
wee ſhouid come no moze out. Ye therefoze is to be 
accounted wiſe,wiich taketh warning by other mens 


ms, 
* Of the Aſſe and the Wolfe. 
Aith and truth from an euill man is ſeldome to 
be erpeced. As Eſop rchearſeth by this fable, of 
a Molfe which viſited an Ae which was very 
ſicke, the wolle began to fecle and touch hun, and de 
manded of him and ſaid, Pp bzother t friend, where: 
about is thy ſoꝛe :? and the Ae ſaid to him: euen in 
that place where thou toucheſt: and then the Molke 
faining to helpe, began to bite and ſimite him. Pen 
muſt therefoꝛe beware of flatterers, fo2 they (ap one 


thing, and dor another. 


Or the Hedgehog and the three Kids, 


Doſe that be young ought not to mock 4 ſcozng 
their elders, as Elop ſheweth by this fable of 


+ the little Gcates which mocked a great Bedge: 


hogge which fied befoze a Walfe : and when he per⸗ 
ceived their ſcozmng, he (aid vnts them, Ah poze 
foles, vte wot not wherefoze I fles, if pee wift and 
knew the perill, pe would not mocke mee. Mhere⸗ 
koze, when menſee the great and mighty be —_— 
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the leſle and f&ble onght not to thinke themſelues ſafe 
and ſure:fo2 when a towne is taken by hazard of war 
the whole country about ought to tremble 4 be afraid. 


Ot the Man and the Lion 


V En ought not to beleene the Painter, but the 

truth and the deed. As men map (& by this pꝛe⸗ 
| ſent Fable, of a man and a Lion, which had ſtrife to⸗ 
gether, and were in great diſſention, foz to wit and 
be know which of them was more ſtrong. The man 
laid he was ſtronger than the Lion, and for to haus 
his ſaping verified, thewed ro the Lion a picture, 
whereas a man had vicozp over a Lion, and the pi⸗ 
cure of Samſon the ſtrong. Then ſaidthe K ton vnto 
the man, if the Lions could make pictures as well ag 
men, it ſhould be here ſhowen, how the ion had vi 

cto2y ouer the man, and now (quoth he) J ſhall ſhew 
thee the proofe hereof: then the Lion lebde the man to 
a great pit, and there they fought together, but the 
Lion caſt the man into the pit, and ſubnutted him tg 
his ſubiection, ſaping: Thou man, now knoweft thon 
well which of vs two be the ſtronger, and therefoze 
by the wozke, the wozkinan map bs knowne, 


Of the Camell and the Fly. 


CE that hath no might ought not to pzaiſe him⸗ 
ſelfe, as Eſop ſheweth by this fable. It hapnea 
that a Fly becauſe of the Camels haire, leapt 
to the backe of the Tamell which was loaden, and 
was boꝛne of him all the day: and when they had gane 
a great wap, and that the Camell came to his Inne, 
and was put in the ſtable, the Fly leapt from pn 
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the ground beſide ttc tte of the Camell ; and then 

ſatd to the Camell, J haue pifty of thee, and am 

come downe from thy back, becauſe J would no more 
be burthenſome vnto thee. And the Camell ſaid to th 

Flp, I thanke thee, howbcit J am not ſoze laden @ 

ther. And therefoꝛe, of him which map not greath 

hurt, little eũ imation is to be made. 
Ot the Ant ana the Creket. L 
Ccelary it is fo2 every man to p2oinid* fo2 him i 
ſelfe in ſunnner, ſuch things whereof har ſh: 1 

baue nced in winter, as thou maiſt ſc by this p:e: 

ſent Fable. There was a Creket which in the win: 

fer time demanded of the Ant ſme cozne fo ea. 

And then the Antſaid to the Creket what halt then 

done all the ſummer laſt paſt - and the Crcket an: 

ſwercd, J haue ſung. Thenſaid y Ant, Of my Conc 
thou getteſt none: foꝛ if thou haue ſung all the Sum 
mer, goe dance all the Minter. Bp which we learne, 

that there is a time oꝛdainod fo2 labour, as well as a 

tune foꝛ reſt. Foꝛ he that will no: worke when he 

Gould, ſhall want when he would not. 

Ot the Pilgrim, and the ſword. 

(Ve enill man map be canſe of orcat verill and 
ioffc to many folkes, as Etop rehcarſeth by 
this preſent fable. There was a Pilgrim 

which by chance found in the wap a lwoꝛd, and hee 

azked of the ſwoꝛd what is he that hath loſt thee? And 
the lwoꝛd anſwered to him, One man alone hath loft 
me but many a one 3 haue loſt. Andthcrefoze an cuill 
man way uiell be loſt, but ere he be loſt he map well 
let many a one. Fo2 by euill man, map come inte 
a countrep mans etils. PS 
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Of the ſheepe and the Crow. 

One ought ta doe inturie, noꝛ deſpiſe the poze 
innocents oz ſimple ones: As rehearſeth this 
rF.2cſent fable of a Crow, which ſet her ſelfe on tho 
backe of a Shcepe-And when the ſhepe had bozne her 
Ka great while, ſhe ſaid to her, thou ſhalt keep thy ſelfe 
well to ſet the vpon a dogge. Then the Czow ſaid ts 
the ſhiepe, thinkeſt thou not poꝛe innocent, but that 
J wot well with whom J plap: fo2 J am old and mas 
licious, and my kindis to harme all innocen(g.and to 
be a friend vnto the cuill.WWherfoze this Fable hew 
Neth, that there be folke of ſuch kinds as they will doe 
no god wozke, but onelp let and hinder the innocent 
and ſimple. 
Jeu Ofrhe Tree and the Reede. 
a N One ought to be pzoud againſt his Lo2d, but to 

humble himſelfe vntohim, as rehearſeththis pꝛe⸗ 
intent Fable, ot a great Tree which would neter bol 
1 foz anp winde, and the Reede which was at his kat, 
bowed euery wap euen as the winde pleaſed. Whore: 
he upon the Tree ſaid to the Reede, why doeſt thor net 
ſtand ſtill as J doe - and the Reede anſwered, Jt, 0 
not the might that thou haſt, And the Tree laid tor e 
Reede pꝛoudly, then haue J moze ſtrength than thou. 
And anon after,there came a great wind which thzew 
un downe the ſaid Tree to the ground, and the Keede a- 
ce bode bp ſtill. Thus we learne hereby, that the pꝛoun 
nd ere trey be aware are ſuddenly thzowne downe, and 
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Here beginge&th the fifth Booke, whereof the 
firſt Fable is of the Mule, the Wolfe 
and the Fox. 


En call many falke Aſſes that be very ſub⸗ 

tile and wiſe, and many thinke themſclues 

wiſe, which deſerue to be accounted Alles, 

as appeareth by this Fable: there was a Mule 
which ate gralſe in a meddaw ncare a great Foz. 
reff, to whom came a Fore , which demanded of 
him and ſaid : What art thou © And the Pule an- 
fwered, Jama beaft. And the For ſaid, J doe not 
aske that of thee, but J alke who was thy Fa- 
ther: and tho Pule anſwered, ꝙp great father 
was a Yozfe. And the Hor ſaid againe, J doe net 
uske that, but onelp that thou tell me what is thy 
name . And the Mule ſaid, 3 knownot becauſe J was 
tittle when mp father dped: neuerthelelſe to the 
end that my name ſhould not bee fozgotten, inp fa- 
ther made it to bee wzitten vnder my left fot be» 
hind, wherefo2e if thou wilt know my name, looke 
vnder mp foote. And when the For vnderſfood the 
falchood of the Mule, he went againe into the foꝛreſt 
and met the Wolfe, to whom he ſaid: Ya miſcreant 
beaft, what doeſt thou here: come with me, and in · 
to thy hands J ſhall put a god p2ey to fill thy belly. 
Loke in ponder meddow, and there thon ſhalt find 
a good fat breaſt, with that which thy hunger map 
be ſatisfied. The Wolfe went pꝛeſently into the 
meow and finding there the Pule, her ſaid vnto 
him in this manner: Who art thou - and the 


Mule 
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Hine antwered 9 Molke, ſqviing, J am a Beat: 
The Wolle kad do din, that is not toe thing whi : 
Aaſke of thee; Utit tell nt? yop) then artnamed. 
Mule laid, J wot not, hit neugrthelcge, if thau 
now mp na\ne, thou att tho it witten An 
my left foot behinde. Then thy WNvicc fatd, J pes 
th:efhew it me, and the Male lift vp his foot anda, 
the Wolke looked thereon, the Mule g aus hin ſuch a 
keonko there with on the foze tead, that almoſk the 
b1atnts fell ont ok his head. Ahdthen the Fox which 
Wag. he dinde a bqh and (ab allkhe jnatter, began ta 
19 and m 'cke t e Wolfe, fapigg: ans ſe 
wotteſt wen! Lak thou can not read, 11 
57 caftl thera coin ie » the, thy'ſelfe befog e E 
*, 1 nony 255 bt tg take vpgn him the oh "a 
whith' 9 be leſt by 18 55 hig ixtib2ahce 
he be win 1 wcked fothtg labour. : 
507 ers 1 5 52 Wolfe. 
Tres are fame that pl eſmye foz fo begreat per⸗ 
tony; and difpraice their dune parents, which 
at te aff dee become pooze, and fall inta greatvilhs- 
not es EOp ewety by this fakle. There was a 
350ze anromg #Yearo of =wite, and fo to haue do⸗ 
minion and loꝛdſhip ener them, hee began fo —— | 
great rumoꝛz aud {hewed his 7 teeth ta make t 
othez ſwine afraid : bit becauſs ae zun, t 25 
ſet diu A* him, twherefoze, hs was with diſplen⸗ 
ed ht thence bnto the heard of Sharpe an, 
Lupe. went when he was there he began e 
5 enum); = ſhewed then his ary 


f*He-4.tmbes heard him, they were p awed, 
hs beg 9 Hake fo; ple. Dy Then 11 
5036 
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Boꝛe within himſelfe, Here is the place whereinJ 
mult abide and dwell, foz here I ſhall be greatly waz: 
thippod, foz eucry onequaketh foz feare of me. Ther 
tame the wolfe thither fo2 to haue gotten ſome pzep; 
and the lambes began to fle: but toe bore as pzouy 
would not kirre him, ne gor from the place becauſe he 
ſuppoled mlelfe Lozd, but the Wolfe tooke him, 
and bare him into the wood foz to eat hin! And ag 
the wolle bare him, it happened that he paſſed befaze 
the heard of ſwine which the boze had left, and when 
the boze perceiued and knew them, her crped aloud 
and pꝛayed them foz Gods loue that they would helpe 
im, ſaytng, that without their helpe he was hut dead, 
| then the [wine all with one conſent, went and 
recouered their fellow, and ſlew the Wolfe. Uhen 
the Boze was thus delinered, and ſaw himſelfe among 
the wine, he began fo haue ſhame, becauſe he was 
thus departed and gon from their felowſhippe, and 
fatd to them, ꝙp hꝛethꝛen and friends, 1 am well 
wozthy to ſuffer this paine, becauſe I haue gons and 
departed from you. Wherefoze, he that is well, ougbt 


ſ to kt hunſelte, faʒ many by pꝛide court to he great 


Lo2ds,andoft fall thereby into great pouertie. 


Of che Fox and the Cocke, 
8 *r much ſpeech hurteth, as rehiarſeth 
this Fable. There was a For which came to d 
Cock and ſaid. I would faine know'if thou canlt ſing, 
as well as thy father could. And the Cocke fhut his 
eyes and began tocrow and ſing. And then the For 
taught him and carried him away. And the 
of the tawne cried and (aid, the tox beareth away 


— 


— 
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tocke- Then the Cockeſaidthvs tothe for, Py Lozdz 
vnder ſtandeſt thou not that the people ſay; thou bea* 
reſt away the ir tocke, tell to them that it is thine and 
not theirs. An as the fox ſaid, At is net 3 
mine, the Ce tke eſcapod ſrom the fores mouth, and 
few vp into a tree, and then tha Cocke ſaid fo the for, 
Naw thou lieſt, foz J amtheits — not thine. And 
then the for began ta hit the earth both with his 
moth and head, ſaping, Pouth thou halt, fpoken te 
much, thou-mightelk have eaten the. Cocke, had it not 
biene foz thy many wozts. - Thus we ſe that ouer⸗ 
much talking letteth, and to much ccowing ſmar⸗ 
teth weepe thy ſelfe therefozefrom onerimany waste, 
leſt after ward it tepent thee. 

: Of the Dragon and the Labourer. 24 
N One onght korender euill fog good, arid they that 

helps,. oughtnot ro behure, as this fable ſhews- 

eth, of a Dzugon which was within a rinex andas the 
river was. duminiſbed of water, the Dꝛagen abode: 
at the riger, which wag all dzie, and thus fozlacke ot 
water hee could not ſtirre h nx. A lobourer 62 villains . - 
tame that way, and demanyed of the Dꝛagon, ſap-- 
ing: what doſt thou here? and the Dꝛagon ſaid, here» 
J am without water, without the which J cannot 
move, hut if thou wilt bind me, and ſet mo vpon thy 
Alle, and lead uis igto.aciver. I all gius thee aham*, 
dance of gold and fiver ; atw the villaiue fox couetouſ⸗ 
nelſe bouny him and led him into the-rtuor : andwhen - 
he had vnbound him, hes demanded of him his ſala· 
rie 02 payment. The D2agon ſaid to him, becauſe 
thoa halt unbound me. thou wilt hee paid, and be- 
canſethat F am now tt” (ak I will cat there: 92 
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the villaine anſwered and ſad; ſoꝛ my. labour wilt 
thou eat and dsuoure me: und as they Y#rmed tos 
gether, the for being within the Fozreſt, and hearing 
their que ioming, caum to him and ſaid this man⸗ 
ner. Striue pe na mos togett er, foz J will accoꝛd 
ang make peace betwirt vou, ict each of pau tell to 
me his reaſan, fo2 ta wert whicg of pou baue right. 
And when tach of them had told his tale / The for ſap 
to the villaine, ſhew tam how thou vn wundeſt the 
Dꝛagon, that q man gie thercok a lawinll ſentence, 
And the hillame, put the Oꝛagon vpon hig Alle, and 
bound him as he did Lefeze . Then the far deman- 
ded of tze Sagen held he thee. ſo faT hound as thou 
artnow - and the Dꝛagon aufwered, eauny Kozd, 
an, per maze hard. And tee for laid to the vitlaine, 
bind her pet moze harder, fo2 he that well bindeth 
well he can vnbind. And hen the D221 was faſt 
bun; the for ſaid to the billaine, beate him againe 
where than didſt tir ſt binde bim. and ther s leaue hum 
bound as be is now, and ſo be thail not gat and de 
Loire ther. Foz he that doth eun!, ſhall be rewarded 
with emll und they that aſfer yarme to dhe pode malt 
qr NOI from Gad- 


Orthe Pos an :d rhe Car: © 0 g 
NI Ars there be twhich abuante tbemlelucs, end 


thinze that they be wile anz ſubtill which be 
{farke fooles und know: nothing, as (ebearſeth tois 


-pzeſent Fable, of a ſox thst ſometine met with 
A Cat. to whem hee ſaid, My Gollp,; Ood give 


ycu good dau. And the Cat ſaid Spy Lo2d, God give 
von good life. And then che ſox demanded of him: 


my 
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my- coTip, what cenſt thos doe + And the Cat ſaid 
vnto him, J can leapea little, and the fox ſaid to him, 
tertainely theu art not woztty to liue, becauſe thou 
tanſt dos nothing. And becauie that the Cat was an⸗ 
gry at the Fores words, he demanded ol the For 
and ſaid,” Godip what canſt thou doe A thouſand 
ſundzy wites haue J, ſaid the Fox, foꝛ I haue a (acke 
full or ſctentes and wiles, and 3 am ſo great a ſchol⸗ 
ler that none can dete ine me. And as they were thrs 
talking together, the Cat perceived a night com⸗ 
ming tawardg them, whith had many Dogges with 
him, wherefo2e he faid to the For, my goſſip, cer- 
tainely g ſ&œ u Unight comming hitherward, which 
hath with him many dogges, the which as pe know 
be 0: enthn os. The for anſwered, Pp goſſip, then 
ſptakeit lie a coward, and one that is atfraid, let 
him como, and care not thou. And incontinent the 
dogges perteiued the cat and the for, and began to 
run upon them: and when the for kaw them come, 
he ſaid to the Cat: Let vs fc goſſip. ts Whom the 
Cat anſwered : certainly goſſip there is nd need : 


ncuertheloſſe the for beleened not the Cat, but ned, 


and ran as faſt as he could to ſane h m, andthe Cat 
leapt vp into a tree and ſaued her ſelfe. No ſhall we 
{ze who ſhall plap veſt foz to pꝛeſerne and ſaue him⸗ 
ſelfe. hen wye Cat wag vpon the tze, che looked 
about hot, and ſawhow' tie dogges held the for with 
their teeth to whom the cried and ſaid, O mp golſiy 
and ſubtilo for, of a thouſand wiles that thou cant 
doe, let me now ſee one of them. The fox anſwered 
not, but he was killed of the dogges, and the Tat e⸗ 


; ſcaped. Whrerefoze. the * not to difpꝛaiſe ths 
125 . 3 ' 


ſimple 
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imple, o: fome are ſuppoſed to ber wife, and yet are 
— 


Of the Hee Gem * * Wolfe. 

E that is f&ble, ought nat to arme himſelfe a. 

gatuſt the ſtrong, us tehearſeth this fable, ofa 
TWolfe which ſomet une ranne faſt after a hee Goate, 
and the hes Goate fo2 to ſaue himſelfe leapt upon a 
rocke, and the Wolfe belleged him. And after when 
they had dwelled there two ei thꝛee dates, the wolle 
began to war hungry, and the goat to 9g 
And thus te Welfe went foz to eat, and the Goat 
to dzinke. And as the Goat 'd;anke, he ſaw his ſha 
dow in the water, and beholding tis ſhadow, ſad 
thus within himſelle, Paſt thou ſo faire legges, ſo 
faircabeard, and ip faire hozpes, and haſt feare of the 
Wolſe ? It it happen that he come againe, J will 
charge him well, and Log « e bim . — and he ſhall 
baue no charge over mp. And the Wolfe whith held 
his peace, and harkned what he ſaid, tooke him by one 
of his legges ſaying thug + what moꝛ ds be theſe that 
thou doeft ſap brother hee Goate? And when the goat 
law that he was taken tardy, hee thus anſwered the 
Wolfe, my Lo2d, Jſapyothing, baue pittyon me, 
IJ knam well that J haue offended: notwithſtanding, 
the TUol'e toqke him by the necke arm ſtrangled him. 
Cheretoꝛe it is a very great fe ly fo2 thoſe that are 
ſeeble, to make any wirre againſt the mighty. 

Ot the Wolte and the Aff. 

Nor- ought to belecpe lightly the corncell of 

dim whoin de mindeth to hurt, ste may ſee 
Du. this fable. There was a Molfe Which met 
w.than Aſe, to mam hee faids Pp * Jam 
"gre; 
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hungry, wherefoze & mull needs eate thee- And the 
Ale anſwered him right gently Py Lo2d , with 
we thou maieſt doe what thou wilt, fo? if thou eatoſt 
me, thou ſhalt put me out of great paine : but J pzap 
ther, if thou wilt eat me, that than vouchſafe fo eat, 
me out of the high way: foz well thou knoweff that 
A bzing home raiſins from the Vine, and the co2ne 
from the fields, alſo thou knoweſt that J beare home 
the wod from the Fozreft, and whon my Palter 
will edific ſqme building, J mull goe fetch the Kones 
from the mountaine, and allo J beare the cozne to ths 
mill, and aftor I beare home the meale, and bztefly J 
was bozne in a curſed houre, foz to all paine, and to 
all labour I amſubicct : foz the which J would not 
that thon ſhouldeſt eat me here in the high wap, 
fo2 the great ſhame that might come thereaf ts me: 
but 1 inftantly require thee, that thou wilt hearemy 
coumſell, p- that we goe into the kozreſt, and thou 
ſhalt bind me by the bzeſt as thy ſeruant, and I ſhall 
bind thee by the neck as ny maſter, ano thou ſhalt 
leade me hefoze thee into the wood whereſoever thou 

moze ſecretly 
cat me. Ta this the Wolfe accozded, and ſaid, Jam 


” 
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faidts the Ale, goe 
foze to ſhew the wap, 


off led the wolfe into the right way of his maſters houſe. 

ſee And when the Wolfe began to know the wap, hee 

ſaid to the Alle: We goe not the right way. Tothe 

which the Ale ——_ 
F 4 


cer- 
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cerfainely this is the rizüt way, but ka: all that the 
Nolte would baue gane ansther, Way. Neverthe 
Icffe, the Ade icd hün kat the hon at iis Maſter, and 
as his Paſter an) all his m.nſanttc aſe oy, tai 
wolfe after him, and wanlo eue ot, rd into (bc | 

thep came ort wit Ack. hs an ſtaueg, 83 ſmote an ti vi 
Wolle, and as one of 10 would hahe mitten a gik 
Qroazke vpon the 7% es head, he ＋ Sr its tie ban FOR 


| with he was vonnd, 705 ſohe ecaptd⸗ drann 


from them ſo: 2 kurt * and bed ten. — 1 the Ace i 
great toy that ſhe bras la eſcaped fi bm eto olle, be; 
gan to ſing, and tie wolfe which was ben te meg; 
taine, hearing the voice of (ic Ate, en c 
bimfel; E: th a mateft bemcrtic 6nd. glad, Unt 5 
ke pe thee wel! another tire £0 at teu ſha alt not! nh 
me as thou haſt done. Ind the? © "Ct inik,a bktat, fol: 
ip tg belæne the coünkeit of dime bt," uch Pal 
hurt, apd to put bynſe'te k bio fs! 5 on. Lt theft ba 
beene o: Ac Uefa Co, 17 g ic R 4 1 $1 inicy tos 
beta whom mon purpote to gf Takip SHA $641 372 Pn; 
they haue big at ably rare, kz. Ri been 
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ſgife ſoze hurt, hee went kram the man, andi entred 
into his houſe n {aid vnto the Labourer. Oeni l ftiend 
thou halt beuten me, but J warme thee, that thou ne⸗ 
ver beleue him bnto whom thou haſt done any euill. 
Of which words the labourer made little art ount 
i and went fozth on his ways: At toztly befell, that 
1 this Labovgg; went againsrthat way foʒ toemehis 


„ ground. Ce mbom: the = repent ſatd. D in ſriend, 
ip wißther gociithpy 2 ard the labaurt r laid untotzim, 
6 7 goe to cars and po my ground. And he ſaid vats 
bim, ſobe notta mich; io this vet re (hatb be full of 
„ raine, and gre at-abunvance af mater ſball fall." Eut 
fo the labourer faidz 5 belegue nat him whom J haue 
ll Þ ſcuictune done apy; euill, and without ume wozs- 
3 Þ tf e labourer went-fo:tonhis wap, and beleened not 
teten pent, but made all dis grounds to be ſatund with 


25.4644 COMNcAs t might. And the fame; peore fell 
gu ſtoꝛe of waters u hecefcg e the fatd Labourer had 
but littic cozne, fo2 tis meſt part of the cozne that he 


2 22 FEE C 


1 Þ has ſoawne . periſyed beta uie of the groat raine. And 
the next prove following, as: the Labourer paﬀed by 
t hole of thgafozeſpid wei pent, and wentitoſowhis 
I gound, the Serpent demanded of him, Mp friend, 
of | Lither goeſt thou: Tier kahemet anfwered, 3 
Ik ge to ſaw my-groupd wil cazntand other graine, 
'Q Þ ſicbes J hope Gall be neceſſarie fo2 me in time to 
cone. Then (aid the Serpent, My friend, ſoln but 
26 Þ litte co2nc,-fo2 the ſummer next comming hall be ſo 
3 hate, that by dꝛineſſe ana heate, all the cone ſowne in 
I» | Se earth hall periſh : but belrtur not him to hem 
chan baſt done any cvill. And witbout am ane ſpceth 
$7 || {38 Labourer went and thought of the woꝛds ol ttz 
1 = 
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ſerpent, und werning that the ſerpent had ſaid to t Mk 
deceine him, heſowed ag much corne and other graine 
as he might, and it happened that the Summer next ſer 
follawing was ſuch as is aboneſaid , wherefoze the 
man was beguiled, fo2 he gathered the ſame ptert {W) 
nothing. Che nert piere following, the ſaid laben. 
rer went againe foz to care his ground: and as theſer- | 
— ſaw him tame, de demanded of the Labourer 
this mannex : Pp friend, orb goeſt ally; 
Then anſwered the labonror, J goe to eare mp 
Then [aid the ſerpent, ꝙy friond,ſop not tw much, 
ne ta little of cozneand other graine, ſow betweene 
both: Neuertheleſle , bel&ne not him vnto whom 
thou haſt done euill: and thee that this yeare 
ſhall he moze temperate : Arte A re 
co2ne that chou ſome, had no ſooner 
and Hwy bn mt that be ; 
as c ' re * 
thered mucd "god. Watte of the god difpolition 
the tune. And on aday the ſame peere, the — 
met the ſame labourer t from haruett, vntq 
whom he ſaid, Now ſay mp friend, haft thqu not 
found this veere great plenty of good, as I told thee 
befoze : And the labourer anſwered, pea certainly, 
whereof I thanke ther. And then the ſerpent deman⸗ 
ded of him remuneration, 02 reward. And the labog- 
rer demanded what he would haue, the ſerpent ſaid, 
AF demandof the nothing, hut onelp that to mozraw 
in the mazning thou ſend me a diſhfull of milke by 
ſome ol thy childzen. And then the ſerpent ſhewedd 
tbe labourer the hole of his dwelling, and ſaid vnta i 
bim, Tell thy ſonne that he bzing the — [ 


* 


* 


te 
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take herd to that, the other while J fold ther 
t thou beleucft not him to whom thou haſt dong 
ill. And anon after, when theſe things v 
he labourer went homeward, and in the 
be tooke his ſonne a dilhfull of milke, and he carried 
it to the ſerpent,and ſet it befoze the hole; and the ſer: 


pent tame out, and flew the thilde with his venomes 


And when the labonrer came to thefisld, paſling by 
the hole ol the ſaid ſerpent, he found his ſerine | 

dead 'bpon the ground. Then the labourex began 
cry with a loud voice, as one full of ſozrow oz hea: 
nine ſſe ſaping: Ha cutſed t cullſ venomous 
and falſe t itoz, than hatt decciued jms; A wicked 
and deceitfullbeatt, full of contagioug euill, thou haſt 
ſlaine my ſonne. And the ſerpent ſaid vnto him, 4 
will well that thou 'know that J have not Caine him 
ſor2owfully, ne w.thout cauſe, — 


of the hurt that thou haſt done 

and haſt not ame nded it. — — age e 
oft J haue ſaid — thee, that thai pom det 

leue him vnto whom thou haſt done enill ⸗Nemem⸗ 


per it now that J am aucnged of thee, This Fable 
lheweth, how men ovight not to belegue oz gineanp 
credit to them whom thep have done ſome harme in 
time paſt. Foz old hatred is ſone rt nued, and malice 
will not be ſat:sfied without wozking euill. 


Of the F ox thc Wolte, and the Lion, 


E that hath bee ns endamaged by another, ought 
not to take yengeancs by the tongue, in —— 

iniurious mods, becauſe ſuch pengeance ig diſho- 
well, as this pꝛetent ſable following ſheweth. — 
e 


* 
x 
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time there wag a For that ate. fiſh in a riuer. It hay 
ned tiat the wolfe came that way, and when he fat 


the kox wich ate with ſo great appetite, her bechn 
ta ſap, my brother giue me ſome fiſh, And the Fg 
unſwered him, Alas my L02d, It behoucth not the 
ye eat the relefe of my table, but foꝛ the woathip of 
pouc perſan ſh ui ceunſeil pou well. Doe lo with 
as get vou a bagket? and J hall teach vou how per 
ſhall take ſiſh, to the end that v may alwaies take 
fome when ve be hungry. Ind the Nlolfe went inte 
the ſtrect. and ſtulo x basket, and bought it with him, 
aud the for taotze he bhaglict. and bound it with a con 
at. the wmalfes tale. and boben it wos well bound, the 
For faid to tha woli c goe vou into the river, æ 3 ſhal 
tale hred to ti bashtt. And the wolfe did as the for 
bad him, and asthe molſe was gout within the los 
ter, che Fot bd his malice üued the basket full of 
enes, and whtnthe basketwag'full, the For ſaid 


to the Molke: Ctætanly wy K od, J map no moe ll 


Ut, ne hold the ban kct ſo fult: foꝛ it is ſull of filth: 
and the Unlfe awrening that the for had ſaid truth, 
ſaid, I render thanses to the gods, that once inay 
a and ioarne the cxcellent art ot᷑ iiſhing. And then 
the fer faid to Hm. Py Lo2v, abide pouhere, am 
A ſhaii ſetchſounotabeipeivstor to take the ſiſhj out of 
the bagiics un ig ſaving theſs words, the For 
ran into the Ureete, Where he kound diuers men, to 
who'n he foto in this maricy : That doe yon here ? 
thy lenapeidie ee vondet is the Malfe whith 
ate aim lhapgilpam bandes m2 pott bealls, and 
nomie Give nan fh gut af the emer, and cateth 
ea then Al themen came togtther, ſome with 


© 
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lings, and ſome with bowes, and other with ſtaues 
ta the ciuer, where they found. the wolſe; whom they 
beat gutragieuſly. And when theipooze Molſe ſaw 
humſelle thus onpꝛeſled and bcaten with ſtroakes, he 
began with all his ſtrength and might ta dzaw, and 
ſuppoſed to haue carried away the dſh, but ſo ſtrangg 

ly he v2ew, that he pulled his taile rom his arſe, and 

ne very hardly ſcaped with his ifs, an the meane time 

mel it happened that the Lion which was King ouer all 
beaſts; was loze. fcke, and the Molfe thinking ta be 

quit wat the far, wont for to ſee ;hinns bis Lozar 

| And when ze came there, hee laluted the Lion, (aps 

ing vnta him thus: Py King Jſaluts yau, pleaſeth 

al it vou to know that J haue gone round, about the 

dot count ey and Pꝛonince, and in all places af it, fo to 
„ (ke; medicines profitable tor you; fo2 to rerouer * | 
of bsur health, but nothing haue J ſauna good for pour | 
id ſictzneſſa, but onclp the; gktune. of Keyoacd the fax, | 
n 92554 p2gydeand mulicieus, which, is to your body 

i medietnell⸗ but he Nl aaineth to come hither and ſee 

ch, vou, but pe map calt him te counſell, and when heis 

ay] cine, let nis okinne be taken ſrom hin, ana then let 
en him xun Whither, he wlk:; and that fajreſkin which 
m |} is (9-wholgſan?,; ve; Weil caule it tabe yound: vpon 
of Þ Put hey, and within fem daies after, it ſhall awake 
or | pou in as god health ag euer von urre. And Who 
to he had (aid theſe woads.he departed ſram the x ion 1 
” and (90h: 9:8 d eren be ſuppaſsd that the | 
ch fox hd heard hun and / ſa he did, ſon het was within 
nd tariar nich pm the-placs, where be heard all the 
p29pglidian of the Sole; £9 the: which he did, pap- 
daa ſemedr, and. great y; eferuation: Fog as one 
L 
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ng — Wolfe was departed from the Lion, the F | 

tafs the fields, T8 high · way he found 
— within the which hee put himſelf 
— ſuppoſed himſelfe to he defiled and d 
enough, he ca'ne thug arrayed vyco the todge « 
Lion, whoun he ſalutey as his ſoueraigne Ton 
ee Sir King, God gi 
health, and the Lion anſwered, God ſan 
me ſwerte friend, come neere and kille me, an 
after "'F that tell thee ſome ſecret, which J would 
not that every one ſhbuld know. To we m the fg; 
ſatd in this manner, ah fir King be not diſpleaſed, fo; 
Ja foule acrapedandall to dagled, bp reaſon of the 
great way which J haue bone, ſeeking all about fx x 
fame good medicine to helpe you, wherefoze itt 
neth me not ts be ſo niere pour perſon. fo; the f 
sf the dung would grieue your perſon, and m alef 
—— ſickeneſſe which pou haus - hut deere — 


ere euer come nere to voi 
— — * 1 
mable perſon. : nitwithſtanding all this, tet it plcaſt 


DRE 


Geer 


'I mul come againe, and pieſent my ſelte 


ther to wit and know, that Jcome from all the tot 
tries hertabout; and from all thor abropntt 
£6 this p:ouinee, foz to ſꝶ if Jcoul? finde ſame g 


medicine nedfulifo2 thy ũckneſſe, and to recuer t 
health : butcertainely J cap finde no better totnſellF* 
than the counſell of an ancient Gzeff with a greif 
long beard, a man ot great wiſedome and experier 
'who tald me that in this pzovince is a wolf wit 

A taile, the which hath lot his tails by vertveot t 
medicine that is in him, foz the which thing it is de 
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Miedfill ati expedient, that ye make this wolle to 


come befoze pou, that by him vou may recouer pour 
fozmer health: and when he is come, dillemble and 
call him fo counſell, and fay that it ſhall be much foz 
his wozthip and p3ofit ; and as he Walt bee nere vnts 
pou, caft vponthim pour armed ft, and as (wiftts 
as pe may, pull theſkinne fromthe body of him, and 
kepe it whole; ſane onlp pt leave the head and 
fete, aud then let him gos his way to ſ>ke his foz- 


tune: and fozthwith,; twhen per haue the ſkinne hot 


and warme, pe ſhalt bind ie bout vob hodle, aid ere 
tung time be paſſed, pour health ſhall be refored to 
— agatfie; and you ſhall be wholo as pou were be: 
kel tere. And then the Fox tons his leaue of the King, 
de and departed thencs againe vato his tarriar, 
be after tame the wolte to ſeg the Lion, and incontinent 
js Lho8l called the wolfe to counſell, and 
ly dis foot on him, and diſpoiled the wolle 
and feet, and aft 
his bell, andthe. 
wolle ran away ſkintes, wherefoze he had not 
o defend him from the flies, which vered dem very; 
gun dne, and foz the great dilrefle that he folt berauſe 
ome Flyes that ate his fleſh, he was wod, and 
nder a hill bpon the which the And 
ide For ſawhim, hee 
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and hen thou waſt at the Court, thou hadſt iam 
god w92ds,. and god tatking af all tee woztd. And 
there foze my goſſip, be it cutil oʒ god, thou muſt u 
all paſſe, and haue patience in thine ave tie. Oh 
fable þewety vnts vs. that i any hurt g ni n 
ged by {ome other, tenunt᷑ ot ar enge timſeite by hn 
tongue foꝛ to mae any treaſon, ne foi te ſap of than 
any yarneo? blaſphemp, ſoꝛ we ounht to tonſt er, tin 
wheſgeuer makcto thepit ccavre toꝛ vis ther, oft ij 
hapne th, t bat be himieife ſalleth in the lame, andu 
beaten with the ſane rod he made fog another. 
£3 cone 20 ll f teat ne n $0 2771) nn 
2150 Of che Molfe s bich ler a fw. 1:01 
is faul to think e mae than a mamoaght to 568) 
& foziwhaiioeucr a fool thinkcth, it Tfricts; to Fiſh 
that it all be : Agi4appearrthby this fable, fn 
Walſes which ſometime roſe carty imthe moꝛni 
moge be was riſen fr amis rauch. hedttctetzes 
—.— fart. and began ti lap to hinifel? 
Wantzeg er the gau faz;theſergantpangy | it 


# 0 5 


geth u Aud them he hep arten from :ijthꝭ todgin 
98 29) wahe nn And aaht went on 

| en ſacke Al et ala whicl; x wound 
ad ctu fall, a ue bn fot 4s taxis it opſdt 
user ſariſg to hh H. & Mall mt vat thee; fey 
Jae hurt wy tender ſtomatur, Nuit 
9 and (arty betten H ff 
ni e re d nd to:medlmawith Hell 
Wozdg he nt bis en, an anνiut̃t er fe f 
gteat z paceꝛot 4Satonavel! falt, hich · der tut ite 
bplizg dewne, and inn er dee ee 
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{t enough, he ſaid, J bildaine to vat of this meats, 
becauſe it would make mne dzinke to much, koz it im 
ſalt: and as mint aris ſang ta me lately, I ſhalleat 
this day better and mo2e delicigus meate : and then 
he begun to wall further, & as he entrid into afaird 
incddow,/he ſama Pare. and her foals with her, am 
ſaid fohiinſolfe, J render thanks vnto the god, F 
the gwdnelle that they ſend me, foz well 3 witt, 
was: certaine, that this day Jſhould find ſome pe- 
tious meate. Then he cam neere the Pare and ſain 
to her. Certainely fiſter J muſt eat thy child. da 
the Pare ſaid, Doe my. bzother what ſhall pleaſe 
thee, but firſt J pzay thee doe me ons pleaſure} A 
haue often heard lay, that —— a god Durgeon, 
thereloꝛe I deſtre ther that thou wilt helpe my fot, 
foz as I paſte d peſtetdav through the foꝛreſt, 
entred into my foot detzinde, which grieueth 
ſoꝛe, I pꝛa thee therefoze befoze thau eat 
topalithe ſaifie. out ot ni fot. And the — — 
That wall I gladly/ doe good Siſter, ſhew. me thy 
fot; And as the Pare ſhewed the Wolfe her fote 
ſhe gane him ſuch a ſtroke betwerrt the. eies, tyathe 
was.aomed and fell flat to the ground, and by this 
meaurs was her foale ſaved : and a lang time after, 
was the Wolfe lying vpon the earth foz dead, and 
whenhe. was come againe to himſeite, and that hes | 
could fpeake, he taid: Fcare nit (oa this miſdap, foz 
well A wot that pet this day A bail gat and be well 
filled wich deliciona meat: t an vitering theſe words, 
he: lifted vy himtelfe , and ſo de parted . And baning 
: walkod efpace; he found (hy chance) acouple of rams 
fighting ina meddom, that with nn hoanes (mate 
171 6th ane I 99863 L N 4334: 4 each 
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each other. Then the Wolfe faid within himſelfe ! 
Blelled be God that now J ſhall be thʒoughiy ſat u 
2. He then came neere the two Rammes and ſaid; 
Certainly, I thal eat one of pou; And one of them 
faid vnto him, Pp Lo2d doe all that pleaſeth vou, but 
firft you muſt gine vs a ſentence of a pzoceſſe of law 
which is betwirt vs: And the Wolfe anſwered, That 
with right good will he wauld doc it: And alter ſaid 
bnto ther, Pp Lo2vs tell me pour caſes, that may 
tze better gine ſentence of poar difference and que 
F ftion. And then one of them began to ſay, Py Lozd, 
ty This meadow was belonging to our Father, and be 
1 canſe he died without making any ozdinance0z te- 
bal ſtament, wx be now in debate and ſtrife fo2 the par 
as tina of it: wherefoze we pꝛay thee that than woulad 
& maze an accozd betwixt vs, ſo that peace map be on 
4 either de. And then the Wolfe demanded of the 
4 Ramints, how their que ſtion might be /accozoed * 
Right well, ſaid one cf them, by the way that J (hall 
teil the, if thou wilt heare me. We will be at the 
two ends of the meddow, and thou ſbalt be in the 
un dit of it, and from the end ol the meadow wee both 
ſhall run te ward you, e he that Mall ſirſt come to pou, 
fbaive Lo2d of this ineddow, and the laſt ſhatbe thine. 
Well ſaio the Wolfe, Thine aduice is gond, and well 

| p20poſed : Let vs ſi not mio hall come-/firf} tome. 
| Then weut ths two Kams tothe endof the meddoly, 
and both at once began to runne foward the Molle, 

and with all their aiight came and 
nement ſtraucas, both at once againſt both hi 
that almoſt thep bꝛake his heart within his belly, 
there fell downe the poet Melfe all aſtagied, and 


— 
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rams weat their way. And when hes was came a⸗ 
gaine to himſelfe, he tooke courage, ano depaxted, ſays 
ing thus vnta himſelfe, pet ſhall J this dayeatſame 
good dainty meat. Ye had not long walked but ho 
found a S9w and her ſmall 91gges with her, ann in⸗ 
continerit as ſoone as he low her he ſaid : Thanks 
bee to the gods that J wall this day. eat and fill my 
belly with good meat, and all haue gaod luck: and 
in ſaping that hꝛ appꝛoached Aena jd (ads 
her, Py liter, J = eat ſome of thy young 
and the @ow ſaid to him, Py Leid, A ani co 
eat what ſhall pleaſe you, but gte you cat,. I.pzap 
that they may be baptized, and made cieane in 
pute and faire- water: and the Nolfe ſaid, Shew 
me the water, and J will wath and bapti je them well: 2 
then the Sow led him to a civer whore was afaire 
inill, and as the wife was bpona little bi * 
ſaid mill, and that he wauld h ine taken a 
Z om thzuſt the Molke into the water with 2 
and (6; the fwiftneJo of the water, hee inuſ needs 
vndet the (whole of the ſaid mill, but God 
2wes: whether the wings of the mull did bes! bim 
well oz not, pet asſoone at hee might, he rang 43 
wap, and as he ram he ſaid ta himſelfe, I care u 2 
ta little ſhame; ſith J hall eat m belly full a 


tious meat, as mine acſe did ſing early to — 
as hee palled through the ban, vs awſome hrpe, 
and ag the @heepe ſaw him, tue r catced.into a en 


— the Malfe cams there, bes ſaud 
in this nimer, God ſaue pay wp ſiſters, Imuſt eat 
aj] ane of you, ta tha end that mygteat . 
| — ſaid ny — him, 5 
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mp L62d, pon are welcome to Maſſe, fo) we be come 
Mther to hold à great ſolemnitie, and therefoꝛe wee 
deſtre you that vou pontifically would ſing, and after 
the Deruice compieate and finiſhed, do pour pleaſure 
with one ol vs. The Wolfe fo: vaine-glozy, faining 
to be a Pzclate, began to ſing and hawle aloud be: 
fo2o the ſhepe; amd when the men of the towneheard 
the voyte of the wolfe, they came into the ſtable with 
great ſtaues, and ſo layd vpon the Molfe that hir 
cond hardly goe: ncuertheleſſe, be eſcaped and went 
under a great trot vpon which tree ſtadd a man 
that hewed downe the boughes thereof; The wolle 
then began to ſigh ſoze, and to make great ſo2ratb 
fo2 his euill hap and ſaid: Ah lupiter. Ho mam 
 eutls haue 1 had and cſcaped - But & know it is 
long or mp ſelfe and by mine owne mcanes and p2ond 
thoughts; fo2 this day in the mozning J found a ſack 
fail of Tallow, which J difdained, and anon after 
that a ptete of bacon, which J would gat eat for 
-feare of great thirſt; and becauſe of foliſh con- 
teit: ſo that the etull that dappeneth to me, is rightly 
beſtowed. Þp father was newer Phyſitian,. no; 
Leach, neither haue J euer ſtudied oz learned the 
Science of Phplicke, therefoze if there hapned any 
euill to me when J would haue dzawne the thozne 
out of the Mares fote, it is well imployed. Alſo-my 
Father was neither pattiarke noz biſhop, no: cuer 
knew any letter in the bake, and yet F pꝛeſume d and 
toke vpon me to dee lacrifice, and to ſiug heſoꝛetthe 
gods, fainingmy ſolfea Prelate; butafter my defer 
uing J was well rewarded : alſounp Father aan 


ner Lawyer noz Juſtice, and pet I would taks byon 
x ma 
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vined againe, helookced vp toward heauen, 


than before he was fierce and pzond. By this taule 
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me to be à great Juſtite. But J knew neuer neither 
A. ne B. and therefoze the euili that is come ta 

is moſt right. O Iupiter, J am woꝛthy of a — 
puniſhment foꝛ my offences. Sendt hou nowto mes 
from thy high thꝛone a ſwoꝛd, oꝛ other weapon, wher⸗ 
with J may ſtrongly puniſh and beat my ſelfe bp 
great penance, foz well wozthp J am to receiue a 
greater puniſhment. Now the good manbeing vpon 
the tree, and hearing all theſe woꝛds of the UWoife, ſaid 
nothing. And when the Wolfe had made an end at 
his ſighings complaints, the good man tokehis ars 
wherewith he had cut away the dead bꝛanches of the 
trie, and taſt it vpon the wolle, and it fell vpon his 
backe in ſuch manner, that the Molfe turned dylide 
downe with his f&te vpward, inſuch ſozt that he lap 
as if he had berne fark dead. And after he was re- 


andk,, in 
thus to Ly lh „Ba * nowſe well that thou 
hat herd my pꝛayer. And by earneſt looking vp, he 
eſpied the man which late in the tre, and thinking 
hinr to be Iupicer, he pꝛeſentlp led toward the fazreit 
as faſt as he could being uery ſoʒe hurt and wounded: 
ana ever after he bet ame moe meeke andhumnble, 


men map fee, that many things fall out which a ſoole 
thinketh not an. And it weweth to vs, that 
little good hap falleth vnto vs, we ought not ta 
it in hope of berterfoztune : it likewiſe ſhewethz that 


none are to take vpon them to doe that which they 
have noſkill to doe. 
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120075 Of the enuious Dogge. 
e m ought to have enup at other mens ga 
V foztime, as appeareth by this fable of an enui- 
gng dogge which went into a ſtable ol rt n, becauſe 
that they ſhould not enter in foz to cat of the hay; 
And then the Dxcaſaiv untahim. Theuart cuill and 
pet uerſt᷑ to haue cnup of other mens good, the which is 
to us ncedfull and profitable, foz thy kind is nat to 
ect hay. And tles ve did of a great bone which bg 
held in bis mouth, he wauld net leave it, becanſt ny 
wy af antothcx dooge being hard by. This fable 
thersfoze tcacheth vs, that it behooueth euery on ts 
&#phimſelfe fromthe company of an emuons perſon, 


| Ofthe Wolfe and the hungry Doꝑpge- 


Ar Pere be ſame that think to winne. wtichoften 

1 happen to læſe, foz it is commonly (aid, that as 
much ſpcndethheniggard as the liberall, rs it appes#/ 
rrtd by this ſable, ot a man which had a great flacke 
of ' hiepe, and alſo te had a dogge fo2 to kepe them 
trim the cio: To this donge be gate no eat 
foz the'great aianice-that he Lad, 2 5b thereſg2e the 
Woife on à dap cante to the Dogge, and deangaded 
of Hint tte reafoawhp he was ſo leane, and ſaid unto 


im, J /\& weil that thouartready to ſtatue though 
enger, by reaſon that thy maſter giveth ther ho meat 


dy his ſcaxcitp, but if thou wilt beleebe wie, Aſball 


gute ther geod counſell. And the Dogge laid techn, 


Certainly 4 lacht grestlp good rounſell. Theathe 
Molfe ſaid to him, T his ſhalt thou doe, Let me take 


-@Lambe, and when J wall haue it, à Wall run a- 


wer, 
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away, and when thou ſeeft me, make ſewblantefo 
run after me, and faine thy ſelfe that thou 


ny onerfake me fon lacke-and defavl meat, which wa- 

" eth thee fe fbi, And thus when-the Shepheard 

— ſhall ter that thou maieſt not run of thy great 

P' | rivlenette and debilitiesf body, de Thall telithy Lozd 

is that maieſt not reconer the lambe becauſe thou 

to art ſd Nane and humgzy, Af this — ſhalt 

' haue t 

4 

| E 

to 

* | and” it he ſaid as a man 

| 10 We J will that from hencefozth prugine bim 
125 8 enough, and then enery day the ſame 


of bzead and dꝛie bꝛead enough , 


And the Dogge anſweredhim; With ve- 

fll'Jſhall heare4t, and if it begod I ſhall 
fter it. Then aid the Wolfe to him, Gineme 

teakteto take another Lambe, and dos thau runne at 

ter me foʒ to haue it from ms, and to bite ms, 

f dwg ay gent with the (ore 


1 
0 


] 


| 


034 10 97) The bah Beke. 


bolec be me harbly, and good hall hap fo the. A 
- when thy maſters ſervants ſhall haue m ! 
{gence they wall wew thy maſter, how. that t 
*ſhalt ker pe full well his fald if thou he i , 
"thed.' Aod then. the doggs anſwered the, 
he” was tontant. And ag it was ſaid. 
done, and bath of them 3nadg-god di 
wolte ranue aump with theAagh, and t 
' Ufter and onertos ke him, and bit him faintly 
I ouer*thzew- the Dogge vpſive, de 
round. And wben the Shepard fam, the 
ſuch Arnhes bpon thy Dogge D 
\Taid tertainaln ue haue a good dogge, We N 
n endete eder ag hw boi 
am hem de ues ouerthzpwne, and pet fait 
vai, if he had euer mtat egougy, the wolty 


7''togk againe all his ürength 15 
.3 after the Wife came agating to the N 
d onto — — 105 ct JEL. 5 baue 
nit giuen ta thee. good 
: ;Tettainely thainbaft,fo2 
-+ the Wolfe:ſaidfo the = wi com ae 
/1: that thou wilt het giue ne another Lambe Fo 
ang laid to hun, Tertainly um Mather it may ſh 
1-thee-to haut hav evo of them. Theg ſaid the in 
+ attheteaft thou anaiſt let ine haus gn (02 77 
„und faharp. That italt then not, ſaid 
r Es — 
alters 3 e 
o hun againe, Py. bzother, a b it ine if it p — 
c. 
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thee. And the Dogge, ſaid, Fay That, 


Ml 
takeſt i e mp will = 


s. tune thou A ary ts 


after 

Wolfe [ajd, Alas my bzother, A bye fo; Ftmger, t 
a Gods laue what, J ſhall dog. Then thed, 
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a tot high, and pet by floth J had rather abige there 
than to riſe vp. The ſecond aid, Suppoſe that the Will 
Wall ve mine, fo2 if I came to a table touered with - 


All manner ef delicate meats whereof J might eat 
ik A1 take of the delt, Jam fo 1 that J. 


— eat, without one 'ſhould' put the meat in 


; The — 1. (a, The Milt ſhall be mine, 


(3 par, and mozeſlothfull than 
| i 3 'J\formb then my re 5 within a faire water bp to 


5 Abend 3 
zop thereof. Then aid the Judge. Y 
Wot not w t yoe ſay;fa2 m1 ar 


5 f aufe J remit among 
jus they went wither ence, foꝛ to 
- belongeth a foolith' infwer ; and 

be fogles that will plead in fuch ſozt 


1 i jets to a ſmall matter belongeth 


= Of the Wolfe and the Fox. 
Diie may be ualker, except firffhs haue bene 
a diſtiple. As it en by this kablo of a fox 
which came to a wolfe, and ſaid to him, Py Lo2d, 3 
p20 w Fe aL ps will be iy goſſty. And the wolfe an- 
ere content. Indthe fox tooke him his ſon, 


Ya pꝛaping bim that hee ſhould learne his ſonne god do 


rinc, the which the wolfetsoke, and went with hin 
vpon a myiintaine, and faid to the little Fox, when 
the beats tome to the feld, call mer. And the For 
went and ſaw from the to ir tele high billhow all the 
Veafes' were comming to the field, wherefoze hee 


called his — und lald, Pp Godfather, the 


beal 
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beaſts come into the fleld. And the TWolfe demam⸗ 


ded of dim what beaſts they were. The For anſwe⸗ 
red, There he both kin and ſwine together. Well 
ſaid the Wolfe, -Jcarnot for them, let them goe, fog 
the Dogs be with them. Son after the Fax, lookea 
on the other ſide, and perceiued a 1 
to the flelds, and he went to his Godfather and laid, 
Godfather, a Mare is gane to tho fielen. And the 
Wolfe demanded of him, whereabont is dee - and 
the For anſwered, che is hy the fa:reft;and the Malle 


ſaid, nolu gos we to dinner: and the Uolfe with his 
godſon went into the Fozreft,' and came to the. 


238288 


— 
8 


and perceived a young Colt by her. Then the Molke 
tooke the Colt by the necke, and dzew him inta the 
wood, and deuoured hun betwene them both: 7 

when they had weil eaten, the godſonne a tothe 


SAA S883 


1 | godfather, Py Godfather, J conume nd pouto Saß 
and much J thanke pon foz your good dottring, 0 
ve haue taught me well, inlamuch that noi J am 
great clerk, and now A Kante e d hn 
the TUolfe ſaid to his godſonne, Þy godſonne, it 
goeft awap, thou ſhalt e Guia at 


, 103 

pet Kill ſtudied, neither knowell * 5 
giſmes. Ba ine goed godfather, ſaid the For, 4 
well all, Then the Wolfeſaid ta him, | 
needs goe, to God J commend the 
Fox was come to his mother, ſhe ſaid to 
thou haſt not Rudied en 


ſhall \@ whether J can doe ought oz nought. — 
the young Fox would haue done as his a 
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wolfedid, ana faid to his mother, Pike a god watch, 
and when the boaſts hall come to the fleld, let me 
daue knotutedge thereof: And his mother fatd, wellfo 
thall * Sher made god witch, and wu den che ſaw 
' the and the wine - goe to the feld, che 
ſaid unto him, Py ſonne, the Kine and Dwine goe 
| together into the ffelds: and he anſwered 7 So 
ther. fo; them J care not; let then pes las the 

| kep heny well: and within a Hort while after; 
| 

g 


mother faw the Pare cone nert vnto the wood, and 
kald vnta her tonne, Py fonne, the Pare is nert 
vnto the wood: and he anfwered. Py mother, theſe 
de good tidings, abide ve here, foꝛ I goe to fetch our 
diner: and he ent red into the wood, and after would 
doe as his godfather had done befozt, and went and 
| tyoke the Pare vp t enecke, bnt the Pare tookohbn 
him to the Syepheard, and 
mother cryed from the toppe of the hill, My 
tet goe the 10 7 and come hither againe, but 
| igdt not, foz the Pate held him fait with her 
teeth? ans asthe Shepheard came to kill him the mo 
| ther crped, and ſab w#ping : Alas my ſome, thou 
| ' 
| 


| tenene well and halt ben tw litle awhile at 
Tee 
idw die m p : and the d 
ar tete him a tale d that none 
fo wr Romy > haue art 
Se 195 1 5 to be oe 
the carne ek 
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arid the ſonne anſwered ko the Father, J ſhall gee 
auengo me on him. And the great Lion ſais to Ty 
Goe not. fo? if thon goelt thither, thou ſhalt repent 
thee thereof, and halt doe like a Fools. And the (on 
anſwcred the Father, By mine head J (hall goe thi: 
ther, and ter what he can doe. And as he went to 
And the man he wet an Dre within a 'movvoly, and 
an hoꝛſe whoſs bar he was all flaino and (028, to whom 
efaivin this manner, Who is he that hath ted you 
r, and that \s hath hurt von e And they (aid ta 
Him, it is the man. And he ſaid to them, Certain 
this is a marneldus tying J pꝛay you that ve will 
t me ſe him. Then they departed and ſhewed hun 
Labourer as he eared the earth, and the Lyon 
Without vttecing any woꝛds paſſed toward the man 
to tohom he ſpake in this manner: Ma inan, thou hal 
done outer manp euils both to me and to my father, 
und likewiſe ts odr beaſts * Therefoze J tell ther. 
that to me thou muſt doe right. And the man ſatd ] I 
"adnife the to take hide, fon and if thou comme ſt too 
nente me, J chan kiil thee with thes great tluw, und the 
artet with this wrſife I hall fiea thee. And the Lion] by 
Auto, Cone beroꝛe my Father, and he as king ſhali dae At 
e vs god iuſticto And the man ſaid, J am content 
"if thou worlt \weare-to me, that thou wilt not touch go 
ine until we be in pzelence ot tho Father, and alſo A 0 
Schalt cweare vnto thee, that Jthall gae with these] gi 
into the pyrſence of thy father. Thus the pon 
und the mam beganse to goe together by: the wap, tot 
where his todds and nꝛts had herne fet; and as they 
: paed by the A ien ſell inta cod, amd by the tet 
Arn — — orien the 


* 
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id *o the man, W 1 pꝛap thee that thou wilt help me. 
z nap not goe. And the man anſwered to him, 1 


it not. foz J haue ſwoꝛne vnto thee that 4 will not 
n dhe vntill we come befoze thy father. And as 
i; van ſuppoſed to haue unbound himſelke foz ta 


c 952 fell into another ſnare. And then he began 

ter the man,ſaping, ꝙ god man, J pꝛay thee 

nic, But the man began to ſtrike him vpon 

and when the Lyon ſaw that he might not 

we, he (41d fo the man, I p2ay the that thou ſmite, 

me no — vpon the head, hut vpon the eares,becauſe 

a not heare the counſell of my father, And the 

1 n be Zan to ſmite hun at the heart and flew him. 

:Zyerefoze we ſee, that vnto diſobedient childzen ma⸗ 
ny times miſ-foztune befalleth. 


Of the Knight and his ſeruant which 
tound che Fox. 
Mau there be that foꝛ their great leaſing fup- 
poſe to put vnder all the Wozd, but euer af 
the laſt their icaſings be knowne, as appeareth- - 
by this fable, of a Knight which went with an 
Archer of his thꝛough the land, and as they rode they 
found a Fox, and the Knight ſaid to the Archer, In 
god ſoth J ſ> & great For. And the Archer laid, y 
Lozd, maruell you thereat - Ahaue beene in the re- 
gion whereas the Fores be as great ag@ren, And 
the Unight laid, In goodſooth their ſkins were god 
to make niantles with, if ſkinners might haue them. 
And as they were riding they fell into many worde 
and deuices, and becauſe the Knight perceiued well 
the leaſing of the Archer, he — to make payers 


— — — 
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to the gods fo2 to make his Archer afraid, and ſaid 
in this manner, D lupicer thou great god, J pzap 
thee that this dap thou wilt kepe vs from leaſing, 
ſo that we map paſſe ſafe this great tiuer which is 
here befoze vs, and that we may ſafely come to our 
houſe. And when the archer heard the pꝛaper of his 
Loꝛd, he was greatly abaſhed, and demanded of his 
Lo2d, wherefoze he pꝛaied ſo denoutly. And the 
Lntght anſwered, Motteſt thou not well that thou 
mult (one palle a great riuer, and that he who all this 
day ſhail haue made one leaſing, if he enter in, he ſhall 
neuer come out againe - Df which woꝛds the archer 
was bery dꝛeadfull. And when they had ridden alit⸗ 


tle wap they found a little riuer. TWherefoze the ar | 


cher demanded of his Lozd; As this the floud which 
we mult palle - No ſaid the Knight, it is greater. O 
my L02d, Jſapſo, becauſe that the For which pon 
ſaw, might well haue ſwimmed ouer this little wa- 
ter. And the Loꝛd ſaid, A care not therefoze. And al. 
ter they had rivden a little further, they found ano- 


ther i:ttle riuer, and the archer demanded of him; Js 


this the flood that ye ſpake of : Napſaid he, foz it is 
greater t bꝛoader. And the archer ſaid againe to him: 
Dp Lo2d, A ſayſo, becauſe the Fox of the which J 
ſpake to day, wasno greater than a Calfe : and then 
the night hearing tye diſſummlation of the archer, 
anſwered not: and ſo they rode foꝛth along, till they 
found pet another riner. And then the archer deman- 
ded of his Lozdis that the ſame ? Nay ſaid the knigh 
but ſone we (hall come thereto. O my Lo2d, quott 
ze, J aſke, becauſe that the for whereof Aſpaket 
eu this day, was no greater than a theepe ; and whe! 
it ö 
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| | they had ridden till evening, they found a Riner of 
ö great bzeadth, and when the Archer ſaw it, hee began 
, to ſhakes for feare, and demanded of his Lozd, Þy 
# | 4020, is this the Riuer - Peaſaid the Knight, G 
[ mp Loꝛd ſaid he, J aſſure you on my faith, that the 
fox of the which A ſpake to day, was no greater than 
9 F the for which wee ſaw to dap, wherefcze AJ confoſſe 
eto pou my ſinne. And then the Knight began to 
UF ſmile,and ſaid to his archer in this manner, this riner 
5 | alſoisno worſe than the riuers which we ſaw befoze 
and have paſſed thzough. Then the archer was aſha- 
med, becauſe ho might no me2e couer h's leaſing. 
| herefo:e it is god euer to ſap the truth, and ta 
t- | p:aciſe honeſt dealing both in woꝛd and deed, foz the 
bF falſe ſpeeches of a lyar pzocure his owne ſhame and 
DF contempt among men. | 


0 Otche Eagle and the Raven. 
As One ought to take vpon him fo2 to doe a thing 
if- which is perilous, except to know himſelfe to 


bee s ble to doe it, as appeareth by this fable. An Ea⸗ 
3s gle by ſiping tooke a Lambe, whereof the Nauen had 
WF great enup and (aid to himſelfe, Wherefoze ſhould not 
n:} take a Lambe as well as the Eagle : And ſhoztly 
Th after, as the Nauen ſaw a great fiock of ſhape paife 
along by him, he deſcended very pzoudly and outra⸗ 
giouflp on them, and in ſuch manner ſmot a weather, 
that the clawes abode in the fleſh, by reaſon whereof 
he could not fy away. Then the Syzepheard came 
amd b2ake his wings, and tooke him, and after bare 
him to his childzen to ptap withalt; and they deman⸗ 
ded of him what bird he was. And the Kauen anſwe ⸗ 
red to them, 3 ſuppoſed to haue besne an Cage, 
4M -- - K 2 an 
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and by my ouer-wening, J thought to have taken 
a Lambe as the Eagle did. But now X know well 
that J am a Kauen. Wherefoze the feeble ought not 
to compare with the ſtrong, fo2 ſometime when he 
luppoſeth to doe moze than he map, he falleth there: 
by into great diſhonoꝛ, as appeareth by this preſent fa- 
ble of the Nauen, which ſuppoſed himſelfe to bee ag 
ſtrong as the Eegle. 
Of the Eagle and the Weſill. 
D man what might ſoeuer hee hath, ought to 
diſpzaiſe another, as appeareth by this pꝛeſent 


S_ WU, am oa co om cc oc oct 


fable, of and Cagle which chaſcd ſometime after an 


Mare, and becauſe that the Hare might not reſiſt a- 


gainſt the Cagle, he demanded apd and helpe of the | 


Wieffil, which toke her inta her keping, and becaule 


the Eagle ſaw the TUeſill ſo little, he diſprayſed her. 


and by fo2ce toke a way the Hare, whereat the We: 


fi!l was w2oth, and went and beheld the neſt of the F 


Eagle which was vpon an high tree, and ſecing 1t, 


climed vp into the tre and caſt downe the poung Ca- 
gies, whereof they died. And foz this canſe the Ea⸗ 
gle was angry, and went with Iupiter, praying him 
that he would ind him a ſure place where he might 
lap his egges and his little chickings, and Iupiter did 
grant it, and withall gaue him ſuch a gift, that when | 
the time of childing ſhould come, hee ſhould make 


her pong ones within his boſome. When the TUe- 
ſtil knew this, ſhe gathered together a great quanti⸗ 


ty of sꝛdure or ftith ; and thereof made a high hill, ez 
ta let her ſelfe fall from the tep of it into the boſome 


of Iupiter. and when Iupiter felt the ſtinke, he be⸗ 


ganne to ſhake his boſome, and both the Meũll yo 
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the egges of the Fagle fell downe to the ground, and 
thus were all the egges b2oken and loſt: And when 
the eagle knew it, ſhee made a vob that (hee would 
neuer make any Cagle, vntill the were thereof aſſn- 
red. And therefoꝛe none, how mighry and ſtrong ſoe⸗ 
uer he be, ought to diſpraiſe another, foꝛ there is none 


ſo ſumple, but that he may auenge himſelfe either one 


wap 02 other. 
Of the Fox and the Goate. 

E which is wiſe, onght to canfider the end bes 
fo:c he begin any wozke, as appeareth by this 
| fable of a Fox and a goate which ſometime de⸗ 
ſcended into a deepe Mell fo2 to dzinke,and when they 
had d2unke, becauſe they could not come vp againe, 
the For ſaid to the Goate, Mp friend, if thou wilt 
| helpe me, we ſhall be ſone both out of this Mell: foz 
| if thon wilt ſet thy two fete againſt the wall, J ſhall 
well ap vpon thee, and then J ſhall leape out of 
the well: and when J (hall bee out of it, thou (halt 
take me by the hand, and J all dzaw thee out ofthe 
well. And vnto this thing the Goats acco2ded, and 
* ſaid J will. And then the Goate lift vp his ferte a⸗ 
gainſt tye wall, and the fox did ſo much as by his ſub- 
| tilty that her got out of the well, and when he was 
ont, he began to looke downe vpon the Goate which 
was within the well. And the Goate ſaid vnco him, 
Helpe me now as thou haſt pzonuſed. But the Fox 
began to laugh at him, laping: @ maſicr Goate, 
ik thou hadſt ve&ene wiſe, accozding to the grauitp of 
| thy faire beard, thon wouldeſt cre euer thou haddeft 
entered into this Well, haue taken heed how thou 
ſhouldeſt come fozthof it againe, Wherefoze he that 
1 K3 will 
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will wiſely gouerne himſelle, ought euer to take had 
to the end of the wozke. 
Fife Of the Car and the Chicken. 
E that is falſe by nature, and hath begun to de 
teiue others will vſe his craft ſtill, as it appea- 
reth by this pꝛeſent fable. A Cat there was that ſome: 
tine tobe a Chicken, the which he began verie great 
ly to blame, cnelp that hee might picke a quariell and 
eat him, ſaping thto him after this manner: Come 
hither, little chicken, thou doc ſt no god but cry all the 


night, and keepeſt ine thereby from ecping. And the 
Chicken anſwered, J doe it foꝛ thy great p2ofit. Then 


the Cat ſaid to him, Pet which is wo2ſe, thou art an 


inceſtuous leacher, ſoꝛ thou knoweſt naturallp both 


the mother end the daughter: and the Chicken ſaid, 
A doe it that mp maſter map haue egges fo2 his ea. 
ting, and my mater foꝛ his p2ofit, gane to mee both 


mother and daughter foꝛ to multiply the egges. Then 
the Cat ſaid to kim, By mp faith goſſip tyou haſt cr: 


tuſes enow, but neuertheleſſe thou C:alt paſſe th2ough 


my th2oate, fo2 J vurpoſc not to faſt this dap foz all 
thy wozds. Thus it is of him that is accuſtomed to 
live by ravine, ſoꝛ he cannot abſt aine from it, foz all 


the excuſes that may be made. 
Of tlie Fox and the Buſh. 
. En ought not to aſke helpe of them that ber 


moꝛe accuſtomed to doc euill than good, as it 


appeareth by this Fable. There was a Fox which 
foz to eſcape the perill to bee taken, troad vpon a 
chozne which did hurt him ſoꝛs, wherefoze weeping 
he laid fo tze buſh, Jam come to the as * re 
5 , a * 4 ,» , uge, 
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refuge, and thou haſt hurt mee: And the bulh ſaid to 
him. Thou haſt erred and beguiled thy ſelfe, fo2 thou 
ſuppoſeſt to haue taken me as thou doef hens and 
6. © chickens. And therefoze men ought not to helpe them 
a- which be accuſtomed to doe euill, but ought rather to 
e- & hinder them. 


To Of the Man and his Idoll. 
na F the euill man ſometime commeth p2ofit fo 
ne ſome other though it be contrary to his will, 


he Þ as appeareth by this fable: of a man which had in 
he his houſe an Jdoll, which he offen times adozedas 
en! his God, and the moze he p2ated fo him, the moze 
an he failed and became pooze, wherefoze the man was 
th | angry at his Jooll, and toke it by the legs, and ſmote 
d, þ the head of it ſo ſtrongly againſt the wal, that it bꝛake 
a- all to peeces, out of which Jdoll Wueda great trea- 
th ſure, whereof the man was glad and ioyfull. And the 
n man ſaid to the Jdoll, Mow know J well that thou 
x: | art wicked, euill and perverſe, foz when J wozſhip⸗ 
zhÞ ped thee thou didſt nought foz me. Therefoze when 
u euill men doe good, it is againſt their will. 
tof Ot a Fiſher, 
N Nee a Fiſher piped foz to make the Aſh dance: 
and when he ſaw that foz no ſong he could pipe 
* they would dance, he wared angry, and caſt his 
| nets into the water. and toske great ſtoꝛʒe of fiſh, and 
rv whenhe had dzawne his nets to land, the fiſh began to 
it leape and dance, and then hs laid vnto them: Cer⸗ 
hÞ fainly it appeareth now well that pe be very euill 
a beaſts, foz now when ye be taken, pe leape and dance, 
and befoze when J piped on my Bagpipe, A could 
not get you to dance. Therefoze it appeareth well 
B4 that 
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that thoſe things which be dons in ſeaſon, be well 
done, and by good aduice. 
Of the Cat and the Rat. 

He man that is wiſe and hath once herne hegni 

led, will no moze truſt bun that bath begui⸗ 
led him, as rchcarſeth this fable, of a Cat that went 
into a houle uvihere many rats were, which he dio cat 
dne after another. And when the Rats percetue« the 
fierceneſſe and crueltie of he Cat, they held a corn; 
tell together, whereas thep determined with one con- 
ſent that they would no moꝛe come vpon the lower 


ground. Celheretoꝛe one of them moſt ancient, ſaid Þ 
to all the other, My bzethzcn, pee know againif Þ 


whom we may not refiſt, therefoze we muſt nodes 


hold our ſelues vpon the vpper balkes, to the end our 


enemic map not take vs: of tie which w32ds theo- 
ther Kats were well content, andagreed tohiscoun- 


Tell. And when the Cat knew the counſell of the 
Rats, he hung hinſclfe by Hig two fete behinde, vpon F 
a pin of Jron which did ſticke ina balke, feininghim- F 
felfe to be dead. Then one of the Kats locking down⸗ 
word, and ſceing the Tat ſo hanging, began to laugh, | 
and ſaid to the Cat, O my friend, ir J knew that thou 
wert dead, J would come downe, but J know thee F 
fo be faiſe, and doſt but hang lo counterferting thy! 
ſeife to be dead, therefo2:c J will not goe downe. By 
which we lcarne, not ts truſt him the ſecond tune, 


which hath deceined vs gute. 


C)t rhe a rer and tlie Pielarge. 
T Ter which e taken with tho wicked and euilt, 
Het nf.v ke pame and punichment. As 
it appeareth 4 zun Fals: Of a Labourer which 


ſome- 
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om etime dꝛelled and ſet gins foz fo take the Geeſe 
and allo the Cranes Which did cat his Cozne. It 
hapned that once in a mo2ning he toke a great ma- 
ny af Caſe and Cranes, and a Pielarge among them, 
which earncftip pꝛaycd the Labourer to let him goe, 
ſaping that he came not thither to doe any harme. 
At theſe woꝛes the Labourer began to laugh, and 
ſaid to the Ptelarae, u thou hadſt not bene in their 
fellowſhip, thou hadſt not centred into my net, noz 
bene taken . but becauſe thou art found and taken 
with them, thou ;alt be puniſhed as they be, Mhere⸗ 
foze none cught to kepe company with ſuch as dog 


evit!, vnleſle he be willing to be puniſhed as tber be 


loꝛ their bad conditions. 
Ot the child which kept the ſneepe. 
1 de man which is accuſtomed to make leaſings, 
ſhall not be belæued when he telleth the truth, 
as rehearſeth this pꝛeſent Fable, ot a child which 


ſometime kept ſherpe, the which cryed oft without 


cauſe, ſaping, Alag ſoz Gods love ſuccour mee, foz 


| the Wolfe will eat mp ſhrepe. And when the Kaz 
| bourers that cultured 4 eared the earth there aboutg 


heard his trie, they came to him, and did lo verp of- 
ten and found nothing, and as they ſaw that there 


was no Welues, thep returned againe to their owne 
! labour. Notwithitanding, it hapned on a dap that 


the Tlolte came inde, and the child crped as he 


was accuſtomed to doc, and becauſe that the labou⸗ 
| rcrs had bene oftentimes deceiued, they kept their 
woꝛke ſtill, and ſuppoſcd that it was not truth, by 


reaſon whereof the Wolfe ranne away with one of 
the ſher pe. Thus we (& that men will not lightly 
b | 
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bele&eue him that is knowne foz a liar. 
Ot the Ant and the Columbe. 
Dne ought to bs ingratefull foz the benefites 
which hee receiueth of another, as rehearſeth 
this Fable, of an Ant which came toa Fountaine to 
d2inke, and as ſhe would haue dꝛunke, ſhe fell into 


the "Fountaine, wherein ſhe thought fo haue beeng ö 


dzowned without helpe, and the Columbe tooke 4 


b;zanch of a tro, and caſt it to ſaue her ſelfe, and then 
the Ant went anon vpon the bꝛanch and ſaued her 
ſelfe. Then came the kalconer which would haue ta- 
taken the ſaid Columbe, and the Ant ſeeing the Falco- 


ner pꝛeparing his Nets, came to his fœte, and ſo faſt 


pꝛicked him, that ſhe cauſed him to ſmite the earth 
with his fte, and there with made ſo great a noiſe 
that the Columbe heard it, and withall few away 
befoꝛe the gins and nets were ſet. d Mheꝛekoze none 
ought to foꝛget the benefit which he hath receiued of 
fame other: fo2 ingratitude is a great ſinne. 
Ot tre Bee and lupiter. 

He cull that a man eweth to another, com- 

meth to himſelfe, as appcareth by this fable of a 

Bte which offercd vnto lupiter apece of Yonp, 
whereof Iupiter was much toyfull, and ſaid to the 
Ber, Demand of me what thou wilt, and J ſhall giue 
if thee, Then the Bie pzayea him in this manner, 0 
Iupiter, J p2ay thee that thou wilt grant me that 
whatſocucr ſhall come to take away ip Honep, if 
I #:ng him, he may ſuzdenly dye. And becauſe that 
Jupiter loued the humane linage, he ſaid to the Be, 


' Lefitſuffice thee that whoſocner (hall take thy ho- 


ny, if thou ſting oꝛ pꝛicke him, incontinent thou ſhalt 
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die: and thus her requeſt was turned to her owne - 
harme. Mherefoꝛe men ought not to demand ef God 


any thing that is vnhoneſt oꝛ vniuſt. 


Ot che Carpenter and ot Mercury. 

BY how much God is moze merciſull and benigne 

to the god and holy. ſo much the moꝛe he puni⸗ 
ſheth the wicked and euill, as we may ſce by this fas 
ble, of a Carpenter which cut wad by a river fo2 to 
make a Temple to the gods. And as he cut wood, 
his Arefell into the water, wherefoze he began to 
wepe, and to call to the gods fo2 helpe : and the 


god Mercury fo2 pitty apcared to him, and asked 
him wherefoze he wept, and ſhewed to him an Axe 
ok gold, and aſked of him if that were the Are which 


ares £Cubd 


he had loſt. And he ſaid nay : then the god ſhewed 


htm another Are of ſiluer, and he ſcmblably ſaid 3 
and becauſe Mercury ſaw that he was good and true, 
be d2ew his Are out of the water, and gaue it him, 
and much good beſide her gave him. And the Car⸗ 
penter told this ſtorp to his fellowes, of the which 


— — 


— * 


one of them came to the ſame place to cut as his fel 
low did befoze, and let fall his Axe into the water and 
began to weepe, and to demand helpe and apd of 


the gods; Whereupon Mercury appeared befoze 
him, and ſhowed to him an Are of gold, and deman⸗ 


dedof him ſaping, Js this ſame it that thou haſt loſt - 
And he anſwered to Mercury and fatd, Pea fapzs 
Str and mighty god, that ſame is it: and Mercury 
ſeing the malice of the villaine, gaue to him net- 


ther the one no2 the other, but left him weepingfoz 


his owne Are. Thus God which is good and inf, 
rewardeth all good men in this wozld, every one ** 
1 
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his deſeruing, and punicheth the euill and vniuſt. 
Oftlie young cheete and his mother. 

He child which is not chaſtiſed in the beginning P 

will pꝛaue euill and peruerſe in the end: as we Þ m! 

map perceiuc by this Fable. There was a pong Þ an 

child which in his pouth began to ffeale, and all that Þ an 
he dtd ſteale he bꝛought to his mother, and the mother pu 

4 toke it gladly, and would in no wiſe cozred him and Þ ſth; 

alter he had ollen many things, he was taken and on 

condemned to be hanged, and as men led hun tothe Þ th 

Juſtice. his mother followed him and wept ſoꝛe: And Þ in 

then the child pꝛaped the Juſtice that her might ſap Þ ny 

1 ſome what to his mother, and hang leave, he ap⸗ ar 
20ached to her, æ making as though he would ſpeake J pl 

. to her in her eare, with his teeth he bit oi her noſe: Þ to 

foz which when the Judge bla ned him, he anſwe⸗ 

T red in this manner, Dy 1.029, Ge is the cauſe of my 
death, foz if thee had well chaſtiſed mee, J had not 
come to this hace. By wich fable we map learne, | | 
that it is better fo2 parents to chaſtiſe their childzen 2 
being poung, than to be grieued by them when they] w 


4 are old. F<, ar 
| Of the Flea and rhe Man. tr 
Aeryv little cui is to be puniihed, as appeareth Þ g 
; by this fable. There was a man which tooke ac F tr 
| dea that bit him, fo when he ſaid : Jiica, why bi⸗ de 
teſt thou me. ana wilt nat ict anc tape - And the flea fo 
» @nſwered, It is my wmv ta doc ſo. Ulheretfoze J pray Þ fe 
N the put me not to veath. And the man began to laugh 


and ſaid, Thau cantt nat hurt ine greatly, neuerthe⸗ 
telle, onely fo biting mc, thou ſhalt de. Zherefoze 
| ſmall cuils are nat to be ſuſercd. ol * 
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Of che Husbandman and his two Wives. 
Othing is woꝛſe to a mau than a women, as 
appearcth by this fable. There was a man of 

meane age that had two wiues, that is to ſay, and old 
and a young, which were both dwelling in his houſe, 
and becauſe that the old deſired to haue his loue, thee 
pulled the blacke haires fzom his head, becauſe her 
ſhould be the moze like to her: and the poung woman 
on the other ſide pulled gut all the white haires, to 
the end that he ſhould ſerme the younger, 4 moe faire 
in her ſight. And thus the god man abod without a⸗ 


ny haire on his head. And therefoze it io great folly foʒ 
an ancient man to marrp againe : oz fo2 any man to 
place his affection on two women at once, and to feeke 
to pleaſe them both. 


Of the Labourer and his children 


F E that laboureth continuallp, is likely to ber 


rich in lubſtance as appeareth by this Fable: 


There was a labouring man which had diligently 
{ w2ought all his life ttute,and was thereby waxen rich 

and when he ſhould die, he ſaid to his children, Pp | 
| treaſure J haue left in my Ane: And after that this 


goo) man was dead, his childzen ſuppoſing that his 


' treaſure had beene hid in his Uine, did nothing all 


day but deluo, and it baze moꝛe fruit than it did befoze: 


 fo2 who ſo travelleth well, he hath ever bꝛead enough 
oz to eate, and he that wozlieth not, dyeth foz hunger, 


Here endeth the ſubtile F ables. 
ol Eſop. 


Here 


N 
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Here begine the Fables of Auian. 
right plealant to read. 


The firſt F able is of the old Woman 
and the Wolfe. 


e AUery kind of ſpirit is not is be 
RN il I. — belœued bp us, as appear eth by 

this Fable, of an old woman, 
e271 1. E234 which ſaith vnto her child be: 
cauſe it wept: Certainly if they 
wa peſt any more, J ſhall make 

the TWolfe to eat thee, The 


2 


Qaolfe bearing this old woman 


ſap ſo, abode ſtill at the gate, ànd ſuppoſed to haue the 
child to cat, and when the TWolfe had tarryed there 
ſo long that he was hungry, he returned againe to the 
wod; and the cher Wolfe de:nanded of him, Mhy haſt 
thou bzought me no meat: and he anſwered, The old 
women hath beguiled me, which pꝛomiſed me her child 
- to eat, and at ths laſt J had it not. Therefoze men 


dught not to put any great confidence in a womans F 


lpeeches. 
The ſecond Fable is ot che Torteſſe 
and of the other Bird. 


G that eralteth himſelſe moꝛe than he ought to | 


doe, feldome comveth to god, as appeareth bp 


this Fable, of a Toztee which ſaid to the birds, t 
pe litt me vp very high from the ground into the aire, 


J hill ſhew to pou great plenty of pꝛecious ſtones. 
Then the Eagle take her, and bare her ſo high that 
ſhe might nat le the earth, and laid to her, Dew me 

now 


— 
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now the pꝛetious ſtones that thou pꝛomiſedſt to ſhew 
me: and becauſe the Tvztelſe might not ſee the earth, 
and that the Eagle knew well that ye was deceined, 
he thꝛuſt his clawes into the Toꝛteſſe belly, andkil- 
led him. By which fable we learne, that he which 
will haue woz2lhip and glozp, may not get it without 
be great labour: therfo2e it is better andmoze ſure foz 
by | 5man to keeps himſelfe lowlp, than to exalt himſelfe 
on high, and after to die ſhamefully ; foz it isacom- 
mon ſaping. Who ſo mounteth higher than he ſhould, 
u falleth ſuddenly lower than he would, 
The third Fable is of the two Cxeuiſſes. 
1 man which will vndertake to teach other, 
| ought firlt to examine andcozred himſelfe, as 
it appeareth by this fable of a Cremſe, which would 
haus chaſtiſed her owns daughter, becauſe that ſhes 
went not right, and ſaid to her, Pp daughter, it plea⸗ 
ſeth me not that ye goe thus backward, foz thereby 
thou mateſt come to lome harme. And the daughter 
ſaidtoher, My mother, I ſhall goe right andfozwara 
with a good will, if pe will goe befoze to ſhew me the 
wap: But the mother could goe none otherwiſe. but 
after her kind, wherefoꝛe the daughter ſaid to her, Þp 
mother learne firſt pour ſelfe foz to goe right and foʒ⸗ 
ward, and then ye map teach me. TWherefoze he that 
will teach other, ought firſt to ſhew god example | 
himſelfe, fo2 great ſhame it is fo2 a Doctoʒ to haue his 
obne faults accuſe him. ; | 
The fourth Fable is of the Aſſe * | 
„ and the Lyons skin. | | 
One ought to glozy in the gods of other, ag 
rehearſeth this Fable of an Alle, which ſome- 
time 
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fime found the ſkin1e of a Lyoit, which he did wears 
on him, but he could neuer hide his eares therewit, 
And when he was (as he ſuppoſed) well arrayed with 
the laidſkinn e, he ranne into the foꝛr eff, and when the 
wilde beafls ſaw him cone, they were fexrefult an 
began ta flie, foz thep thought it had beene the Lyon, 
And the maker of the At; ſought his Ale vp am 
downe in euerp place, and when he had long ſought 
him, he thought he would goe to the foꝛreſt, and as he 
was in the foꝛreſt, he met hig Alle arrayed as is befoꝛe 
| ſaid. But his miſter which had ſought him ſo long, 
ſaw his eares, whereby he knew him well, and anon 
he toke him, and ſaid in his manner Maha, maſter 
Alle, are pe clothed with the Lvons ſkin : thou ma- 
Reſt the beaſts afraid, but (f they knew thee as well 
as J doe, thep would not feare thee, but J aſſure 
thee that well J ſhall beat ther foꝛ this. Then hee 
fooke from him the ſkinne of the Lion and ſaid to 
him, Lyon thou ſhalt bens mo2e, but A ſle ſhalt thou 
euer be, and his maſter ſa beat him with a cudgell, 
chat ener after hee remembꝛed it. Therekoꝛe hee 


* 
£ 


o 
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which aduancsth himſelfe of other mens goods, is a 
bery foole, foz as men ſay commonly, he is not 
well arayed, which is ciothed with another mans 


gowne. - 


; 


| The ſift fable is of the rogge 
| and the Fox, | 
j T is great follp fo2 any man to attempt to doe that | 
Tovic be cannot doe, as by this fable appeareth. A 
Frogge ſometime came out of a ditch , and pꝛeſu⸗ 
med to leaps vpon a high 43ountaine and m 


The Fables of Aulan; | 176 | 


fe was vpon ths high mountaine, the ſaid to the other 
beaſts, J am a Miſtreſle in medicine, and can giue 
remedie to all manner of ſlickneTe by my art and ſub⸗ 
e tilto, and (hall render you god health, whereof ſoine' 
dÞ belceued her. Then the Fore which pertetued the fa⸗ 
. lich beleeke of the Bealls, begin ta laugh and ſaid fo 
them; Pooze Beaſts, holu map this foule and vente 
maus beat which is ficke and pale of colour, rendef 
e and giue ta pou health 2 fo the Leach that will heale 
e ſome other, ought firſt to helpe himſelfe ; Foz many 
 Þ counterfeit the Leach, which cannot a wozdof the ſci⸗ 
nÞ ence of INI, from the which A pzay God tokep 
vou. 
8 " The 5 5. Fable is of the Dogge. 
IF HE that is vaine glozions of that which Gould 
humdle him, is a verp foole; as by this Fable 
molt plainely appeareth. There was a man 
which had two dogs, or the which one without bar- 
king bſedtdbife the folke, and the other barked, buf 
did not bite. And when the inaiter of the Hoſe per- 
ceived the malice of the dogge which barkod not, het * 
hung about his neck a bell, to the end that men ſhould 
beware of him: Wherefoze this Dogge was very 
pꝛoud thereof, and began ts diſp2aiſe all other dogges: 
| foz the Which one of the moſt anctent ſaid brifo him, 
D folilh beaſt, now percetue 4 well thy folly and 
great mtadnefle in thinking that this Bell is given 
the foz thine owne deſert and merit, foꝛ certainly it 
is not ſo, hut it is taken to thee foꝛ demerite, and be⸗ 
cauſe of thy ſhʒewdneſſe and great treaſon, foʒ toſhew 
that thou art falſe and a traitour- Wherebß wee 
2 that none ought ta be iapfull of that thing, 
. Whers⸗ 
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whercof he ought to be ſoꝛrou fall, as manp fooles 
be : faꝝ a great fole were that thefe, which being led 
to be hanged, with a coꝛd of gold about his neck, if 
he ſhould: make toy thereof, although the Cop wers 
very rich and coſtly. 
| The ſcuenth Fable, is of che Gamell 
1 and ot Lubircr, 

Uery creature gught.to be content with that that 

god hath ginen him, —. taking the inheri - 
tance of others, as appeareth by this fable of a Ca⸗ 
mell which -fometune complained to Tupicer,, of the 
other heaſts that mocked him, becauſe he was not 
beautifull as they were, wherefoze inſtantly he pzaied 
to Iupiter in this manner: Faire ſir and mighty god, 
A pꝛap thee that thou wilt giue me hoꝛnes, that x 
may be no mo2e mocked. lupicer then begunne to 
laugh, and in ſtead of hoznes, he toke from hun his 
cares, ſaping, Thou haſt moꝛe god than it beha- 
usth thee to haue, and hecauſe thou demandeſt that 
which thou oughteſt not to haue, J haue taken fram 


ther that which thou oughte& to haue : Foz no man 


ought to deſire moꝛe than he ought to haue, leſt be 
thereby leeſe that wyichhe hath. 


Fable viii. ot two . 


En ought not to bold feilowſhip with hunk 


which is accultgmed; to beguile ather, as ap- 
pearcth by this pꝛeſent fable of two ſellowes 
which fometunes held feilowſhip together, to got 
both by motintaines and vaites : and fa2 tannake bet 
ter their voiage, they were ſwozne each to other 
that none of them beth ſhould leave other vntill deat 
aa them. And 6s they walhat in a * 
they 
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they met with a great wild Beare, and they both ran 
awap, foꝛ feare of the which, one of them climed up in 
to a tre ; and when the other ſaw that his felloto wo 
gone and left hun, he laid himſelfe downe ony carth, 
and fained him to be dead. Incontinent the Bearg 
came fo2 to eate him but becauſe the gallant plaid well 
his game, the Beare went fo2th on his way and toucht 
him not : and then his fellow came downe from the 
tree and ſaid vnto him, J p2ay thee tell me what the 
Beare ſaid to thee: and his fellow ſaid, He taught me 
many faire ſecrets, but among all other things he ſaid 
to me, That x ſhould never truſt him which hath once 
deciued mee. 


R 
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Fable ix. of two Pots, 


# Y De poꝛe onght not to take the rich fo2 his fellow, 
as appeareth bp this fable of fwo Pots, of which 
one was of copper, and the other of earth, the which 
did mete together in the riner, and becauſe that the 
earthen pot went ſwifter than did the copper pat, tha 
copper pot ſaid, J p2ay thee let vs goe together, and the 
earthen pot anſwered, A will not goe with thee, faz if 
thou ſhouldeſt chance to hit me, thou wouldeff bzeakse 
me in peces. Therefoze the poze is a fole that coni⸗ 
pareth himſeife with the rich, koꝛ better it is to line in 
pouertp, than to die villainoufy and be oppꝛeſſed of 


the rich. 


Dre 


Fable x. of the Lion and the 
nr Bull. Een 


Ime rerusth not a manalwaies to revenge him⸗ | 
ſelfs vpon him that oe done him any injury: 
2 
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as appeareth hy this preſent fable, of a Bull which 
ſometune fled before a Lion, and as the Bull would 
haue entered into a tauernefb2 to ſaue him, a Goate 
tame againſt him to let him that he ſhould not enter, 
ts whom the Bull ſaid: It is not time now to auenge 
me on thee, fo2 the Lion chaſeth me, but the time ſhall 
tome that A thall finde thee out. TWherefoze that man 
is not wiſe, which to be pꝛeſently reuenged on his ene⸗ 
mp, will bzing himſelfe into moꝛe perill and danger. 


The 11. Fable is of the Ape and his ſonne. 


Here is no greater folly than fo2 a man to pꝛaiſe 

himſelfe, as rehearſeththis pꝛeſent Fable, of lu- 
piter chiefe of the gods, which made all the beaſts 
and birds foz to be aſſembled together foꝛ to know 
their kind. Therewith came kozth the Ape. which 
pꝛeſented his ſonne to lupiter, ſaping thus: Faire ſir 
and mighty god, loke and ſee here the faireſt beaſt 
that euer thou createdſt in this wozld. Yereat Tupi- 
ter began to laugh, ſaping vnto him: Thou art a fouls 


Heaſt thus fo; to pꝛaiſe thy ſelfe. Foz none ought to 


pꝛaiſe hunſclfe, but ought to doe god and verteons 
works, foꝛ the which other men may giue him pꝛaile 
and commendation, 
The 12. Fable is of the Crane and rhe 
Peacocke, 


| Hough a men bee neuer ſo excellent in any ſci⸗ 


a ence, yet it is folly in him to p2aiſehimſelfe, as 
appeareth by this fable, of a Peacock which ſome⸗ 
time made a dinncr to a Crane, and when they had 
eaten and dzunken enough, they had much talke 
tegether: wherefore the Peacocke ſaid to the — 

L 
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Thou haſt not ſo faire a fozme, noꝛ ſo faire feathers 
as J haue. To whom the Crans anſwered e ſaid, At 
is truth: neuertheleſſe, thou haſt not ſo god and faire 
a uertue, as J haue. Foz albeit that J haue not ſo 
faire feathers as thou haſt, pet J can flie better than 
thou thy ſelfe canſt, foꝛ with thy faire feathers thou 
muſt euer abid on the earth, but J can flie euen where 
it pleaſeth me. Thus euer one ought to be content 
with that git which nature hath beſtpwed on him, 
without making anp vaine boaſt ther cok. 

Fable 13. ot the Hunter and 

the Tyger. 

Arre wozſe is the ſtroake of a tongue, than the 
| wound of a ſpeare, as appeareth by this p2eſent 
Fable: Ok a Hunter which with his arrowes 
hurt the wild beaſt in ſuch wiſe that none eſcaped 
him: to the which beaſts a Tygre fierce and hardy 
laid in this manner; Be not afraid ſo, foz A ſhall kepe 
you well. And as the Tygre came to che wed, the 
Hunter was hid within a baſh, and when he ſaw the 
9 Tygre pails before him, he ſhot at him an arrow 
and hit him in the thigh, whereof the Tpgre was 
greatly abaſhed, and weeping and ſo2e fighing, ſaid 
to the ether Beaſts, J wot not from whence this 
| commeth vnta me. And when the For ſaw him ſo 

greatly abaſhed, all laughing he ſaid bntohim, Ba, 
| ha Zygre, thou art wonderfull mighty and ſtrong. 
Then the CTygre ſaid ta him, Py ſkrength a uaileth 
me not at this time foꝛ none map kepehimſelfe from 
treaſon, And therefoze ſome ſecret is here which 
J knew not befoze. Yet not withſtanding, this 1 
may well auouch, that aa. 

L 3 | | 
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that hurteth a man moꝛe than the arrow that is ſhot 
from an euill tongue. Foz when ſome perſon pꝛoffe⸗ 
reth o2 ſaithſome woꝛd in the fellowſhip of ſomeho⸗ 
neſt man of god life, all the fellowſhip ſuppoſeth that 
that which this euill tongue hath ſaid ; is true, albe⸗ 
it that it be not leaſing, But notwithſtanding the 


god man ſhall euer be wounded of the ſame arrow, 
which wound ſhall be vncurable. And if it were the 


Troake of aſpearc, it might be w a Surgion healed, 


becauſe that incontinent as the word is ſpoken, hee 
that ſaid it is no moe maſter of it. And foꝛ this cauſe Þ 


the ſtroake of the tongue is moſt dangerous and vn: 
curable. 


en / 
Fable xiii, of thc foure Oxen. 


En ought not to bꝛeake their faith with their 


god friend, no2 to leaue his fellowſhip, as it 
appeareth by this fable of forre Oxen which were 


all in a faire greene meadow. And becauſe that they | 
euer kept them together, none other beaſt durſt allatie | 


them, and alſo the Lion dzcaded then much. The 
which Lion on a day came to them, and by his de⸗ 


ceiveable woꝛds thought foꝛ to beguile them, and to 


take them the better, made them to be ſeperated each 
from other : and when they were ſeperated, the Lion 
went and toke one them, and when the Lton 


would haue ſtrangled him. the Dx ſaid vnto him, 
Golũp, her is a foole that beleeueth falſe and deceine- | 


able woꝛds, and leaucth the feligwſhip of his good 


friend; foz if we had bene euer together, thou hadſt 


not taken me: and therefoze he which is ſafe x ſtan⸗ 
deth well and ſure, ought to looke to hinſeife that 
| £0 
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he fall not thzough his owne folip. 

Ehle xv. of the Buſh and the Auber tree. 
J0- One fo his beantie ought to diſpzaiſe any other 
at Þ | V fo2 ſometime ſucha one as is faire,ſoone wareth 
6 | foule, and from high falleth-low, as it appear eth by 
be tois Fable, ofa faire tree which mocked and ſcozned 
v, auttle buſh, andſaid : Serſt thou not the faire beau⸗ 
be tie of me: With me men edifie and build faire houſes 
d, Þ palaces, caftels, galleies, and diuers other ſhips fog 
ee to ſaile on the ſea, thus he aduanced an p2ailed hum- 
ſe ſelſe. Then came there a Labourer with his axe fog 
to hew and ſmite him to the ground. And as the La⸗ 
bourer ſmote vpon the faire tree, the buſh ſaid, Cer⸗ 
tainely iy bꝛather, if thou wert as little as Jam, men 
| ſhould not hew ne ſmite thee to the ground. Where= 
ir foꝛe none ought to reioyce himſeife of his Wozlhip, 
it foꝛ he that is now in great honour and wozſhip, here⸗ 
e Þ Aitcr map fall into as great ſhame and diſhanoz. 


Fable. xvi. Of the Fiſher and the | 
little Fiſh, ö 


M En ought not to leaue the thing that is ſure 
| and certaine, in hope of the vecertaine, as to 

vs rehearſeth this Fable, of a fiſher which with 
his line toke a littie fiſh ; which ſatd to him, Pp 
friend J p2ay ther that thou wilt not put me to 
death, foz now J am tough to eat, but when J ſhall 
be greater 1f thou come hither, of me thou ſhalt haue v 
moze god, fo2 then J ſhall ſerue the a god while. 
And the fiſher ſaid, Sith that Jrdw haue thee, thou 
Walt not eſcape from me, fo2 great folly it were 
in me ta ſeeke thee here another time · Foz men map 
* 4 na 
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nat to let goe that whereby they be ſure, hoping tg 

haue afterward that which is vncertaine. 
Fable 17, of Phœbus, rhe auaricivus and 

the couetous Man. 

One ought to damage himſelfe,to rhe end he may 
hurt another the moze, as it appeareth by this 
fable of Tupiccr which ſent Phous into the earth, te 
haue all the knowledge of the thought of men. This 
Pliœbus chanced to miete with two men, cf the which 
one was enmtong, and the other right counetoug, 
Phœbus demanded of them what their thought was. 
Tle thinke, ſaid they fo demand of ther great gifts, 
To the which Pheehus anſwered, Demaund now what 


— 


pe will, foz all that ve wall aske me, I (hall grant it Þ 


vou; and of that which the firſt all aſke the ſecond 
hall haue double, o2 as much moe againe. And then 
the auaricfous ſaid, J will that my fellow aſke what 
he will firft : whercof the enttons was well content, 
and ſaid vnto Pho »us, Faire fir, J p2ay the that J 
map lſe one of mine cies. CAherefoze DH hu be: 
gan to laugh, and departeò againe to lupicer, and told 
him the great malice of the enuious, which was tay- 
full and glad of the harme and damage of another, 
and how he wagcontent to ſuiker paine, foz ta damage 


_ ſame other. 


Fable 18. of the theefe and the child 
that wept, 
E is a fole that putteth his gods in ieapardie 
to be loſt, in hope to get moꝛe : as appsareth by 
this Faube, of a thefe which found a child weping 
heflzos a Mell, of wham the thete demanded 1 
| e 
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he wept, And the childanſwered, J wepe becauſe F 
haue let fall into this well a Bucket of gold. And then 


the theefe, toke off his clothes, and laid them on the 


ground, and went downe into the Well: and when he 
was downe, the child toke his clothes and went away, 
leauing him in the Mell. Mherefoꝛe none ought to 
leaue that which be hath, in hope foz to get that which 
he hathnot and thoſe things neuer come to god, which 
are gotten by bad meanes. 


Fable 20. ofthe Lion and the Goat. 


Hat man is wiſe which can kerpe himſelfe from 

the wilp and falſe, as appeareth by this Fable: 
Pk a Lion which met with a Goate which was 
bpon a Bountaine : and when the Lion ſaw her, her 
ſald to her in this manner, foz to giue her occaſion 
to come downe from the hill, to the end that he might 
eate her. My ſiſter, why commeſt thou not hither in: 
to this faire greene meadow, foz to cat of theſe faire 
bearbes o2 graſſe - And the Goat anſwered him, 


Albeit that thor! ſayelt truth, pet neuertheleſle ith | 
thou ſpeakeſt it, neither fo: my god noz <>; 
but onelp that thou mighteſt eat and deuoure me, 1 4 


meane not to truſt thy faire ſpeœches:foʒ many times, 


IJ haue heard lap of my danune, Ye that is well, let 
him not ſeeke to amend himſelfe : amd he which is 
un a ſure place, is a fwle if he goe from it, and put 


himſelfe in danger and perill, in hope of better fozs 
tane, 


Fable 
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The xxi. Fable, of the Crow . õ 
which was a thirſt. 

Etter is wit than foꝛce, as rehearſeth this Fable, 
of a Crow which came to dꝛinke out of a bucket, 
and becauſe that the might not reach to the water, 
the filled the Bucket with (mall tones, inſomuch 
that the water came bpwards, whereof (ſhe did d2zinke 
at pleaſure. Thereby we vnderſtand, that wiſcoome 
is mo2e to be commendes than any wo2ldlp might, 
and by Sapience men map relil? great etull. 


The xxii, Fable, of the viflaine, and of the 
young Bull. | 

E which is of an cuill nature, (hail haue great 

paine to amendhis conditions, as appeareth by 
this fable, of a villaine which had a young, bull, the 
which he might not binde, becauſe that euer he (mote 
with his hoznes, whereſo:c the villaine cut eff his 
ho2nes. But when hee would haue bound him, the 
Bull calf his fœt from him, in ſuch wile that he luſte⸗ 
red no man to come nere him. And when the villaine 
pertceiued the malice of the Buli, he ſaid vnta hun, J 
thall chaſtiſe thee we'll enough, foꝛ I (yall put thee in⸗ 
to tha butchers hands: and then the Bull indecde was 
chaſtiſed. Thus ought men to doe with wicked and 
rebellious people, lu ich ins to all kinde 
of eu _ namely, to put them into the hangmans 
h: ands and to let him bee their butcher to rule thom, 
£0 rwiſe their accuſtamed conzittons will moze 
and nge ſpꝛead tothe coꝛrupting of better diſpoled 
zer? ens among wham they liue. 
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The xii. Fable, is of the Palmer 
and of the Satyre. 


En ought to beware of them which beare both 
fire and water, as rchearſeth this fable. Df a 
wilgrime which walked in the Winter thzom a 
great Foꝛreſt, and becauſe that the Snow had coue⸗ 
red all the wates, he wiſt not whither he went. A⸗ 
gainſt whom came a wodwoſe named Satpze, be⸗ 
— he ſaw him cold; which appꝛoached to the Pil⸗ 
grun, and brought him to his pit: and when the Pil⸗ 
grim ſaw him, he had great dzead, becauſe that a 
woodwole is a monſter like a man. And as this Sa⸗ 
tyze led this pilgrim into a pit, the Pilgrime did 
blow his hands fo2 to heate them, koz he was ſoze a⸗ 
cold and the woodwoſe gaue him hot water to dzinke, 
and when the Pilgrime would haue dzunke it, he be⸗ 
gan to blow it. And the woodwoſe demanded of 
him, why he did blow it. And the Pilgrime ſaid, J 
blow it to make it ſomewhat moze cold. The woods 
woſe then laid ta him, Thy fellowſhip is not god foz 
me, becauſe that thou beareſt both fire and water in 
thy mouth: Thereſoze god hence from my pit, and 
never returne againe : foꝛ the fellowſhip of the man 
which hath two tongues is naught. Wherefoze the 
man that is wiſe, ought to flie the fellowſhip of flatte- 
rers, foz by flattering and adulation, many haue biene 
deceiued. 
The xiii. Fable is of the Cx and 
of the Rat. 
L ꝛds ought to loue their ſubiects, fo2 h which 
is bated of his tenants and ſubisas, is not Loꝛd of 


his 
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his hands. As it appeareth by this pꝛeſen fable, of 
an Dre which ſometime was wit hin a ſtable, and ag 
the Dre on a time would faine haue fgept, a Katt 
came t bit him by the thighes, and as the Dre would 
haue ſmitten him, he ran awap into his hole. And 
then the Dr began to menace the Kat, and the Rat 
ſaid to him, J am not afraid of thee, albeit J am lit 
fle, A map impeach thee. And if thou art great, thank 
thy parents becauſe thereof and not thy relfe ; am 
therefoze the ſtrong ought not to diſpꝛaiſe the little, 
but to lone him, as the chiefe oꝛ head ought to loue his 
limmes : foz he that loueth not, oughtnor to be loued: 


and therefoze the Toꝛd inulT loue his ſnbiets, it᷑ of 
them he would be loued. 


Fable 24. of the Gooſe and 
her Lord. 


E that ſeeketh to get moꝛe than he ought, oft- 
times getteth nothing, as ſaith this fable, of a 
man which had a Gooſe that laid enerp dap an 


ogge of gold. The man, of conetouſnefſe commanded Þ 


Her that euery day ſhe ſhauld lay two egges. And ſhe 
ſaid to him, certainly my maſter I map not. Mhere⸗ 


foze the man was w2oth with her, and flew her: by 


meanes whereof he loſt his foꝛmer p2offit, and aftcr- 
ward wared very ſorrowfull : Yowveit it was not 
time to ſhut the fable doze when the hozſes be gone: 
and he is not wiſe which ouer raſhlp doth any thing 
wjereof he ſhall repent him afterward, noz he that 
hurteth himſelfe to be auenged on ſome other. Foz 
becauſe he ſuppoſed ts win all, he loſt all. 5 
G 4 
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Fable 25. of the old Ape and her 
two children. 


E that ſometimes the parents doth diſp2aiſe, 
4oftentunes p2ousth the beit child, as appeareth - 
by this Fable, of an Ape which had two childzen, 
of the wbich he hated the one and loued the other, and 
that ſhce loued ſher toke in her armes and fled bofoze 
the dogges. And when the other ſaw that his mother 
left him behinde, he ran and leapt on her backe, and 
by reaſon that the little Ape which ſhe held 1 — 
armes hindzed her flight, ſhee let it fall to the ground, 
and the other which the mother hated, held kaſt on 
her backe and was ſaved, the which from hencefozth 
killed and embzaced his mother, and ſhee thenbs* 
gangreatly to lone him. Wherefoze many times 
it hapneth, that thing which is diſpꝛaiſed and hated, 
is better than that thing which is loued and pzailed. 
And many times the childzen which be pzaiſed and 
loued, doe leſle good than they which be ng 


| tated. 


Fable 26. of the Winde and the * 15 


cart hen Pot. 


He man that anermuch exalteth himſelfe, Call 

be abaſed, as appeareth by this fable, of a Pot- 

ter which made a great pot of earth, which he ſet 
in the ſun, that it might be better dzy, and again 
this pot there came a great wind. And when the 
wind ſaw the Pot, he demanded, TUho art thou e 
and 
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and the Pot anſwered, J am a pot the beſt made that 
tan be found, and none may inpeach me. How ſaid 
the Mine - Thou art pet all ſot᷑t, ano haſt neither ver. 
tue ne foꝛce, and becauſe J know thy great p2ide, 3 
ſhall bzeake the in peeces, to the end that thou mailt 
haue knowledge of thy great pꝛide. Andtherefoze thc 
feeble ought to be mekc, and humble himſelfe, am 
ſhew obeiſance tohis Lo20, and not toexalt hunſelfe 
moꝛe than he ought, to the end that he be not abaſed 


Fable xxxii. of the Wolfe aud the 
; clic Lambe, 


F two euills men onaht ener fo eſchew the wort 
ita of them may be elchewed, as it appeareth 
by this fable, of a Wolfe which ran after a Lambe, 
the: which Lamble fed into the houſe whereas the 
{oates wecs; andwhen the wolte ſal that he might 
in na wiſe take the Lainbe, he ſaid to him by ſweets 
words, Leaue thy fellowſhip, and come with me inte 
cher ſtel ts; fo; if than cone nat, thou ſhalt bee taken 
with th em, and being taken, ſhalt be ſacrificed to their 
gods. And the Lambe anſwered to the Wolfe, IJ had 
rather to ized all nw bloud fo2 the loue of the gods, 
and to beſacrif * * than to be braten and de⸗ 
ugured of thx. Am therefoze he is full of wiſedome 
and pꝛudence, whos two great emlls, map eſcape the 
nate of both. \ 


Here end the Fables of Avian 
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Here collowerh the pleaſing F ables 1 3 
- of Alfonce. ict: 
The fir Fable net che sweden in cal 
- ;Sapic acc and loue. b f gun 
1 121 A. 
N Rabe o Lucane ſaid to his lone in 
{| this manner : ꝙy ſonne, beware that 
the Ant be no moze p2udent than thy 
ſeife, which gathereth and allembleti 


to haue in the winter, and beware that 
thou ſleep no longer than the Cocke doth, which wat | 
eq cheth and awaketh:rarly in the moming, and; that 
be be be not wiſer than thy ſeife, which ruleth and ga⸗ 
the nernath nine Hennes. But it (ufficeth that than 
the rule aud gauerne one well: and alſo that the dogge 

bit nat moze noble than. thy ſelfe, which fozgetteth 

not that good which is done to him, but ever he ne · 
meindzetheit Weiides, my ſonne, ſuppoſe it not a 
4 ſmalb matter to haue a good friend, but doubt not ta 
" | have a thauſand friends. And when Arabe wauln 
, dre; hoe demanded this queſtion ot his ſonne, fan: 
7 ing: Py ſonne, hav many good friends haſt thou : 
And the Donne anſwered his Father, andſaid, Gy 
father, I haue as I fuppoſe mau to be my friends. 
he Then ſaid his father, Account none ts be thy friends 
vnle ſſe thou haſt well afſaied and pꝛoued them be⸗ 
fo:e.- Foz J aſſure thee, J haue lined longer in thitz 
woꝛld than thou haſt, and pet J haue gotten ſcarce⸗ 
ly halte a Friend, wherefoze J marvell much how 
the 


re 
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thou haff gotten ſo many friends. And then the ron 
ſ&ing the admiration oz wonder of his Father, de⸗ 
manded of him, Pp father, J p2ay pou giue m4 
pour counſell , how J ſhall now aſſay mp F2iend. 
And his father ſaid to him, Goe thou and kill a Calfe, 
and put it in a ſacke all Hat and beare it to thy firſi 


Friend, and ſap to him) It is a man which thou haſt 
gaine, and deũre him fog the loue which he bcareth 
tothe, that he will keepe thy miſd&des ſecretly, am 
burie it, to the end that thou mayeſt be ſaued: this coun 
ſell hisſonne followed : to whom his friend ſaid, Ke! 
turne againe, foz within my houſe thou ſhalt not en- 
ter, If thou haue done euill, J will not beare the pe- 
nalty of it. And thus one after another he aſlaied all 
his friends, and every one of them anſwered hin as 
the firſt ; whereof he was greatly abaſhed, 4 returned 
againe to his father, and told him how hehadſpe? 
and his father ſaid, Pany be-friends in wow Yi 
fem in dedes, but 3 ſhall tell ther what thou halt dee 
Goe thou to iny halfe friend, 4 beate to him thy calke, 
and thou ſhalt heare what he will ſay to the. Mhen 
the ſonne came to the halfe friend of his Fafher, ha 
ſaid to him as he did to the other. And when the halfe 
friend vnberſtod the matter, he tooke him ſecrstly 
into his houſe, and ledde him into an obſcure place ko: 
to burte huis dead calle, whereby the Donne knew the 
truth of the halfe friends leue. Then the. ſonne of the 
Arabe turned againe to his Father, and told him all 
that his halfe friendhad done fo him. Then the Fa⸗ 
ther ſatd to his ( onne, that the Philoſopher ſaid, 
that the true friend is found) in extreame node : Then 
demanded the ſon ol his Father Saweſt thou yener a 

man 
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man which in his life time dis get a whole friend - 
And his father replied an) ſat, J neuer ſaw anp, 
but J haue heard of ſuch a on:: ano the ſonne an- 
te. twered, Py kathzr, I p2ay thee that thou wilt re⸗ 
"MW uealc it to me, to the end that by aduenture J map 
get ſu:h a one. Then the father ſaid vnto his ſonne 
'Wafter this mamner : Py ſonne, ſometime J haue 
th heard of two merchants which neuer beheld each 
other, the one was of Egypt, and the other af Bal- 
docke, but they had certaine knowledge each of gs 
cher by their Letters, which they weste friendly ons 
to the other. Jt ſo befell that the merchant of Bal- 
10 docke came into Heypt to cheapen ang buy ſame 
ware, whercof his friend was glad, and went to met 

him, and bꝛought hun louingly to his houſe. And after 
$i he had cheered and refreched him by the ſpace of four» 
tene dayes, the ſame merchant of Baldocke became 
e very cke, wyoreof his friend was rightly ſozrows 
I tull, and incontinent ſent for the beſt Phyſicions and 
Leaches that were in all Egypt, to recouer his health: 
and when the Phyſicions had ſcene and viſited him, 
ano well regarded his vzine, they laid that he had no 
bodily ſtckneſſe, but that he was rauiſhed with loue: 
and when his friend heard theſe woꝛds, he came vn⸗ 
to him, and ſaid, My friend, J p2ay the that thou 
hew me thy ſickne lle: then his friend ſaid to him, 1 
pay thee that thou wilt b2ing hither all the women 
and maidens that be in thy houſe, to ſce if ſhe that my 
heart molt deſireth bee among ſt them: And anon 
is friend bꝛought befo2c hun, both his owne daugh⸗ 
ters, and all his ſeruants, among whom was a 
Aire paung maiden which hee had nouriſhed foz his 

Þ 


pleaſurs? © 


176 5 The Fables of Alfonce 


pleaſure: nd when the ſicke man ſaw her, he ſapd 
to his friend, This ſame is the which may be the an 
ly cauſe of mp life oꝛ death: which his friend hea- 
ring, gaue ehr vnto him to be his wife, with all ſuch 
good as he had of hers, whom hee wedded, and re- 
turned vnto Baldocke, with great top. But within 
a while after, it foztunea fo that this Merchant of 
Egypc fell into great poverty, and to haus ſome con: 
ſolation oz comfo2t, hee twke his tourney towards 
Baldocke, and ſuppoſed to goe and ſee his friend, am 
euen about one of the clocke he arrived in the Citie: 
ana inſomuch as he was not well arrayed, hee was 
aibhamed by day light to goe into the houſe of his 
friend, but went and lodged bun within the Zemple 
nigh to his friends houſe It hapned then that on the h 
ſame night that be lay there, there was a man Caine 
bel ꝛe the gate of the fame Temple: wherefoze the h 
ne igubaurs were ſoze troubled, and the people mo⸗ 
ved therew t), went into the Tempe, where they 
found no body ſaue onelp the Egyptian, the which 
they toke, and demanded of hun whether her had 
ſlaie the man which lay dead befoꝛe the Poztall of 
the Temple Me then ſceing his miſ koꝛtune and po⸗ 
uartie, confeſſed he hav killed the man, foꝛ hecauſe of 
his evill chance, he would rather die than line: wher: 
upon hee was led befoze a Judge, and. was condem⸗ 
ned to be hanged. And as men lev him towards the 
gallowes, his friends {aw him ana knewhim,and bt 
gan. to weepe, remembzing the benefits that het 
had dong vnto hun : fo2thwiti; he went vnto the Ju 
£:ce, and ſaid; Pp Loz? this nan did not the mu 
ver. foz it was mp ſelfe tyat die it, ano therefoze von 


pub. 
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thould doe great ſünne, if you doe put this guiitiefſe 


a man to death. And anon hee was taken to be had tg 
a. the gallowes. Am the Egyptian ſatd, My 1037 
ach be dio it not, and thereloꝛe euill ſhould you dos to put 
re. bin to death. And as the two frienes would haue 
Jin beene hanged each foz other, he which had done the 
off mucther indeede, came and contclled there, openly 
n- tbe factand addꝛeſſed himſelſe befoze the Juſtice, and 
ro lapd, Py Lozd, none of them both haue done the 
d! deede, and therefoze punilh not theſe innocents, for 
e: 4 alone onght to beare the paine. Whereat the Jus 
as Tice greatly maruelled, and fo2 the doubt which ther « 


his in was great, the Juſtice tooke them all thꝛee, and 
led them befoze the Bing. And when they had re⸗ 
the hearſed to the King all the manner, after enquefE 
thereupon made, ano that he knew the truth of it, 
the he granted his grace to the murtherer, and ſo all the 
thzee were delivered. Then the friend brought his 


— friend to his houſe, and receiued dim topfully, m3 
ich after gaue unto him both ſiluer and gold, and the 


had Egyptian returne* againe fo his houſe, And when 

| of tie father had rehearſed all this, his ſonne ſaid to him, 

0 Mp father, J know well that he that map get a god 

ea kriend is happy, and with great labour J luppoſe 4 
hall finde luch anone. 


The ii. Fable is of money delivered 
to keepe. 


Spaniard arrived ſometims in the Land of G⸗ 
aypt, and becauſe that hee feared to be robbed 
paſſing thzough the deſart of Arabia, he tyought in 
hunkelke, that it were wiſely done to deliver hig mo⸗ 
„ nis 
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ney to ſome true man, to kœpe vntill his returne a: 


gaine. And becauſe that he had heard ſome ſap, that 


within the City was a true man, he went anon vn- 
to him, and toke to him his ſiluer foꝛ to keepe it. And 
when hee had done his vopage, hee came againe to 
him, and demanded of him his ſiluer: and her an- 
ſwered hun in thts manver : By friend, J know not 
who thou art, fo2 I ncuer ſaw thee befo2e that J wot 
of, and if thou ſapeſt oꝛ ſpeakeſt any moe wozds, J 
ſhall make the to be well beaten. Then was the 
Spantardſozrofull and wzoth, and thereof he made 


a complaint to his neighbours, and the neighbours Þ 
ſaid vato him, Certainly we be greatly abaſhedof Þ 


that pe tell vs,foz he is among vs all reputed and hol- 
den fo2 a god man and a true. and therefozeretnrne 
againe vnto him, and with faire wo2ds demand of 
him that he may render vnto thee thy coyne againe: 
the which thing he did. And the o'd man anſwzred 


him moꝛe tharply and moꝛe rigoꝛouſlp than he had 
done befoze, wherewith the Spaniard was wonder ⸗ 
fully wꝛoth: and as he departed out of the old mans | 
houſe, hee met with an old woman, the which de⸗ 

manded of him the cauſe why he was ſo troubled 


and heauie. And after he had told her the cauſe why, 


the old woman ſaid to him: Make god cheere, fo: 
if it he as thou ſapſt, 7 chall giue the counſell how 
thou ſhalt recouer thy ſiluer. Then he demanded of Þ 
her,how it might be done: he replied unto him, bing 


hither to me a man of thy Country whom then tru: 


ſtelt, and cauſe faire cheſts to be made, and fill them 


all with ſtones, and by thy fellowes thou ſhalt cauſe 
them to be bozne into his houſe, and to him they ſhall 
” (ap, 
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ſay that a merchant of Spaine ſent them vnto him foz 

to keepe ſurely: and when the cheſts ſhall be within 

his houſe, thou ſhalt go againe and demandof him thy 

ffluer.TUhich thing he did, and as the ſaid cheſts were 

bozne into his houſe, the Spamards went with them 
that bare them, and ſaid to the old man in this man- 

ner, Py friend, theſe foure cheſts be all full of gold, 

Muer,and pꝛecious ſtones, which we bzing to pou, as 
to the truſtieſt and faithfulleſt man that wo know, foz 
to kepe them ſurely, becauſe that we feare the therues 
that bee in the deſarf. After the which woꝛds ſaid, 
tame he which the old woman had counſelled, and de- 
manded of the old man his ſiluer. And becauſe that the 
old man feared that the Spaniard would haue diſ- 
pꝛaiſed him, he ſaid, Thou art welcome, J marugll 
why thou tarriedſt ſo long ere thou cameſt, and incon⸗ 
tinent hs reſtoꝛed to him his ſiluer: and thus by the 
caunſell of the old woman which he greatly thanked, 
he had his gods againe, and returned into his awne 
| countrey- 


The i ij. Fable ſpeaketh of che ſubtill innention 
of a ſenteiice, ginen vpon a darke 
and obſcure cauſe. 


a time it beſell, that a good man a Labourer 
DO died, leauing nothing to his ſon, but only a houſe, 
the which ſon lived by the labour of his hands very 
pozely. This poung man had g rich neighbour, which 
demanded of him ik he would ſell his houſe. But hee 
laid no, becauſe it was come to him be inheritance. 
Wherefoze the ſaid rich man his neighbour con» 
3 uerſad 
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verced oft with him to deceive him: but the young 
man fledhis compameas much as ho might. And the 
rich man perce:uing that the young man fled his com⸗ 
pany, he bethought hun of agreat deceit, and reque⸗ 
ſted of the poꝛe young man, that he would let fo him 
part of his houſe to delue and make a Celler, which 
he would hold of hun fo2 perely rent: and the poꝛe 
man let it him. And when the Celler was made, the 
rich man b2ought into it ten tuns of ople, of the 
which ue were full of cyle, and the other fire were 
but halfe full : and he made a great pit i the earth, 
and put the fine tuns that were halle full in it, and 
the other, fine bpon them; and thut the doꝛc of the 
Coficr, and deliuered vp the key to the poze poung 
man, and caueſted hun fraudulently to kiepe well 
his ople : but ths poꝛe young man know not the ma⸗ 
lice and falſhj pd of his nefgi;Lour, Wherc foꝛe he was 
content to kepe the key. And within a wohne after, as 
the oyle became deare, the rich man came to the poꝛe 
man, and aſhes of him his gods, and the yoring man 
gaue him tye key. This rich man ſoid to the mer⸗ 
chants his ople, and warranted each tan full. And 
when the merchants meaſured the ople, they for nd 
but fiue of ti;e ten tuns full, wh reof the rich man de⸗ 
manded of the poze voung men reffiinition, And fo? 
to haue his houle, ge mabe hun come bloꝛe the Judge. 
Ano ſo when the poe man was come befoze the 
Judge, he druiinded time and ſpace io; to anſ wer, foz 
he thought that he hed kept well and truly the ople : 
and the Judge granted hum a day. And then went he 
to a Pinioropher which was Pe curatoꝛ foꝛ te pwe 
people, and pꝛaped him fo? charitie that pee would 
giue 
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give to him good counſell at his need. And he re hear 
led and told vnto him all his caſe, and ſwoze vpon 


the holy Euangeliſt that hee tooke none of the rich 


mans ople And then the Philoſopher anſwered 
to him in this manner, &pſon haue no feare, fr2 


the truth map not faile: and the next mozrow ak⸗ 
ter the Puiloſopher went with the pooze man bes 


koꝛe the Judgement ſeat, and the fame Philoſopher 
was conſtituted by the Ying fo2 to atue the iuſt ſen⸗ 


| tence ofit. And after that the cauſe had beene well 


defended, and pleaded of both parties, the Philoſo⸗ 
pher ſaid, Zhisſame rich man is of good renowne, 


g and J ſuppoſe not that he demanded mo2e than hee 
ſhould haue. Alſo J beleeue not that this pooze man 
ls guiltie of the blame which heputteth vpon him: but 


notwithſtanding, fo2 to know toe truth of it, J 02+ 
daine and giue this ſentence, that the oyle pure and 
cleane of the fine tuns which are full bee meaſured, 
and allo the Lees thereof, and after that the pure 
and cleane ople of the five tuns which vee but halte 
full, bee alſo meaſured, with the Lees thereof, and 
then locke ik the Lees of the fine tuns but halfe 
full, bee equall fo the Lees of the other five tuns 
which were wholly full; and if it be ſo by meaſuring 
trulp, that lefſe bee found within theſe vellels which 
be but halte full, than in the other, it (hall be the ceny 
ſuffictently pꝛoued, that no oyle hath beene tanen 


aut of them: but if tiere be found ag much Lees in 


the one as in the other, the pooꝛe man (hall be cons 
demned. And of this ſentence the pooꝛe poung man 
was well content, and by meaſuring as afogeſaid the 
troth was knowne ; Wwherefo2s the poore man wag 

P 4 quit 


| 


182 The Fables of Alphoace, 


quit, and the rich man was conden med and his great 
malice and falſhod knowne, fo2 there is no ſing; 
mildeed done, but that once it ſhall be mamtfeſted, 
Fable iv. ot he ſentence giuen vpon the money 
which was tound, 


Uich man ſometime went by a Citp, and as he 
walked fron one ſide to another, a great purſe Þ 


tell from hum wherein were a tyouſand crownes, 
the which a poꝛe man found, and tobe them to his 
wife to tivepe, whereof ſuce was ſull glad, and laid: 


thantzed be Cod fo: all his godneſſe which he ſendeth Þ 


to vs, if he ſene now the great ſumime, kœpe it well, 


And vpen the mezrow altez, the rich man made to Þ 
be cryed thozow tie Citie, that whoſoever had found 
a thouſand crovmcs in a purſe. he thould re ſtoꝛe them 


to hum againc, and that he luculd haue fo2 his reward 
a hund zed of them. And when tits poꝛe man heard 
the cry, be tame incentinent to his wife, and laid to 
her, Þp wife, that which we haue ſound muſt be re⸗ 
f02cd againe. ſoꝛ it is fart bitter to haue a hundʒed 
crowncs withcut ſin, than a thouſand w2ongfully : 


and thcngh that the weman wenld haue rclilfed, | 
pet in the end liz was content. Ind thus the poze 


man re ſtoꝛed thetyorſard crowncs to the rich man, 


and demanded of hun his hundꝛed crownes: But 


the rich man fuil ok ta iſhood ſaid fo the pcoze man, 
thou rendzeſt nit to me wy gold which thou didit 
find, fo2 of it lacke foure hi ndꝛed peeces of gold, 
and when teu thait bzing me again the ſame foure 
tumdzes poccs ot gold, theu (halt baue of me the 
brnd2ed crownes which J penned thee. The po;e 

man anſwered, 3. haue bꝛought ther all that Jhaue 
4. _ 


F 


„% % „ r ee , K K 0 


The Fables of Alſonte. 183 


ſai'nd, wherefoze they fell into great ſtriſe, inſomuch 
that the cauſe was bꝛought befo2e the King to bee 
decided. Mherckoze the Ping called befoze him a 
great Philoſopher, which was Pꝛoturatoz foz the 
people. And when the cauſe was well diſputed, the 
he Philoſopher moued with pitty, called the poze man 
ſe and ſaid vnto him, Come hither my friend, Ey thy 
s, Þ faith haſt thon rcſtozed all tte money which thou 
ts Þ foundeſt in the purſe 2 And the poꝛe man anſwered, 
: Þ pca fir by my faith. Then the Philoſopher ſaid befoze 
th the aſſiſtance: Sith this rich man is true and faiths 
. full, and that it is not to be thorght that he would de- 

mand moꝛe than he ought to lane: and on the other 
part men muſt bela ue that this poze man is knowne 
m loꝛ an honeſt and true man: therefo:e this is my ſen- 
d Þ tence, That thou fir King take the thouſand crownes, 
d e that thou giue a hundzed of them to this poze man 
which found them, and after, when he that hath loff 
„them ſhall come, thou ſhalt reſtoꝛe them to him: and 
dit it happen that another find the thouſand foure hun⸗ 

dꝛed crowncs, they ſhalt be rendzed againe unto this 
good man which is here pꝛeĩent, which ſaith that he 
hath loſt them. The which ſertcnce was agreeable : 
pleaũng to all the company. And when the rich man 
ſaw that he was dereiued L, his owne folly,he defired 
merty and q rate of the Eing, ſaping: Sit, this pore 
man that hath loi nd m purſe, hath trulp reſtoꝛed to 
me all that J ought to haue, but certainly J would 
haue deccived him; wherefoze J pꝛap thee that thou 
wilt take pittie on me. And then the King had mercy 
ont im, and the pw2e man wag well conte nted & paid, 


and all the malice of the rich man was knowne. * 
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The fifth Fable is of che faith of three 


fellowes. 


$ - it hapneth,that the cuill which is pꝛocured to 
vther,commeth vnto him which pꝛocureth it, ag 
it appeareth by thꝛe fellowes, of the which twaine 


were Burgeſles, and the thirda Labourer ths which 


being afſuined together foꝛ to goe to the holy Sepul⸗ 
cher, theſe thꝛæ fellowes made great pꝛouiſion of 
floure foꝛ their pilgi image, inſuch wiſe that it was 
all conſumed, except only fog ts make one loafe. And 
when the Eurgelſesſaw the end of their floure, they 
ſaid, Il we find not ſome meanes fo2 to beguile this 
villaine, becauſe that he is a right great eater, wes 
ſhall ſurely die fo2 hunger ; wherefoꝛe we muſt deviſe 
a wap that wee map have the Loafe, which ſhall bee 
made of all our floure. And therefoꝛe thep concluded 
together, and ſaid, When the Loate fhall be put into 
the oucn, we ſhall goe end lap vs downe to fliepe,and 
he that ſhall dzcome beſt, the loafe ſhall be his. And 
hetauſe that we both ve ſubtill and wiſe, he ſhall not 
dꝛeame ſo well ag we hall, wherefoze the loafe ſhall 
br ors; whereof all thꝛee were well content, and all 
began to ſlæpe. Wut whe; the labourer perceiued all 
their Teccit, and ſaw tha: his fellowes were a ſleepe, 
be went and dꝛew the loaſe out of the ouen, ate it, # 
after he fatned! imſelfe to be all pe: then ene of the 
Burges roſe vp, and ſaid lo his feliowes, I haue dzea- 
med a wonder full dꝛea e, foꝛ two Angels haue taken 
# boꝛne me with great top veſo2e the diuine Maie ſtie. 
And tze other Burgelle awoke, and ſaid, thy dꝛeame 

is 
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is wonderkull, but 3 ſuppoſe that mine is farre fairer 
than thine is: fo2 4 dꝛoemed that two Angels dzew 
me on Hacd round, ſoꝛ to lead me into heil. Ard alter 
they vii au alie the villaine, which as dzead full ſaid, 
who ic here:? and they aniwered, We be thy fellowss. 
And he laid to thei ,how be ye ſo ſcene refurned :? and 
tihey ſatd, we departed not pct frem hence. And hee 
ſaid to them, by wy faith J dꝛeamed that the Angels 
had leo on oi pou intoheauen,and the other into hell. 
Whereſo2e 1 ſuppoſed that pou ſhould never haue 
tome againe, and therefoze J aroſs vp from ſleepe, t 
becauſe J was an hungry,  r2cw the loafe out of the 
ouen and ate it · Ttus ot it hapneth, that he which 
ſuppoſeth to beguile another, is begriled humſellfe. 
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The xj. Fable is of the Labourer and 
and Nightingale, 


\Þerc was ſometime a Latourer which had a 
garden that was very pleaſant, into the which 

he oft went fo2 his diſpozt and pleaſure, and ere dap 
at even, when he was wear ie, and had trauailedſſoze, 
fo2 to take his recreation, he cntres into his garden, 
and et himſelfe downs under atree, wherr he heard 
the long of the Nightingale. And foꝛ the great plea⸗ 
ſte and ioy Which he tooke thereof, he lought, and at 
the laſt lound the meoncs to take the Pightingale, 
to the end that her might haue greater ioy and pleas« 
ſure of her att rward. And woe n ſhe was taken, ſhe 
demanded of the Laborrer, Wihereto2e haſt thon 
taken ſo great paine to take me: fo2 well thou wots 
teſt thou mayR hare no great pꝛe fit by me. And the 
Labourer 
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Labourer anſwered thus to the Nightingale, foz to 
heare the ſing J haue taken ther, and the Nightin: 
gale anſwered, Certainly, in vaine thou haſt la. 
boured, foꝛ no god wili J ſing while J am in p2iſon, 
Then the Kabourer anſwered, if thou fingeſt not 
well, J chall eat the. And then the Nightingale 
ſaid, If thou put me within a pot foz to be ſodden, 
little meat ſhalt thou haue of my bodie : and if thon 
ſetteſt me to be roſted, there ſhall be leſſe, and there: 


foꝛe bopled noz roſted thou ſhalt not fill thy belly of F 


me; but if thou let me flie J ſhall doe thee great god: 
fo: thꝛe things A ſhall teach the, which thou ſhalt 


lone better than thꝛe fat Mine. Then the Labourer F 


let the Nightingale flte. And when ſhee was out of 


his hands and that ſhee was vpona tree, ſheeſaid to 
the Labourcr, Py friend, J haue pꝛomiſed thee that 
I hall teach thee thꝛee things, whereof the firſt is 


this, that thou belceuc nott ing which is impolſible: 
the ſecond is, that thou keepe well that is thine: and 


the third is, that thou take no ſozrow fo2 the thing 


loſt, which may not be recoucred. And ſoone after the 


Nightingale began to ſing, and in her ſong laid thus: 
Bleſſed bee Cod which hath delivered mee out of the F 
hands of this viliaine oz churle, which hath not 
knownc, ſcene no2 touched the pꝛecious Diamond 


which J Lane within mp bellie: fo2 if he had found it 


he had beene right rich, and from his hands J had not 
eſcaped. And the Labourer which heard her long, 
began to complaine and to make greatſozrow, and 

- after ſatd, J am unhappie that J haue loft ſo faire a 


treaſure. And the Nightingale ſaid to the Labou- 
rer. Now know 3 well that thou art a foole, fo2 — 
take 
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takeſt ariefe foꝛ that which thou ſhouldeſt haue none: 
and ſone thou baſt fo2gotten my doctrine, becauſe 
thou ſuppoſeſt that in my belly there ſhould be a pꝛe- 
cious ſtone, moꝛe heauie than J am, and A told and 
haue taught to ther, thou ſhouldeſt neuer belteue that 
thing which is vnpolſible: and if that tone were 
thine, why haſt thou loſt tt - 4 if thou haſt loſt it, and 
canſt not recouerit, why takeſt thou ſozrow foz it: 
Cheretoꝛe it is vaine to chaſtiſe oꝛ teach a fole, that 
will neuer belceue the doctrine and inſtruction that 
is taught him. 
Fable vij. of the Rhetorician and the 
crooke-backed. 


A Philoſopher ſaid once vnto his ſon, that when 


he were fallen by chance ints ſome dannnage oz 


| perill, as ſone as hie might hee ſhould deliver him 
>. out of it, to the end that afterward he ſhould bee no 


moze vered therewith, as it appeareth by this fable. 
Df a certaine Rhetozician, which once demanded 
of a ing, that all of them which ſhonld enter into 
the City, hauing ſome kind of fault in their bodies, 
as croked oz counterfeited, he might haue of them 
at the entry of the gate a penny . The which requeſt 
the King granted, and made his letters to be ſealed, 
and w2itten vnder his Signet. And he kept them fill 
at the gate, and of euerp one that was lame, ſcabbed, 
oz had anp defozumtp on their bodies, he toke a pen⸗ 
ny. It hapned on a day, that among the reſt a crok⸗ 
backed and defo2mod man would have entred with ⸗ 
in the City, without gining any penny, and did put 
vpon his backe a faire Mantle, and afterward came 
to the gate. And when the Pozter beheld him, hee 
perceiued 
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perceiued that hes was goggle eped, and \ uid by 
him: Pay me mp due. Andthe goggle eped wont 
pay hun nothing, wherefoze hee twke from bum hu 
mantle : and when he ſaw that he was crokebacked, 
he laid vnto hum, Thou woul de ſt not befoze pay mea 
penny but now thou ſha!t pay me twaine. And ag 
they ſtriued together, hes hat fcll off of his head, x the 
Poꝛter which ſaw his ſcabbed head, ſaw vnto him, 


Now ſhalt thou pay th:& pence vnt. me. And then 


the Poꝛter pet againe ſet h's hands vpon him, and 


felt that his body was all ſcayzed. And as they were 


thus wꝛeſtling together, the crokebackeo fell to the 


ground, an2hurt himſelſe {oze vpon the legges- Amd 
then the Poꝛter laid vnta him, thou ſhalt pap me fit 


pence, foꝛ thy body is all conatecfeited. Wherefoze 
thou ſhalt leaue here thy mantle : and if than hadſt 
paids a penny at the firſt, thou hadit gone on thy 
wap fre and quiet, without any furtyer moleſtation. 
Therefoze he is wiſe that payety that he oweth, to the 
end t jat thereof come not to him greater damage. 


The ſcuenth Fable maketh mention 
ot a D. Ciple aud a ſhieepe. 


Here was ſamctiine a Diſciple which toke his 


T pleaſure to rehearſe and tell many Fables. The. 
Diſciple pꝛayed his maſter to tell him a long fable: 
the Palter aniwered, Beware it happen not vutg 


vs as it appeareth by this pꝛeſent Fable, of a Bing 


and of his Fabulatoz. And the Diſcapis laid to his | 


Maſter ; J p2ap tie tell me hom it befell. And the 
Palker ſata bnto his diiciple, There was ſometime 
a Riagithat had a fabulatoz, which rehearſed vnte 

him 
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him oft times when he would depe, five Fables, to 
retopce oʒ make the King merry, and to make him 
fall aſlgpe. But it hapned on a dap, that the King 
ed, W being heaup and ſad, could in no wiſe fall aſleepe. 
ca W And after the ſaid Fabulato2 had rehearſed his ue 
as Fables, the Bing deſired to heare moze. And then 
the the laid Fabulatoz rehearſed vato him thze ſhozt 
m, Fables. And then the King ſaid vnto him that he 
en would heare one moze longer, amd then ſhall A flœpe. 
an | And the Fabulatoz then rehearſed vn o him ſuch a 
rt Fable as here ſhall be ſhewed, of a rich man that 
he went to market o2 faire to bup Shrepe, and which 
man bought athouſand Sheeps. And as he was re⸗ 
vs BY turning from the faire, he came to a Riuer; and be⸗ 
2e BY cauſe of the great water he could not po ſſe ouer the 
dt baidge: neuerthelelle, he went lo long to and fro on 
by the 1ivage of the ſaid River, that at laſt he found 
n. a narrow way, vpon the which might paſſe ſcant 
he thꝛes ſheeps at once; and thus he palled and had them 
oner one after another. And hitherto rehearſed of 
t. is fable, the Fabulatoz fell al pe: and anone afs 
ter the Bing awoke the Fabulatoz, and ſaid:to him 
i thus: J pꝛap thee that thou wilt make an end or 
the Fable which thou haſt begunne to tell me, and 
be the Fabulatoꝛ anſwered him in this manner: Sir, 
e: the Kiver is great 4 the ſhep are little; Wherefoze 
9 let the Merchant d2iue ouer his theepe, and after 3 
ng ſhall make an end of my Fable. And then was ths 
Bing pacified. And therefo2e be thou content with 
that J haue rehearſed vnto thee, fo2 thers be people 
ſo curious inſpeech, that they cannot be contented 
withfew wozds 1 * 
C- 


— 
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Fable niath, of che Wolfe, the Fox, and 
the Cheeſe. 

Here was ſometime a Labourer, which could 

not rule his Dren, becauſe they ſmate with 
their feet: wherefoze the Lavourer ſaid to them, 3 
p2ay God the Wolfe map deuoure pou vp all. Theſe 
woꝛds when the TUolfe had heard, hee hid himſelfe 
niere there abaut, an? then came to cat them. And 
when night wis cone, the Labonrer vnbound his 
Drxen, an? let them goe into his houſe. A id when 
the walfe ſaw the Labourer com ning towards him, 
he ſatd, O thou Lavourer, many times in the day 
thou didſt giue me thy Dren, and therefoze kept 
thy pꝛomiſe. Then the Labourer ſaioto the Molke, 
J pꝛomiſed thee naught at all. And ths Wolfe laid, 
I hall not let the paſſe vntill thou performe thy p20: 
miſe. And as they thus ſtroue and contended both 
together, thy committed tha cauſe to be pleaded be 
fo:ea Judge: and as thep went to ſceke a Judge, they 
met a For, to whoin thep declared the cauſe of their 
rife. Denſaia the For vnto them, J (all giue on 
pour cauſe a god ſentence ; but J muſt ſpeake with 
each of vou apart, and they were content, and the 
For ſaid vnto the Labourer, Thou ſhalt giue me a 
god fat hen, and another to mp wife, and J ſhall 
make it fo, that thou and all thine Dren ſhall go frea- 
ip to thine hauſe. Mere with the Labourer was well 
content, and after the For ſaid to the Molfe, J haue 
wel! laboured fo? thœ, foꝛ the Labourer ſhall gine vn: 
to thee agreat Cheeſe, and let him goe home wity his 
Oxen, and the Molſe was well content. And after 
the Far ſaid vnto the Molfe; Come thoa with me, 
| 0 and 
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and J ſhall leade ther where the cheeſe is: and them 
he led him to and fro here and there, votill ſuchting % 
15 that the moone did ſhine full bzightly, and when thep 
it came to a Well, the Fox leapt upon it, and ſhewed 
5 vnto the Molke the ſhadobo of the Pone, which re- 
ſe luced in the Well, and ſaid to him, Looke now goſs 
fe ſip how that cheeſe is faire, great and bzoad : halls 
thec therfoze and go downe, and take the fairs cheeſe. 
Chen the Wolfs laid to the Fox, Thou muſt be the 
— firſt of both that ſhall goe dawne, and if thou maieſt, 
not bzing it up with thee, becauſe of the greatneſſe F 
* then ſhall come to helpe the ; andthe For was con⸗ 
It tent becauſe there was a couple of buckets, of the 
e, Which one went downe and the other came up and 
the For entred into one of the buckets anddeſcendey 
- into the Mell, and being downe, he called vato the 
th Molfe, ſaping : Goſſip come hither and helpe, fog 
the Cheeſe is ſo bigge that J cannot beare it. Then 
nf the Molfe being afraiv that the Fox would tat the 
Cheeſe, entred yaſfily ints the other bucket, and as 
faſt as the Wolfe went downe, the For came up: 
and when the Wolfe perteiued the Fox comming, he 
* * ſaid vnto him: My Goſſip, pe goe hence ; Thou ſaiſt 
* true, ſaid the Fox, fo; thus it is with the wozld, as 
if one commeth downe, the other geeth up. Thus the 
= for thzough his ſubtilty departed, and left the wolfe 
in the Mell: (o loſt the Wolfe both the Oxen and the 
Theeſs. It is not god therefoze to leaue that which 
, is certaine, foz that which is vncertaine: foz many 
be in like ſozt deceined by the falſhod and deceit of 
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The tenth Fable is of the husband, the 


morher, and the wite. 

T Here was a merchant that marrieda poung wo⸗ 

man which had her mother pet aliue. Jt hapened 
that this merchant went once into a far Countrey 
foz to buyſome ware: and as he was going, he tok 
bis wife vnto his mother, to kerp and rule her honeſt: 
ly till he came againe. Mis wife then by the conſent 
of her mother, enamoured her ſelfe on a faire young 
man, which gaue her mony to buy god cheere. And ag 
they thꝛe made merry the husband came again from 
the fatce, and knockt at the dooꝛe, whereat they were 
abaſhed. Then ſaid the Mother vnto them, Feare 
not, but doe as J ſhall tell pou, and care not: then 
ſatd ſhe to the young man, take this ſwozd and goe to 
the gate, and beware pou ſay no woꝛd to him, but let 
me alone: and as the huſband would haue entred into 
the houſe , lceing the poung man holding a naked 
ſwozd, he was greatly affraid : and then the mother 
ſaid to hun; Pp fonne, thou art welcome, be not a- 
raid of this man, foꝛ thꝛee ran aftcr him fo2 to hane 
Qrinchim, and by chance he found the doꝛe open, and 
this is the cauſe why he came hither to ſane his life, 
Chen the huſband ſaid fo them, Ve haue done well, 
and I con vou great thanke. Thus went the poung 
man his wap ſafely by the ſubtilty of the mother and 
the daughter: to the which truſt not thy ſelfe, if thou 


be wiſe. 
| Fable xi. of an harlot or bawde. 
Here was ſometime a Gentleman which had 
a chaft wife, and wonderſull faize, this gentle- 


man would haue gone pn pilgrimage to Nome, — 
le 
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ett his wife at home, becanfs that he knew her faz s 
god and chaſte woman: Jt hapned on a dap as ſhẽ 


went iftto the towne, that a faire young man was 
enamoured on her, and tooke an himhardineſle, and 
required her of loue, and pzomiſed her very man 
faire gifts. But ſhe was god, and had rather die, than 
conſent thereto: wherefoze the pong man almoſt died 
fo: ſoꝛrow, to the which fellow came an old woman 
that demaunded of him the cauſe of his ſickeneſſe. 
And the poung man dil couered vnto her all the maf« 
ter, aſking helpe and counſell of her. And the old wo 
man being wity and malttious, ſaid vnto him: Be of 
god courage, and feate not, foz 4 ſhall ſo bring a; 
bout this feat, that thou ſhalt haue thy will fulfilled. 
And aftez this, the old baude went home vnto her 
owne houſe, and made a Cat which ſhe had at home 
ta faſt thre daies one after another, ⁊ after that ſhe 
toke ſome bread, with a gzeat quantity of muſtard 
bpon it, and gane the ſame vnto her Cat foꝛ to eat. 
And when the Cat (melted it, ſhe began foꝛ to lupe 
ald cry. And the old woman, went vnto the houſe of 
the poung woman, and bare her little Cat with her, 
the which god and young woman, roceiued and wel ⸗ 
tommed her berp hene ſtly, becauſe that all the tolone 
held her fo2 a godly woman: and as they were talk ⸗ 
ing tagether, the poung woman had pitty of the Cat 
which wept, and demanded of the old woman what 
the Cat apled. And the old woman ſaid to her, Ba 
np faire daughter, renue not my ſozrow ; and ſaying 
theſe woꝛds ſhe began to wrepe, and ſaid, ꝙ friend, 
f92 no god will A tell thee the cauſe whp mp cat wee ⸗ 
peth ; and the young woman ſaid, Py good mother: 
22 
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Ip2ay pou that pou will tell me the cauſe wherefozg. 
pour Cat wreepeth. Andthe old woman ſaid to her, 
My friend, will, if thou wilt ſweare that thou ſhale 
neuer rehearſe it to any body. To the which pzomiſe 
the god and true young Woman accoꝛded her ſelfe, 
ſuppoſing that it had bæ ne all god, and ſaid, I will. 
And then the old Woman ſaid ta her in this maner, 
y friend, the ſame Cat which thou ſceſt pander, 
wag my daughter, which was wonderfull faire, gra⸗ 
ctovg and chaſte, which a young man loued much, and 
becauſe ſhe refuſed hun, he died foz laue; wherefoze 
the gods hauing pitty on him, haue turned my daugh: 
ter to this Cat. And the voung woman, ſuppoſing 
that her old mother had ſaid truth, ſaid to her in this 
manner. Alas my faire mother, J wot not what z 
Mall doe, fo2 ſuch a caſe may well happen to me. Fg 
in this towne is a voung man which almoſt dped fo; 
the loue of me. But foz the loue of wp Yugband, to 
i whom 4 ought to kepe mp ſelfc chaſte, J haue not 
15 granted to him, neuertheleſſe, J (hall doe that chat 
"4 | thou thalt counſell me. And the old woman faid to 
* her, Mp friend, haue pitty on him ſo ſone as thay 
15 maieſt, leſt it befall to thee as it did to mp daughter. 
Che poung woinan then anſwered to her, and ſaid, 
If he require we anp moꝛe, J ſhall acco2d with him, 
and if hee require me no moꝛe, pet will J p2oferre 
my ſcife to him and to the end J offend not the gods, 
A ſhall accomplich it as (wne as J may. The old wo⸗ 
min then tooke leaue of her, and went to the young 
ſ man, and rei earſed ta him all theſe tydings, whereof 
{ bis heart was ioylull, and anon he went to the young 
. goman, and with her fulfilled his defire. Thus 
* may 
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may ſe, what euils may be done by bawdes, where 


foze 4 would to God they were all burnt. 


The xii. Fable is ef a blind man and 
his Wife. 

Here was ſometime a blinde man which had a 
faire wife, of whom he was tealous, wherefore 
he kept her lo that che might goe no where, loꝛ euer 
he held her by the hand. In the end, ſhe was ena⸗ 
mourod of a poung youth, but they could not finde 
the meanes to fulfill their will not withſtand ing the 
Woman which was ſubtile and ingenious, counſel· 
led her friend that he ſhould come to ber honſe, and 
that he ſhould enter into the garden and chime bp in 
to a tree: hee did as ſhee bad him, and hauing made 
heir enterp2iſe, the Woman came againe into her 
houſe and ſaid vnto her huſband, Pp friend, I be⸗ 
ſ#ch pou that vou will goe into the garden foꝛz to di⸗ 
ſpozt vs a while there. And the blind man was con; 
tent, and ſafy to his wife, Wellmy friend, Jam cons 
tent, let vs goe thither : and as they were vnder the 
Pearetre, theſaid to her Huſband, Þy friend, 1 
pꝛay ther let me goe vp into the tree, and J will gas 
ther for vs both ſome faire Peares. Well my friend 
ſatdthe blind man doe ſo: and when the was upon 
the tree, the began to ſhake the Peare tr at one 
ſide, and the young man at the other ſide : and 
the blind man heezd the Peare tre ſhake thus h 
and the norſe they made, he ſaid, Ah ill woman, 
I te the not, Nenerthelelle 7 kerle and under ſtand 
ther hut J heartily beſtech the gods to ſend mem 

ſight agame : and as fone as he had W 
3 er 
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er, Iupiter reſtored to him his ght. TUhen he fab 
that pageant vpon the tre, he ſaid to her, Ah vnhay- 
py Woman, J hall neuer haue toy with thee. And 
fo2 that the young woman was ready in ſpeech, and 
bery ſubtill withall, ſhe replyed preſently in this ma⸗ 
ner, Py Friend, thou art beholding to mee foꝛ thy 
ſight, foz 4 neuer ceaſed dap no2 night to pꝛap unto 
the gods, that they would render vito thee thy fight, 
Wherefoze the goddeſſe Venus viſibly ſhewed her · 
ſelſe to me, and laid, That 1f J would doe ſome pleas 
ſure to this ſaid young man ſhe would reſtoꝛe to thee 
thy ſight: and thus em A the cauſe of it. Then the 
god man ſaid to her, Py right deare wifg and good 
friend, Itry the mercy, and thanke thee greatly, fozf! 
thou halt done right to mec, and J great wrong taf 
the. 
Fable xiii. afthe Taylor, the ſteward, 
and his ſeruantss 
An ought not to doe vnto others, that which 
he would not haue done vnto himſelfe, as it 
appeareth by this pꝛeſent fable, of a ſteward which 
had a Taploꝛ, which wag a good wozkeman, as a: 
np was in thoſe cayes, which Taploz had many 
ſeruants. whereof one was called Nedius, that ſur: 
mounted all the other in ſhaping oz ſowing ; where: 
fo:zt the Steward commanded his kberuants, that 
the ſapd tayloꝛ ſhould alwaies fare well when they 
were at his houcc, and eat and dꝛinke of the beſt. Jt 
hapned on a day that the Þtcward gaue vnto them 
pery delicicrs meat, in which was ſome honp, and 
becauſe that Mcdius was not there, the Steward 
ſaid to the reſt, that they ſhe ud kerpe ſome of that 
meat 
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meate fo2 him. Then the maker taploz anſwered, 
he mult haue none, foꝛ if he wers here, he would not 
eat ok it, oz he did neuer lone honey. And as they 
had done, Medius came, and demanded of his fel- 
lowes, Why kept pe no part of this meat foꝛ mee ? 
Then the Steward anſwered, Becauſe that thy ma 
ſter ſaid, Thou neuer didit eat any honey, and there · 
foꝛe no part of the meat was kept foꝛ thee And Me- 
dius anſwered neuer a woꝛd, but beganne to thinke 
how bee might quit his maſttr. Upon a day as 
Mecdius was alone, the Steward demanded of him, 
if he knew no man that could woꝛke ſo well as his 
maſter - And Mcdius ſaid nap, and that it was great 
pittte ofa fickneile that he had. Then the Steward 
demanded what ſickneſſe it was? and Mediùs an- 
ſwered, Pp Lozd, when he is entred into hig kren⸗ 
zie 02 woodneſſe, there connmneth vpon rage. 
And how hall J know it, ſaid the bart: Cor⸗ 
tainly,mp LZo2TFaid Meaus hen yte hall ite that 
he ſhall ſit at his wozke, and that he ſhall-lodke here 
and there, and thall ſmite vpon the hoꝛd with his fifk, 
then may ye know that dis Gctmelle commeth vpon 
him. And then, without ys kake him and binde him, 
and alſo beat him well, he ſhall doe great harme and 
damage. Aud the ſle ward laid to him, Cars not there 
foze, my ſriend toꝛ well halt beware of him. And 
the next. moꝛning the eward came to ſe the Tay: 
lo:s. And then Mcdius3/which knew well ehe cauſe 


of his tomming, toteAway-fecretly his aſters 
het tes and hie them, aud mon his Paket began 
to lake o them : ſtarched ali about hers aud chers, 
D ag 
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Pater Steward hegents loke on his manners, and 
ſuddaineiy made him ta be taken and holden by his 
ſeruants, and after made him to be bound and well 
beaten, Then was the Pafter Taploꝛ all abaſbed 
and demanded of him, Þy Low, Wherefoze doe pou 
beate meſo cruglly «What offence haue 4 done, that 
A muſt be bound and thus beaten :? And then the ſte» 
ward ſatd fo him in this manner, becauſs Medius told 
me that thou art franticke, and if thou he nat well 
bound and heaten, thou wouldeſt doe great harme. 
And the Paſter tame to his ſeruant Medius, and ris 
gozouſſp ſaid vnto him, Ha thou bad bay, full of euill 
wo2ds, when ſaweſt thou me mad - And his ſervant 
p2ondly anſwered him, Py maſter , When diddel 
thou ſer that 5 eat no honey: Therefo:e A thaew 
ts thee one bone fo; another, And the maſter Ste 
ward and all his ſeruants began to langh; and ſaid 
he had well done. Wherefoge men sought mat ta dat 
vnto other, otherwiſe than they would dau bes 
une n „n 1 1 T3 1 
* N it 
Herefollowerh he fablex dee, 
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bis wife ſuppoſed that he was and-therefo2ethe 
enamoured her ſelfe af another man that did bleber 
compaup, and did her much god: fog he cauſed hor 
houſe to be new built, which had need of great reps 
ration and much goods alſo he bꝛought into the lam. 
And a long time after the departing of the ſaid mer⸗ 
chant, he came againe ta yis houſe, whit h he (aw 
builded, and ſaw divers diſhes, potes pannes, and 
ſuch other houſhsold: ffuffe, whe refoze he aſked of his 
wife, how ſhe hay found the meane to haue repaird 
bt fo: (oundly his houſe 2 And ſhe .anſwered. that it 
ll wag by the grace of God. And hee ſaid, Bleſſed he 
tt God fog it. And when he was within the Chamber 
} be ſawthe bedde very richly couered, and the walls 
y well hanged, and demanded of his wife as he had deus 
* 

. 

; 

| 


befoze,. and ſhe anſwered as befoze. Foz whichhe * 
thanked God as he had dont befoꝛe. And as he wan 
ſet at dinner, there was b2ought befoze him unta his 
kaife, a child of thres yceres of age, oz thereabomt, 
wuhereof he demanded of his wife to whom this young 
child belonged: and the laid, God of his guodneſſe bath 
ſeunt it me. Then ſaid the merchant to his , 
in this manner, J render no thankes to God foʒ this, 
foz he hath taken too much paine upon my wozke, 'e 
il not that in any wiſe he meddleany moze thor» - 
ehen Foz ſuch things on only to me, and: not 
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whichPoge rehearſeth vnto vs, which ſaith : that 


ſometime he found in himſelfe in a good fellowſhip, 
where he heard a fable rehearſed, the tenoz whereof 
followeth, & the ſaid Poge ſaid, Chat of all the gods 
ofthe woꝛld the hipocrites be poſſeſſoꝛs. Foz how, 
beit that an hipocrite hath ſometiine a will to helpe 
a poꝛe man, yet he hath this comodity in him, that 
he had rather ſ@a man lie at point of death, than ſaue 
his life with halle a penny; and his pꝛeſumptton is 
called hypocriſie, as ye ſhalt he ure by the fable fol- 
lowing, the which ſaith: that ſometime the cuſtome 
of all the pwze was, that they went befoze folkes 
does Without ſaping any woꝛd. It hapned at that 
time that a pooꝛe man, honeſt and of goad lite, went 
to get his lruing krom one dooꝛe to another: and vpon 
u day among other, he went and ſct himſelfe npon 
great ſtone befoze the dooze of a TULddow Which 
widdaw was: accuſfoimcd ener to giue ſomewhat. 
And when the good woman knew that he was at the 
dbo2e, the bꝛought him his poztion as ſhe was atcu· 
fowed , and aa ſhe g aue to him the meat, ſhe looked 
an him, and ſet ing hun ſo faire and well made oftho? 
dp; tbe then filled with carnall toncupiſcente, and 
burning in the fire of lone, required e inſtantly pzap: 
edhiun, that he would returne thither within ther 
dayes, and pꝛomiſed to him that ſhe would giua him 
a right good diner: and tie poore man ſaid vatoher 
that he would: And when he came againe, her ſet 
humſelfe befoze the deo2e of the CUltddowes hauſe, 
and the woman well knew when he should came, 
wherfo;e ſhecqwrtd the gate and ſatd, Come in 
_ koʒ we n iwhereto thop 
9711 Man 
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han aſſented, and entred into the houſe, and the wid 
dew gaue ta him god meat and good drinke. And 
when they had well dined, the ſaid widdaw pzaiſed 
the good man greatly, and after ſhe kiſſed him, raqui⸗ 
ring him that cher might haue the copy of his laue: 
and then the pooze man all aſhamed, knowing her 


= thought and will, anſwered thus to her: Certainelp , 


my god miſtcefle J dare not, but neuertheleſſe, 1 
would faine dos it. And the Middow all inflamed 
with loue, pꝛayed him moze and moze. And when the 
pooꝛe man ſaw that he might not excuſe himſelfe, her 
laid to the widdow in this manner : Pp friend, fith 
thou deſireft me to doe lo great an euill, I take Gad 
to my witneſſe that. thou art cauſer of it: fo A am 
non conſenting to the ded : but ſaying theſe wozds, 
he yeelded to her will. 1 
Fable iii. of the young woman which accuſed 
her husbatid of detect. 
Oge the Flozentine ſaith, that ſometime there 
was a man named Nerus Depacis. which af his 
age was among the Flozentines right ſage and 
wiſe. This Nerus had a faire daughter the which he 
maried to a faire young man et a rich, & of a good pa⸗ 
rentage: the which young man the next day after the 
ſeaſt of the wedding, did leade her inte his Caſtle, a 
little wav without the city of Flozence. And within 
few dapes after, this young man bꝛought his wife a⸗ 
gaine to Floꝛente, vnto the houſe of her lather Ne- 
rus: who made them a feaſt, as it was actuſtomed ta 
doe all that time, in ſome plate, eight dates alter the 
wedding. F Ahen the new married woman was come 
againe ta her fathers houſe, he made not * gd 
ters, 
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chtrre, but ener ſhe looked downeward to the earth, 
all ſad and melancholidug. And when her mother ſaw 
ber banghfer ſo lorrowfull, and of mourning coun⸗ 
tenance, the talled her into a Chamber, whereas no 
body was but they two, and aſked of her the cauſe 
of her ſo2row, ſaying ; Mo fare pe mp daughter - 
What want ye, Pare pe not allthings comming fo 
pou after pour deſire - Aheretore take pe ſuch hea- 
uinelſe - Then the Daughter weeping ſaid vnto her 
Mother, Alas; my mother, Ye haue not married me 
to a man, for of ſuch a thing as a man ought to haue, 
he hath neuer a dtale, ſauing a litle part of the thing 
for which wedding is made. And then the other 
right ſoxowfull and w2oth of this enill foꝛtune, went 
to her hiſband Nerus, and told him of the euill hap 
of her daughter, whereofhe was greatly woꝛoth and 
ſozetroubled. And ſone afterfhis fozfrme was told 
among all the linage of Nerns, whereof they were all 
ſo2rowfull to heare that᷑ ſo faire and contely a poung 
man, endued with lo many good gifts andgraces, 
befides riches and renowne, was faulty of the thing 
foꝛ which marriage is made. Neuertheleſle the ta · 
blcs were ſet and couered, and when time of dinner 
came, the young man came into the houſe of Nerus, 
with divers of his friends and his parents, and in» 
tontinent they ſet them all dolone at the table, ſome 
withFeauy and ſo2rowfallhearts,x ſome with merry 
mindes and ioyfull countenances. And when the 
pourig man law, that his friends made good chere, 
and khat an the friends of his wife were heaup and 
ſad, he p2ayed and befonght them, that they would 
tell hum the cauſc of their heauineſſe and ſozrow, but 
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none of them all would anſwer him. Neuertheleſſe, 
he belought them againe; and then one of them full 
of ſozrow, and moze fozward in ſpech than any of the 
reft, ſaid, Certainelp my faire ſonne, thy Wife hath 
told vs that thou art no perfeu man. At theſe words 
the pong man began to laugh. Ane ſaid with an high 


vopte, that all that were there might under ſtand him, 


Pp Parents and my friends, make god cheere, for 
the cauſe ot pour ſozrow (hall ſane be appeaſed: and 
then he being cloathed with a ſho2t gowne, untyea 
bis hoſen, took his member out with his hand, which 
was great and very ſufficient,and laid the ſome 
the table, ſo that all the company there pzeſent 


ſeit. TWherefo:e all the fellowſhip were der ioy . 
full and glad, many of the men wiſhing themlelues 


the like, and diners of the women deſtring that their 
huſbands had ſuch an inſtrument. And then ſome of 
the friends and Parents of Nerus daughter, went to 
her and ſaid, that ſhe had done great wrong to tom⸗ 
plaine of her Buſband, foz hee had wherewith thee 
might be well contented, and hlamed her greatfollp, 
To whom lhe anſwered in this manner, ſaying, Pp 
friends, why blame pau me? J complaine not with- 
ont a cauſe: For our Aſſe which is a bzute Beat, hatt 
amember as great as mine arme, and my husband 


which is a man, his member is ſcarce halfe ſo great: 


wherefoze the ſimble and poung dam(cell wend, that 
men ſhould haue their members as greatoz greater 
than Alles, Therefaze it is oft ſaid,that much lacketh 
he of that a fogle thinketh oz werneth. | 


The 
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The fourth Fable of hunting 
and hawking. 
Oge a Flozentin rchearteth to vs, how oute h& 
was in fellowſhippe where mien ſpake of the ſu· 


ner cure of them which gouerne the doggs and 


awks : Whereof a Millanois named Paulus be- 

gan to laugh, and required of Poge that he would re- 
hearſe ſome fable of the ſaid Hawkes, and foꝛ loue of 
the fellowiülnp hee ſaid in this manner. Sometime 
there was a Phyſicion which was a Millaonis. This 
Phyſtc ion healed fooles of all manner of folly, and in 
what manner he healed them I Hall tell you, This 
Lech had within his houſe a gꝛeat garden, and in the 
midſt of if was a g2eat and deepe pit, which wag full 
of ffinking water, and within the ſaid pit the Phyſt- 

cion pnt the foles after the quatitity of their fooliſh: 
neſſe, ſome vnto the knee, and other bato the bellie. 
And there he baund them to a poſt, but none he put 
derper than vnto the ſtomacke, fo2 doubt of farther 
incanuenience. It hapned then that among other, 
one was hꝛought to him, which her put into the (aid 
water bp fo the thighes. hen her had bene the 
bs of flfteene dayes within the laid water, her be⸗ 
gan to be peaceable and had his wit againe. and that 

he might take ſome diſpoꝛt and caꝝſolation, he requi⸗ 
red his ke per that hee might walke about the © ar- 
den, pꝛomiung not to depart fhergout. The kœpet 
that kept him, vnbound hem from the ſake, and had 
him out of the water. And when he dad ba ne many 
dapes out of the pit, he went nerre vnto the gate of 
the Garden, but dur ſt not goe out, leſt he ſhould ber 
put againe within the ſaid pit. Upon a time he went 
vntg 
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vnts the gate, and as he looked all about he ſawa 
faire poung man on hozſeback, that bare a Spar; 
hawke on his fiſt, and had with him u couple of faire 
Spaniels; whereat the foole was all abalhed,and bs 
cauſe of noueltie, he called the ſatd young man, ſaying 
My friend, J prap the thou wilt tell me what that 
is thou art ſet vpan ? And the poung mau ſaid, It is a 
hozſe, which doth pzofit me to chaſe and beare mee 
where J pleaſe. Then he aſked of him That is that 
thou beareſt on thy fiſt, and whereto is it good ? and 
the poung man anſwered him, It is a Sparhawkse 
which is good to take Partriches and Nuailss. Pet 
againe did the 'foole demand of him, Py friend, 
what are thoſe that voe follow thee, and 02g 
are they good! Then the poung man anſt9 him 
they be Dogs, and are good to ſcarch and find Pars 
trit hes and quailes: and when they haue raiſed » 
my Dparhawke takes them, whereof proceedeth bata 
me great top and p/eaſure- And the foole demanded 
againe : What pzofit ſhall all that they take inthe 
whole pere bzing thee - and the poung man ſaid vn⸗ 
to him, Foure oz ſiue croimes, oꝛ thereabouts. What 
no moꝛe ſaid the foole - And how much ſhall they 
diſpend thee in a pere: And the young man anſwered 
Fozty oꝛ fifty crownes. And when the foole heard 
theſe woꝛds, de laid againe to the young man, O u 
friend, J pꝛay thee that ſoone thou wilt depart from 
hence,foz if our Phyſitian coms he ſhall put the into 
the ſame pit becauſe thou art a foole : J was put in 
it up to the thighes, but he will ſurely put thee therein 
bp to the chinne : fo2 thou doſt commit the greate(t 
folly that euer J heard ſpoken cl. a 2 
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And therefoꝛe the ſtoꝛp of hunting and hawking ig 
a ſlothtull cure, and none ought to doe it without hee 
were very rich, and a man of-liuvelyhod, and pet it 
aught nat to be done often, but ſometime fo2 to take 
diſpo2t, and to dziue away melancholp. 
The v. Fable is of che recicarion of 
ſome monlters. 


Por of Flozencs reciteth how in his time om 


named Hugh, inte of the Medices, ſaw a Cat 


that had two heads, and his legges befo2e and be- | 
hind were double, as they had beene ioyned together, 
Aſo about the marches of Italy, within a meddow 
was ſometime a Cow, which bꝛought fozth a Ser- 


pent of marucilons greatneſſe, rigyt hideous and 
| ficft, he had the head greater than the 
head of a Decondlyv, he had a nec ke of the length 


at an Ae, and his body made after the likenelle ofa 
Dogge, and his taile was wondꝛous thicke and long 
without compariſon. And when the Cow ſaw that 


thee had made ſuch a birth, and that within her belly 
hee had bs2nc ſo humble a beaſt the was very feare- | 
full, and lifteaher ſclfe vp, andſuppoſed to haue fled Þ 


away; but the Serpent with his long taile enlaced | 


her to hinder legges, and then the Serpent began 


to ſuck the Cow, and ſucked ſo long till that he foum | 
ſome mrlke. And as (one as the Cow could eſcape | 
from him, ſhe fled vato the other kine, but incon: | 
tinent her paps, and her hinder legs, and all that the 


Serpent touched, was all blacke a great time after. 
And ſoone aſter, the ſaid Tow made à faire Calfe 
the which maruaile was auouched to the ſaid Poge, 
he being at Ferrara. And pet againe ſoaneaiter that 


there 


there was found in a river a monſter mariner of the 
Sea, of the foꝛme o2 liueneſſe og fo:loweth, Firſt, he 
had from the nauell vpward the like nelle of a man, £ 
e from the nauell downeward like the ſezme oz ma⸗ 
king of afiſh, the which part was gemine, that is to 
ſay, double. Socondly, he had a great head, and he 
had great hoznes about his cares. Alſo he had great 
ne pas, and a wondercull great and hoꝛrible month, and 
at his hands reached into his intraiies o: bowe!s, and 
e& I at both his ellbowes he had wings right bead and 
„great of fiſhes mailes, wherewith te lwimmed, ana 
w onelp he had but the head out of the water. It hap- 
r ned then, that as many women waſhed clothes at 
nd the ſaid riuer, that this hozrible and dꝛeadfull Beaſt 
hs [FS fo default of meat came ſwimming toward the ſaid 
th women: Df the which he tooke one by the hand, and 
fa FSſuppoſed to haue dzawae her into the water, but ſher 
ng was ſtrong and welt aduiſed, + reũſtea the ſaid mon: 
jat ter, and as ſhe defenved her lelfe, ſhe began to crp 
ty Þ ; ith a high voice, Helpe, helpe, wherevpon fine waz 
re- men ranne vnto her, and by hurting of ſtones they 
led | ; jew the ſaid monſter. Alſo Poge faith, that being 


ced [Sat Ferrara, he ſaw the ſaid Ponſter, andſaid, that 
raft iners young childꝛen were accuſtamed fo2 to waſh 
and bathe themſelues in the (ard riuer, but they came 


of all home againe, wherefoze the women waſhez 
heir clothes na moze at the ſata Pot: foz the folke 


the Tuppoſed that the Ponſter kilted and deudured the 
et. poung childꝛen which were dzowned. Alſo , within 
fe WM little while after it befetl out about the marches of 
A _taly, that there was a child boꝛne which had two 


s, and two viſages, * one another. 
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and the urmes of each otter imbꝛaced the bodp, the 
which body from the nauill vpward was iopned, ſaue 
the two heads and from the nauill downeward, tze 
lims were all ſeparated one from another, in ſuch | 
wiſe, that the lims of generation were thewed inan. 
feftlp. Df the which childe, tydings came vnto the 
perſon of Poge at Kome. - : 


Fable vi. of the Parſon the Dogge, and 
the Biſhop. 


Jluer cauſeth all things to be done, vnto thehal.|: 

lowing againe of a place, which is p2ophane «;| 
interdict. As pe ſhall heare by this pꝛeſent fable; ot: 
Pꝛieſt dwelling in the countrie, which ſometim 
had a dogge which he loued well, the which Pꝛiel 
was very rich. This dagge by pꝛotceſſe of time dia, 
and when he was dead, he buried him in the church 
pard, becauſe of the great loue wherewith he loun 
him. Jt hapned ſo, that the Biſhop knew hereof by} 
the aduertiſement of ſome other, wherefoze he ſent 
fo2 the ſaid Pꝛieſt, and ſuppoſed to haue of him a great 
ann of gold, o2 elſe he would make him to be feen 
ty punilhed. and he wꝛste a letter to ths (aid Pty 
of which the teno2 contained onelp , that He ſhcul 
tome and ſpcake with him. And when the pꝛieſt ha} 
rcad the letter, he vnder ſtod well all the cauſe, an} 
thought in hiunſcifc that he would haue of him ſom 
filuer, fo2 be knew well enough the condition of th 
Biſbop: end fo2thwith he twke his bzeuſar and a hu 
dzed crownes with hun, and went foz to ſpeake wit 
his P7elate, and when he came befoze him the D 
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late beganne to ſhew him the enoꝛmitie of his miſs 
deode: and the Pꝛieſt anſwered, Night reuerend Fas 
ther, it ve knew the ſoueraine pꝛouidence wherewith 
tys ſaid dogge was filled, pe wauld not matuell if hee 
hath well deſerued to be buried honeſtly and wozſhip: 
fully among men: hee was all filled with human 
wit, as well in his lile, as in the article of his death. 
And then the Biſhop ſaio. How may that be? Rez 
hearſe to ine then the whole manner of tis life. T her 
the Pꝛieſt ſaid, Certainly right reuerent. Father, 
pou ought right well to know, when he was at the ar · 
ticle of Death. he made his teccament, and the dogge 
knowing your nzed and indigence, bequeathed pou 
4 hundzed crownes of gold: the which J b2ing, naw 
vnto pou. And the Biſhop foꝛ loue of the money aſ- 
ſopled the pꝛieſt, and alſo allowed the lame ſ epulture. 
And therefozefilugr cauſet all things to b. granted 
92 done. 


The vii. Fable. is of the Fox, the Cock. 
and the Dogges. 


L the reward of them that mocke other, is to 

be mocked themſelues, as appeareth by this 
pꝛelent fable, of a Cocke wich ſome time ſaw a for 
come toward him loꝛe hungry ; which Cocke ſoppo⸗ 
ſed that he came toward bim but to eat Come of 
his hens, fo2 which cauſe the cocke made ali his hens. 
to fly vpon a træ. And the for began to cry toward 
the cocke god tpdings, god tydings, and after he ſa- 
luted the cocke right reuerently, anddemanded ok hin 
thus, D Golſip, what doſt thou here fo high, and 
the henues with thee ⸗ halt then not heard the good 
S2 tyding 
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tydings woꝛthy and p2ofitable fo2 us 2 and then the 


Cocke full of malice anſwered to him, Nay uerily 
goſlip, beit J pꝛap thee tell them vnto vs. Then ſaid 
the For to the Cocke, Certainely goſſip, thep be the 
beſt that euer pe heard, fo2 pe map goe and talke and 
commune among all beaſts without any harme oz 
damage, and they ſhall doe pou both pleaſure and all 
ſeruice to them poſſivle. Fo2 thus it is concluded and 
alſo confirmed by the great councell of Beaſts, that 
none beer ſo hardy, to ver oz ict in any wiſe none 6- 
ther, be it neuer lo little a beaſt; fo2 the which god 
tydings, J pray the that thou wilt come downe, to 


the end that wie map ſing Te Deum Laudamus fe: 
top, But the Cocke knowing well the kallnelſe of 
the For, replicd in this manner, Certainelp mp | 
b:othcr and god friend, thou haſt b2ovght vnto me 

right god tpdings, whereof moze than a hundzed | 
tunes I th.nke tho : and ſaving theſe wazds, the 
Cocke lift vp his necke and lokt karre from hum and 


the Fox ſaid, What golſip, whereabout leoliefl 
thou - And the Cocke ſaid, Certainely my other, 
Aſca couple of Dogges comming hither with open 
mouth, which as J luppoſe, come fo2 to bzing vs 


thc tydings thou haſt told vs. And then the Fox hake 


foꝛ feare ot the dogges, and ſaid to the Cocke, Ged. 
be with pou mp friend, it is time that J depart hence | 
befoze the dogges cine necrer: and ſaping theſe 
woꝛds, he ran awap as faſt as he might; and then the 


Cocke cryed after hun, ſaping : Goſſip, why run: | 


nett thou thus - if the peace be actoʒded, thou ough⸗ 


7 


tcit to doubt nothing. Ma goſſip. ſaid the for, 1 
conyt that tgele two dogs haue not heard of the de⸗ 


cre © 


The Fables of Poge. 211 


cre of the peace. And thus when a beguiler is be⸗ 
guiled, he receweth the ſalarie oꝛ paiment which he 
ought to haue, u hezefoꝛe let euery man keepe him⸗ 
ſelfe there zom. : 


Ogirs rehearſcth, that there were two 7” omen 

in Rome which he knew. of diuers age and foꝛme: 
which came to the Turtiſan to get ſomewhat foz 
their bodies; whom he receiued, and it happened, that 
he kne bo the faireſt of them both twice, and the other 
once, and ſo departed. Afterward when they ſhoulda 
depart he gaue to them a peece of cloth, not telling 
how much each of them ſhould haue foz their part: 
and in parting of the ſatd cloth, there fell betweene 
the women a ſtrifc, hecauſe one of them demanded 
two parts, after the exigence of her worke, and the 
other the halfe, each of them chewing their reaſons, 
the one ſaping, that ſher had ſuffered him twice to doe 
his pleaſure, and the other pretended that ſhee was 
ready, and in her was no default, and ſo fzom bzaw- 
ling they fell to fighting, And their husbands not 
knowing the cauſe of their rife each of them defend- 
ded his wines cauſe ; from the fighting of the wo⸗ 
men, it came to their husbands, with buffets a caſt⸗ 
ing of ſtones, ſo long that men ran between? them, 
and after the cuſtome of Rome, both the hugbanag 
were bzought to p2iſon, bearing enmitie each to o⸗ 
ther, and not knowing wherefoze. The ſaid cloth 
was put into the hands of women ſecretly, and not 
parted. but it was ſecretly argued among the wo⸗ 
men how it would be parted : and thep demanded of 
Doctozs what was the law sf it. Þe ſaith alſo that a 
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Perchant. of Flozence bought a Yorſe of a man, 
and made his conſent with the ſeller ſoz xxv. Du⸗ 
cats, foꝛ to pay foꝛthwith in hand rv. Dutats, and 
foꝛ the reſt he wonld become his debrer, and the (els 
ler was content, and thercupon delivered the hozſe, 
and rected xv. Ducats. And a while after, the ſeller 
de in inded of the bryer the reſidue. And he denied the 

varment, and bad him hold his couenant, fo2, ſaid 
the buper, we acco2ded that à ſhould be thy debter, 
and 8 J ſhould latiake and pay, I ſuould no maze be 
£P deb: er. 


N E © tellet) vs a!fn that there was a Carrtke 
of Jnr tired ante France, fo2 to make warre 
againft the Enzlichmen, the which Carrike a 
gentieman of France beheld and ſaw, and ſaid hw 
would be auenged on him that bare his armes: wher- 
upon aroſc en alteration, inſomuch that the French⸗ 
man prouoked the Cenoes to battaile: the Gonocg 
accepted the provocation, & cameaf the day aligned 
infoxthe feld, without any array oz habilements of 
warre, and the Frenchman came well appointed into 
the feld. And then the patron of the Carrike ſaid, 
TWhetreio2e is it that we two ſhould fight this day and 
make Lattaile- Bccauſe, ſatd the other, that thine 
armes bee mine, and belonged ta me before thouhadft 
them. Then the Ocnocs ſaio, It is no ne de to make 
any Latta; le therrlore, foz the armes that Jbeare, is 
not the head of an Dre, but it is the head of a cow. 
wich thing ſo ſpoken, the noble frenchman was 
abalbeds a and ſo ed halle mocked, _ 
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Lo he ſaith, that there was a Phyſition dwel- 

ling in a Citie, which was a cunning man in 
that Science, and had a ſeruant, a poung man, that 
made pilles, after a certaine fozme that he had ſhew- 
ed vnto him : and when this young man had dwelled 
long with him, and could perfectly make the pilles, he 
departed from his Paſter , and went into a range 
Countrie where he was not knowne , letting them 
bnderſtand that he wag a cunning Phiſition , and 
could give Pedicines fo? all kind of diſeaſes, and mi⸗ 
niſtred alwaies his pilles to euery man that came to 
him fo2 remedies. It happened ſo, that a poze man ot 
that place where he was, came to him, and complai- 
ned, how he had loſt his Ae, and p2aicd him to giue 
him a medicine ta finde his Alle againe ; and he gaue 
vnto him the pilles, and bade him to recciue and take 
them, and he ſhould find his Aſſe. And the pwze man 
didſo, and after went into the fields and paſfures to 
looke after his Aſſe, and in ſo doing, the pils w2ought 
ſo in his belly, that he muſt needs goe purge him, and 
went among the reeds, and there eaſed him, and there 
anon he found his Aſſe; whereof he being very iop⸗ 
full, ranne into the towne, and declared that by the 
medicine that he had receiued of the Phyſitton, her 
had found his Alle. Mhich thing knowne, all the 
imple people repufed him a very cunning man, al- 
beit he could doe nothing but make pils- And thug 
many folkes are oft times taken foz wiſe and cun⸗ 
ning, foz he was reputed not only to heale all kinds 
of ſicknjeſſes, but alſo to giue medicines to find Al⸗ 
ſes after they were loſt, | 
D 4 There 
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Here was in a certaine towne a Widdower that 
'wxed a UWiddow, to haue her to his Mife, 4 at 
the laſt they were agreed and ſure together. And 
hem a pong woman being ſeruant with the ſaid 
TUiDdow heard thereof, ſhe came to her iſtreſſe 
and ſaid to her, Alas Miſtreſſe, what haue pou done: 
Thy, ſaid the q iſtreſſe:? I haue heard ſap, ſaid the 
Maid, tyabhe is a — man, foz he lap ſo oft, 
end knew ſo much his other wife, that ſhee died 
thereof, and J am \o2ry thereof that vou ſhould fall 
into the like caſe. To whom the TWtddow anſwe⸗ 
red and ſaid : Certainely J deire ts die, fo2 here is 
nothing but ſozrow and rare in this wozld. 
2 his was a tourteous extuſe of the 
Widdow. 
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plans with his Lozd. No2 te the hoe if ts not gu, 
tohave partage, and diuifion with tam which ts rich 
nt, wherefoze FT revearſeth ſuch a Fabls 
The cou. the goate and the pe, went once a hues 
tag ang tooke with them the Lion, d chaſed a Bart, 
ang when thep came to part it, the Lion ſaw: Sp 
Teds, I left you to wit, that ſhe fi: t part is mine, be 
cauſe Jau pour KLozd the ſecond, betauſe J am row 
ger t an ys be : the (hiro, becauſe tan moze ſwiftly 
than ve did: and whoſocuer touche!h the fourth part, 
be hit be mp moztall enemy. And thug he toke from 
them the Part. TWherefo:e this fable Cheweth that 
the pe ſhouidnot kecpe fellowſhip with the mighty, 
foz he is neuet faithfull to the pae. 
Ot the 1 heete and the Sunne. 
O man is changed by nature but an enillman 
| may well haue a wozfe iſſue than himſelfe. E- 
i: F3» hercaf tellethvga Fable. A thewefe held the feaſt 
. of his wedding, and his neighbours came where the 
14 fraſt was kept, and did woꝛſhip to the thefe : and a 
F wile man ſeeing that the neighbo2s of the theefg 
[5 were iopfull x glad, ſaiv to them, Ve make pon eglad* 
1 neſſe of that whereof pe ſhould weepe, take heed then 
' to mp wozds, and vnderſtand your top. The Sunne 
[is 


erer — 12 


would once be married, but all the nations of the 
woꝛld were againſt him, and. pꝛayed Iupiter that he 
Would keepy the Dun from wedding. Then lu- 
piter demanded of them the cauſe why they wonld 
not haue him to bee married: one of them ſaid to In- 
piter, thou knoweſt well there is but one Sunne, and 
pet he burneth vs all, and if he be martied and haut 
any chilozen, they Mall de ſtroy all mankinde: 1 
Dun: oe 
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\21 this fable wett that we onght not to ere. 

whert we 4s in ntl congpany. 

(); che Wolter and the { ran, 

[ C that Goth any goed te an ell man. . 
as en (atty, fo; of the god done to the . 
cometh no pzofit, wherefoze Ef revearſeth 

this fable. A Wolfe ate and devoured « heepe, of 

whoſe bones he had on in his th;oate, which he cold 
not get out and ſoze it griebed hun. Wherefore the 

Wolfe pzaped the Crane, that he aud aw out of 

ts throat the bone. And the Crane put downe his 

longneck into his thzoat, and dzew out the bone, 
whereby the Wolfe was whole. Then the Crane 
demanded of hun her reward. And þ Wolfe anſwer» 
ed. thou art right vnkinde and canſt no good, remem- 
bzeft thau not what J might haue done to the : fo 
when thou haddeſt thy necke within mp throat, if 

J would J might haue bit it off. By this table it ap⸗ 

peareth that no good comes fromaneutil body. 
Of two Bitches, how one lodged the other 

in time of litteringg. 
E not haſtp to gine credit ta the tales of flatte 
rers, fo2 by ſweet wazds they detcine good peq* 
ple, whereof Elop telleth ve this fable. was 
> Bitch vpon a tima, which would; faine and 

bes deliuered of her young ones, and cum ta the ha · 

bitation of another Bitch, and praped her by ſweets 

wd2ts, that. ber would lend her a plate lohers ſher 
might litter her poung ones, And that other Bitch 
lent to her, her bed her houſe, wening that ſhee 
had therein done well. And when the bitch had lit- 
tered ,the god bitch laid to her, wann 


70 
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Ge ſhould gos and depart out ot her houſe; ind then 
the other bitch and her ponng dog ran vpn hers 
and bit her, and caſt her foꝛth of her owne houſe. Ji 
this manner many a one foz doing good hath hurt am 
damage. 


Of the Man and the ſerpent. 
Here is na god gotten bp helping an euill perſon 
fo2 hs that helpeth, ſach, hall ſurely be ill rear 
ded fo2 his labour: and he that ſaueth a theefe from 
the gallowes pꝛouidetij an enemie foz himſelfe:wher: 
foze to withſtand ſuch, Eiop rehearſeth to us this 
fable. There was ſometime a man which found 4 
Serpent withina Uine, and by reaſon of the great 
froft in the Winter, the Serpent was hard and al 
moſt dead faz cold, wherefo2s the good man pittied 
her, and taoke her bp, and bare her into his houſe,and 
laid her befoze the fire, inſomuch that ſhe came againe 
to her fozmer ſtrength and vigour. And as ſoone 6x 
ſhe was thus reniued, thee began to cry and hilſees 
bout the houſe, and to trouble the good: wife and her 
chiidꝛen. Wherefo2e the good-man would haue hay 
her out of the bouſe : but when he thought to haue l 
ken her, thre ſyꝛung about his necke and had almoſt 
ftrangled him. Even ſo it fareth with them that der 
god ts wicked peaple, ſaʒ inſtead of loue and kinanole 
they ſhall haue malice. nd enup. a 4 
Ot che Lion and the Aſſe. . 
F them that mocke others Ep. rebearfeth 
this table. There was an Alle which met with 
a Lion, to whom he faid : Pp bother Gn (ade 
ther; ann the Lion ſhaked his head, and had grokt 


pairit to with-hold his courage — — 
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ade. But the Lion ſaid to himſelſe , At bobonefh 
at the teeth of ſa noble a o aã⁰Ai amt lite ſuchs 
oule veaſt, Foz he that is wiſe muſt not hurt the 
ole, noz herd his woꝛds but let him ga. 
Or two Rats. 

F Arre better is it to liue in pouertie, than tolins 

richly heing euer in danger: whe ren Elop te- 
hearſeth this Faule. There were two ata, where- 
o{ one wagareat ano fat, and held hun iu the celler 
of a rich man, and the other was pooze and lane. On 
a day this great Kat went to ſpozt him in the 
and mette by the way the leane Ratte, of the which 
he was rectiued as well as he could into his pon 
taue 02 hole, and gane him of ſuch meat as he had. 
Then ſaio the fat Nat, come thou wilh me, and Y 
ſhall give ther other meats Be went with him ines 
the Towze, and both centred into the richmans'celler 
which was full of gods, and when they were there, 
the great Rat pzeſented and gane to tha p err 
diuers dantie , ſayping/bato hum We? 
and inake god cherte; ; and as they were thas iop* 
fully eating; the butler came into the cellex, andiths 
great Kat ranne inta his hole] but the pat Kat will 
not whether to tler, buthidhim behinde the dos with = 
great feare and trembling, and the butler turned g* 
game and (aw him not. And when he was gene, the 
fat Rat came out ofhis hole; and called the ieane Raf 
which was pet in feare, and ſaid: Come hit her and 
foare not to fliltiy beluiy v v ut the poqe Nat ſaid, fo 
very loue let me goc; 10 A tad rather gat co2ne in 
the field and tine ſecureiy, than to eat dainty fare 


in ſuch fears a thou does here in tins place. And 


theres 


Eagle which came where poung Fores | 


'fearing thedeath ofhis poung birde, — 
Fox her youg one. 


vs ſucha fable. An Eagle was ſometime vpon ag 


\ b2zeake it bntill thouflie as high as thou cant, x 
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therefoze it is better to liue poorely and furely, . 
to liue richly, and without aſſurance. 
Ot the Eagle and the Fox. 


OI —— mighty muſt doubt the fer 
ſop tehearſeth ta vs a fable. There was 


e toke away one of them, and gave it to his v 
Eagles to fede them with. The For went after 
and pꝛaped him to reſtoze it againe : But the E 
ſaid, ge would not. faz he was ener him Loꝛd and um 
ſtexr: Then the Fx full of ſubtiltie and malice, 
gan to put together a great abundance of ſtraw, a 
laid it the tre where the Eagle and her paul 
birds were, and kindled it with fire, and when i 
Cmoak and the flame began to riſe vpward,the C 


Of the Eagle and the Rauen. 


He that is well and ſurely garniſhed, pet q 
falſe tounſell may be betrayed, as Eſop elleth 


" 


Which held in his bill a nut which he couldnot bzealk 
the Rauen tame unte him and ſaid, thou thalt net 


then let it fall vpon the ſtones ; and the Eagle di 
and by that meanes loſt his Nut, Thus many | 
biene deceived thꝛough falfe counſell; 
Ot rhe Rauen and the Fox. 4 

Hey that be glad and jopfull at the pang 
fattererers, oft times dot repent them, 
Eſop rehearſeth to vs this Fable. A Nauen 


wes bponatree din his bill a pete of chee 
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e For deſired much ta haue: wherefoze he went 
1d pꝛaſcd htm in this martner, O gentle Raven, 
hon: art the gentleſt of all other birds, fo2 thy fea» 
gers he ſo faire ſo bꝛigꝭt, and ſhining, and cauit u 
well ſing: it thou hadſt thy voice tiere, and ſmall than 
pouldeft be the moſt happy of alt other birds. The 
ole which heard the flattering words of the For, 
egan to open his bill for to ing, and then the chaſe 
ll to the ground, and the For twke it vp and ate 
t. And wherrthe Rauen ſaw that foz his dwneglogy 
e was decciued, hee warecd heaup and ſozrowfnll, 
nd it repented him that he had belerued the Fox. 
Ahe refoꝛe this fable teacheth us, that we ought nat 
d bee glad 02 tłiayte in the woꝛds of falſeand brifaiths 
ull folke, no. to bel@ne flatterers. 8 
Ot the Lion, the wid Bore, tlie Bull 
and the Aſſe. 
Hen a man hath loft his dignity oz ofllce, 
her muſt leaue his audacity 82 hardnele, to 
the end that her ber not hurt and mocked. 
Klherefoze Elop ſheweth ſuch a fable. Chert was & 
Lion which in his peuth was very fierce atm ervuell; 
nd when he was come to age, there cams tohim a 
vild Baze, lu ich with his teth rent and burſt ea great 
dece of his body, and auenged the weng that the 
Lion had done ta him befaze time. After caut uta 
him a Bull, which \\ntit and hurt bin with his hoꝛnen: 
ilſoan Ale, cam, which ſmote him in the fogehend 
with her fert in moſt ſtoꝛnerull manner. And then the 
n began to mæpe, — — 
nanner : When J was young and ſtrong, euety due 
yeaded and doubted x nom J am ae 


-feble,and nere iny death, none ſetteth ought by 


dignity and wozlhip. Therefoze this fable ſhewe 
-how we mult be meeke in pꝛoſpetitp, left we be le 
ned of all men in our aduerſitp. 


beate him ſoze that he had na msze courage to d 


— — we 


he ft Woke * 


— le — wu + 


but of euerp one I am a buſed :: and becauſe that 
bane loſt my vigour and ſtrength, 4 haue alſa lol 


Ot the Aſſe and the young Dogge: 
O man ought to meddle with that which 
cannot doe. TWherefoaze Elop rehearſeth f 
a fable, of an à ſſe which was in the houſe of a Ld} 
which had a little Dog which he loued well, and 
upon his table. And the little Dog fawned and 
bpon his gowne, and toall them that were a 
houſe he ſhewed his laue: whrrefoze the Alle! 
enuous, and (aid in himſelie If inp L oꝛd and hit 
uants loue this miſcreant beaſt that ſheweth 
towards them, up all reaſon they muſt loue mel 
Gew kindnefſſe towards them: and therefore fr G 
hencefozth J will take my diſpozt, and make 19 
play with my Lozd and his ſeruants. And ag 
Ade was in his thought and imagination, it 
ned that hee ſaw his Lo2d entering into the 
The Aﬀe then began to dance: and to make ct 
and to ſing with his ſweets voice: and app 
towards his Lozd, leapt vpon his ſhoulder, a 
gan to kiſſe and licke him. The Lozd then begani 
cry out with a loud voice, and ſatd, Let this f 
Wwhozeſon that hurteth me ſo (oze be well beaten 
put away. Then the Lozds ſeruants twke g 
ſtaues, and began to (mire vpon the pooze Ale 


0; leape vpon his Paſter. 


of Eſops Fables. 
Of the Lion and the Rat, 

Me mighty and puillant muſt kazgiue the feeble, 
foꝛ oft the little may well glue aide andhelp * 
the great ; wheceof Eſop rehearſeth luch a 

fa Lien which dept in a fozreſt, and the Rats di- 
202ting them about hm, it hapned that they went 
pon the Lion, whereat he awaked, and with his 
lau he toke one of hem: When the Kat (aw 17 
fc thus taken, hee ſaid vnto the Lion: G 
pꝛap pou pardon me, fo2 little ſhall you — 45 by 
y death, and thought not to diſ pleaſ e pou. Then 
Jought the Lion with hümſelte, that it were no waz- 
ip to put her to death, wherefo2ehe fozgareber "rn 
ther goe. Alter this, it hapned bh t the 
1s taken in a Inare, whereupon he began 12 
nd make ſoꝛrow : and when the Kat 41 cxp, 
e appꝛoached, and demanded what 7 And 
he Lion ſaid : Seeſt thou not how an taken and 
und with this line: Then Sr proce 4 
will not be vnkinde, but ſhall euer 
reat mercie toward me, and withall if A. * 
dw helpe pou. . 
nd ſo long gnawed thereon, that the ab 
moer, and the Lioneſcaped | 
Therefoze this fable cheth, how that 
1anought not to deſpiſe the little 82 meane, 
jat cannot hurt by big firnngth tnnp wins (his dard 
endeauout. 


Of the young Kite, and his Mother. 
E 23 euer doth euill, — — 
pꝛaper ſhould be heard. Of 
rr, arſeth this * There 


_ red ofhisemll. Fo2 when onc is fallen into e 


into aduerſttie. 


l faile tobe enill counſelied. wherefoze E 
man ſowes Linſ&d, 4 the Swallow ſering that 


— — HE 
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which was fiche , in ſo much that he had no tn 
retouer his health And as he ſaw himſelfe wet 
and fe ble, hep2aped his mother that ſhe wouldy 
buto her gods foz him. His mother artſwered} 
My ſon, thou haſt greatly offended and blaſphe 
the gods that now they will auenge them on the, 
thou pꝛaieſt not to them foꝛ pity noꝛ loue, but ſ 
F dzead:fo2 he which leadeth an euill life 4 in his 

ing is obſtinate, ought not to haue hope to be de 


lickeneſſe, then is the time come that he muſt be 
arcozding to his decds : fo2 he that offendeth othe 
his p2oſperity, ſhall find few friends when he 


Of the Swallow and other birds. 
E that belteueth not god counſell , ſhall 


hearſeth to vs this fable following. a L 


- fame Linſed, men might haue nets and gins, we 
ſaid to all other birds: Come pe all with me, 
bs pluck vp this, fo21f we let it grow. the 
ſhall meke gins and nets to take vs all: but a 
birds diſpꝛaiſed her counſell. Then the fwallow 

— this, went and yarbonred her ſelfe in the 

mam hauſe. And when the flare was growne 

ted vp, the labourcr made ginnes and nets 1 
bires, where tg he take every dap diners u 
birds, and bꝛought them home to his houſe. W 
the Swallow ſæing, ſaid, J told you of this 
but pꝛu would not be warned by me. 

Tuc end ot the rt Booke, [ 


of Efops Fables, 6 


The Prologue of the ſecond Booke. 

A LL manner of fables are found ts ſhewmen 
what they ſhauld enſue and follow, and alſo, 
what the v ought to leave and fl, foz Fable is 

much to ſap in Poetry, as wozds in Theologie. 

nd thercfoze J wzite fables ta ſhew the gos con⸗ 
tions of god men: foz the Law is giuen foz tref- 
aller s and miſdorrs : and becauſe the good and fuff 
not ſubiect to the Law, as we finde and read of the 
thenians, which liuing after the law of Nature, and 
ſo at their libertie, would needes haue a Aing koz to 
miſh all euill ; but becauſe they wers not accuffgs 
ed to be inloꝛmed, when any of them was cozrected 

d puniſhed, tbep were greatilp troubled when their . 

w King executed any Juſtice ; becauſe that ams 

at time, they had neuer bane under any manaſub⸗ 

ction, it was grieuaus to them to he in \ 

herefoze they were ſozrowfullthat ener they had de: 
anded any King. Againſt the which Elop rehears - 
th this fable following. ; 


The fult Fable is of the Frogges. 5 
and of Iupiter. 

D thing is co god as to live iuſlly ans 
NX ( at liberty, faz fridame and li is 
e I; better than any gold oz ſfluer : 
PW FEEDS 

: 8 — vey e 
| at their an lib. 2 
ith ans conſent made requeſt vnto I 

W'2uid give them King, K 


% 
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. fo marnell, and foz their King he caſt them dor nei oz v 
great pœte of wod which with the fall thereof made Dpa 


great ſound in the water, whereof they had great ok u 
dzead and fears ; and after as they appꝛoched to their ¶ tauſ. 
King foz to make him obeyſance, and perctiued tha fz 11 
it was but a peece of wood, they turned agaius to lup- bes! 
ter, pʒꝛaping him earneſtly that he would gine te then 
another King. Then lupiter gaue to them the Heron f 
to be their King. Then the Peron entred into the te 
water, and ate them one after another. And when ! reve 
the Frogs ſaw that their Bing did ſo deroure them, on: 
ey began to weepe to lup iter, and to ſay vnto him: and 
abt high and mighty luf iter, we p2ap tyce to dell. and 

b from the throte of this Tyꝛant, which eateth and 
vs one after another. And then ſaid lupiter to them, fo: 
the King which ve haue demanded ſhall be vour gpa- bolt 
fer. Wherefoze, when men haue that which is con © Ba 
uenient, they pnght to be ioyfull and glad, and he that I ko: 
bath liberty, ought to kœp it well, foz nothing is bet 
ter than liverty,fo2 liberty ſhould not beſo ſold Foz al 
the gold and ſiluer in the woꝛld. my 


Of the Doues, the Kite, and the 
E Sparhawkc. | 
HEE that putteth himſelfe vnder the laregard o 
"L p;otection. of the euill, chall aſke help ot them 
e 
pꝛeſent fable of ours which requefteda 
2 pke fo be their King, foz to kepe them from the 
aurr t 


- 


wen the Sparhawke' was made King 
x them; he, beganne to defire them: Then tho 
es lald among thenxetues; that better it were 

e w. 


0 
q 
b 
b 
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fo; vs toſuffer of d Rite, than cbt 
Sparhawke, and ta be martyꝛed as we be; huf 
of we be well woꝛthy, fox we our ſeues art 
cauſe of this miſchiefe Mhezekoze it is 
foz men to thinke well what will be the end, ere they" 
begin any thing. 
Ot the theefe and the Dogs 7: 2? - 

f a man giue any thing, he that receinethit, 

to take herde fwwhat end it is given, whereof 
rchearſcth this fable. There was a theefe 4 
on a night into a mans houſs fo to haut rh ha 
and the god mans Dagge begen to'barke 
and then the theefe did caſt at ceo» 
and then the dog (aid to him: thou T = 
fo; no god will, hut onely to the ondthas'4 
hold my peace, to the intent that then wail — 
Paſter ; and therefo2e it were not gad fo m, 32 
koz a moꝛſell ot bꝛead J ſhould loſe mp 1 
goe thy wap, oz olſe J ſhall awake mp any - 
all his houſhold. The dog then began to barks, ans 
the theefe fled: an; thus by conetouſneſſe many h 
receined great gifts, which haue cauſed — | 
their heads, Whergfoze it is god fo conflaer; an 
looke well ta what intent the git is ginen, to the ena 
that none may be botrayed by gifts, neither aut am 
fs; gifts to wozke treaſon, 

Of the Wolfe and the Sow. 
Man ought not to deleeue all that be heareth, 
whereof Elop rehearſeth ſuch a Fable, of d 

Wolfe wbich cams towards a sta, _ 
and made ſorz0w fo2 the great pains that thee felt, b 
canſe ſhe was great E. 


5 
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ſiſterz make the young pigs ſecure; 
f iy and with good will I ſhail ſerve and 1 
— he Seb then ſaid ta him, goe fozth en thy 
wage 3 haue ne need 97 the helpe of ſuch a ſer 
: to as long as thou halt ſtand here, I ſhall nt 
deliver me of mp charge: fo2 thou deſtreſt nothing eig 
but to haue them and eat them. The UUgsl;e 
went his way, and anone the Wow was — 
her pigs: but if he had belceued him, ſue had had a ſozs 
rowfull birth. And thus he that faaliſhiy belecueth, 


iy it hapneth to him. 
wort ko che Mou caine that ſhooke. N 
I: 280̃ Le it hapncth, that be that Waketh, bath au 
dzead and is fearcfull. whereof Elop rehearſeth W th 
vuts be inch a fable, ofa bil which began to treu th 
ple and hake, becarſe of the Pole that delued. And re 
agthe falke ſaw that the earth began to ſhaks, they w 
wege raid, and durſt nat come nigh the moun . 
taina hat hen they knew it was long of the Pole, 3 
their deunt and dzead was turned to 10p, and thea W v 


began all ga laugh. Therefoze men cught not to be- c 
leens fl teike which be full of great. wazds : fo2 (eus 
men dll sreatirteare where go danger is. 
Of che Wolfe and the Lambe. 
He birth cauletꝭ not a man ſo much to get fome 
friends, as doth the godueſſe whereof-Ewp re? 
hearſeth to us ſuch a fable, al a Wolfe which ſaw a 
Xawbe among a great heard of Goates, the which 
KLanbe (ucked a Goate, andthe Molfe ſaid to him: 
ths —— not thy mather, g oe and ſełe her at 
» fo2 be ſhall nau iſu thee moe ſweets 
ne mn mozs tendexl than the Gaate will: m—_ 


4 ̃ ˙ A ar WW FF * 
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Lambe anſwered him: This Gaatc nouricheth me in 
ſtead of my mother, foꝛ ſhe leaneth to me her paps ſa⸗ 
ner than to any of her oluns chilozen, and pet moze _ 
better it is fo2 ine fs be here among theſe Goates, 
than to depart from hence, and to ſall ints thy thzoat 
and be deuoured. Therefozc he is a faole, which being 
in freezo'ne 02 ſurety, puttsth himſeife in danger of 
death: fo2 better it is co liue herdlpinſurety, than 
ſwertly in perile and danger. 
Ot the old Dog and his Maſter, 

En ought not to diſpꝛaiſe the ancient, noz to 
| put them backe, f. if thou bee young, thou 
oughteſt to deſire greatly ts come to bee old, alſo 
thou oughteſt to pꝛaiſe the acts oz deeds, which 
they haue done in their young age, whereof Eſop 
rchearſeth to vs ſuch a fable. There was a Lozd 
which had a dog, the which in his youth had beene of 
god kind: as namely to chaſe and hunt, and to haue 
great luſt to run and take the wild beaſts. And 
when this dogge was come to old age, and that hs 
coald no moze run, it hapned once that he let gos 
and eſcaped from him a Pare, wherefoze his Paſter 
was wꝛoth and angzy, and in great rage began fo 
beat him. Then ſaid the Dogge vnto him, Py Pa- 
fer, foz god ſeruice thou pelveft me euill + fo2 in 
my young age and p2oſperity, J ſerned thee right 
well, and now that J an come to mp old age, thou 
hateſt and ſetteſt me backe. Remember, J pzay thes 
how that in my poung age J was ſtrong and luſtie, 
and now when A am old and fœbie, thou ſetteſt na- 
thing by me. Thersfoze, who ſo doth any god in 
bis youth, in his old age he ſhall Cs the 
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uortues which he poſſeTed in his youth. 
Ot the Hares, and the Frogs. 
@ N ſay commonp, that as the time ge eth, 
ſo much folkes goe, whereof Etcp rchearſeth 
ſach a fable, that he wich beholdeth the entll 
of other, muſt haue patience of the cutil which may 
come vpon himſelſe. Fo2 ſometimcs as a hunter cha» 
ſed thzough the ficlds and wand, the Hares began ta 
lite fo feare, and as they ran, thep palled thaougha 0 
meadob full of Froagee, and when the frogges ſaw 
the Bares run, they began allo to run and flee as faſt. 
Chen one of the hares ſœ ing them ſo fearfull, ſaid ta 
his fellowes: let vs be ny moꝛe ſo fearefull, ſoꝛ we be 
not alone in dꝛead, but all theſe frogs be in daubt as | 
well as we: thereſoze weonght not to deſpaire, but | 
truſt and hope to liue, and if a little adverſity come 
bpen us, we muſt endeauour to beare it patiently,ſg3 
the time will one dap come, that we ſhall be out of all 
feare and danger. Therefoze in the unhappy and vis 
foztunate time, men ought not to diſtruſt, but eacr to 
be in hops, that a tune of better hap will tome: even 
as peace commeth after wartt, ans fatre weather af* 
ter rame. 
Of the W oife and the Kid. 
Dod child;en avght to keepe the commands» 
Jmen's of their parents and friems, warreef 
F op rebeprſety this (abi following. There Wage 
Goate which þ a0 412100 her young Wd. And hue 
grr teste ber, „ thet the: wouls ms 
dees (0) te bans cater | ome gr alle, Rl 
{449 '8 h@7 paving Bis. yp (rien beimere that of ths 
Muren (2 oo! — 


of Eſors Fables. 


the doꝛe to him. When the Goate was gone, the 
Wolfe came to the do2e + and the Kidde anſwered 
him, oe hence euill and falſe beaſt, foꝛ well I ſ& thee 
thꝛough the hole, that to haue me thou fainef the 
voice of my mother, and therefoze Jſhall 'kepe me 
wel from opening the dwze. Thus god childzen ought 
to mark and lap vp in their hartsthe pꝛetepts of their 
parents. fo many a one is loſt and vndone foz lacke 
of obedience. 
Ot che Poore Man and the Serpent. 

E that applies himſelſe to doe other men harme 

ought not to thinke himſelfe ſecure, wherefoze 

Elon rchearſeth this Fable. There was a er- 
pint which came into the honſe of a pe man, any 
{ined of that which fell from the poꝛe mans table, fo 
the which thing there hapned great foztune to this 


inan, and he became very rich. But on a day this man 


was angry ag-inft the Serpent and toke a \wozve 
note at hum, wherefoze the Werpent went out of the 
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momme tor! Dhet det theu WHIT o: no Wort! 
will baue the toetcfoze kay thy (cite well, Hat ha 
G.w nc thy ſole tebellious unto me. It is not get 
tyercto:ctoza mante put tu nelle un ſubieition toi 
aather , f/f there by he map be auenaed of his aduers 
ſary, 10: wc lo ſubmillcth bunſeife vnder the nugyt 
o ancticr, i youns to doe his will. 
OO; tic Aiſc aud che Lion. 
DIY calicrs bp their high and loud cry, ſup- 
Ipoſe thcrebr to mahe folks afraid, as Elopre 
bearteth uv this preſent fable. There was an Alle 
which ſometune met with a Lion, to whom he ſaid: 
Let vs both goc vp to the top of a mountaine, andJ 
Hall (yew tice how the beaſts be afraid of me: and 
tie Lian vegantolmic, and anſwered the Alle, got 
vt 
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tes malt te ed abests of Ute as 
4s te a Nawk, which fommetiin farnch * 
+ ++ would batte a Nafuity, 0; hold @ der 
7/647 fcalt, the which (houls be kept within a temple: 
450 voto thig (call and (oleimnity, be tutto and lun 
monca all the ſinall Bir ds, to which they came. And 
meant nt as they were all come to the feaſt, and en 
ed into the temple. the Bawke did ſhut the gate, and 
put them all to death one after another. Therefoze 
th sf:blctheweth vnto us, bow we muſt kerpe aur 
(ciucs from all them which under faire ſ@ming haue 
alle heart, fo: thoſe be hypocrites,and decciuers of 
os and the wozld. 
Ot tlic Fox and the Lion. 
, (up- is wcil aduiſed that taketh warning by the 
] Leun of other men, as this fable che weth, of 
Ale a Lien which ſometime fatned hunſclfc ſicke, and 
ſaid: when the beaſts knew that the Lion was ſicke, they 
and 1 would goe all to viſtt andſ& hun as their King, and 
: am incontinent as the beaſts entred into his houſe to ſee 
oa hun, he devoured them. And when the Fores were 
come 
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tome to the gate fo2 to haue viſited the Lion, they 
knew well the fallace and falſhod of the Lion, and ſa 
luted him at the entry of the gate, but cntred not with 
in: and when the Lion ſaw that they would not ente. 
into his houſe, he demanded of them why thep would 
not come in Chen one of the Fores ſaid to him, We 
perceiue well by tis traces, 5ᷣ all thoſe beaſts whit 
hang centred into thy houſe come not out agaim, 
wherefs:c we thinke, that if we Hould once enter in 
wee ſhould come no moꝛe out. He therefoꝛe is tobe 
actounted wile, which taketh warning by other mem 
har ms. 


Or the Aſſe and the Wolfe. 
Aith and truth from an cli mam is ſeldome n 
be erpeZed. Is EH rchcarſeth by this fable, of 
a Wolfe which viſited an Alle which was very 
ſicke, the wolle began to fecie ano tauch hum, and de 
manded of hun and land, My brother & friend, where ⸗ 
about is thy loꝛc - ang the Ade ſaid to him: eucnuf 
that place wycre thaw route ft: andthen the Wollt 
faining to heipe, began ta bite and ſmitehun. Pen 
muſt therefoꝛe ne warc of flatteterg, fox they (ay on 
thing, enn doe another. a 
(2 the e4cceciiog 2d the three Kid. þ 
FJ bai that ic young opt not to mack 4 coe 
teen clers, zahn Deweth by this fable of Þ 
th2ee little Fates which mocied a great Yedge: Þ 
hogae which co betogr a Hofe: and wi en he per: 
teiucd tycir lcormmg, he laid unte tgem, Ab pot Þi 
roles, v wot not whereſe2e J Eee, if pee wilt and 
knew the pectll, ve wonia not mocke mee. There 
foe, when menſec the great and mighty be fearecull, 
the 


** 
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cle lle and feeble ought not to thinke themſelues ſafe 
and ſuce:fo2 when atowne is taken by hazard of war 
the whole countrp about gught to tremble £ be afraid. 


Ot the Man and the Lion 


N Cn ought not te Leleene the Painter, but the 

truth and the deed. Ag men may ſes by this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent Fable, of a inan and a Lion, which had ſtrife to⸗ 
gether, and were in great diſſention, foz to wit and 
know which of them was more ſtrong. The man 
ſaid hee as Uronger than the Lion, and for to haus 
bis ſaying verified, ſhewed ro the Lion a picure, 
_ whereas a man had viccoꝛy over a Lion, and the pi⸗ 
dure of damtas the ſt.ong. Then laidthe Lion vnto 


the man, ik the 1 ions could make pictures as well as 


men, it ſhould be here wowen, how the Lion had bi- 


a toy ouer the reiz and now quath he) J ſhall ſhew 


there the proofe hereof: then the Lion ledde the man to 
a gre't pit, and there they foizght together, but the 
Lion calt the man into the pit, and ſubnutted him to 
his ſubtection, ſaping: Thou man, now knoweſt thou 
well which of vs two ve the ſtronger, and therekoze 
by the woke, the woꝛkman map be knowne. 


Ot the Camell and the Fly. 


| | CT that hath na might ought not to pꝛaiſe him⸗ 
ſelfe, as Eſop theweth by this fable. Jthapnea 
that a Fly becauſe of the Camels haire, leap? 
tothe hacke of the Camell which was loader;, and 
was bo2ne of him all the dap:and When they has gone 
a great wap, and that the Camell came to his Jnne, 
and was put in the ſtable, the Fly leapt from _ be 
e 
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the ground beſide the fote of the Camell ; and the 
ſatd to the Camell, J haue pittp of thee, and an 
tome downe from thy back, becaule J would no mort 
be burthenſome vnto thee. And the Camell ſaid tothe 
Flp, I thanke thee, howbeit J am not ſoꝛe laden g 
thee. And therefoꝛe, of him which map not greath 
hurt, little ed imation is to be made. 
Ot che Ant and the Creket. 
Cceſſary it is foꝛ euery man to pꝛouide foꝛ him 
ſelfe in ſummer, ſuch things whereof her ſhall 
haue nced in winter, as thou maiſt ſe by this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent Fable. There was a Crelict which in the wit 
ter time demanded of the Ant ſome cozne to eat, 
And then he Ant ſaid to the Creket, what haſt then 
done all the ſummer laſt paſt - and the Creket an 
ſwered, J haue ſung. Then ſaid y Ant, Of mp Cone 
thou getteſt none: fo2 if thou haue ſung all the Sum 
mer, goe dance all the Minter. By which we learne, 
that there is a time 02dained fo2 labour, as well asa 
tune fo2 reſt. Foz he that will not worke when he 
Gould, ſhall want when he would not. 
Ot the Pilgrim, and the ſword. 
He eul! man may be cauſe of great perill and 
loſſe ta many folkes, as Eſop rehcarſeth by 
this preſent fable. There was a Pilgrim 
Which by chance found in the way a ſwoꝛd, and hee 
asked of the ſHoꝛd what is he that hath loſt thee⸗And 
the ſwoꝛd anſwered to him, One man alone hath loft 
me, but many a onc J haue loſt. Andtherefoze an cuill 
man map mell be loft, but ere he be loſt he may well 


let many a one. Fo? bp eiull man, map come into 
a conntrep mans eu(s, 


Of 
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Of the ſneepe and the Crow. 

7 One ought to doe iniurie, noꝛ deſpiſe the poze 

innocents oz ſimple ones: As rehearſeth this 
nelent fable of a Crow, which ſet her ſelfeon the 
acke of a @h&epe-And when the ſh&pe had bozne her 
great while, ſhe ſaid to her, thou ſhalt kep thy ſelfe 
gell to ſet thee vpon a dogge. Then the Czowſaid fs 
he ſherpe, thinkeſt thou not poꝛe innocent, but that 
{ wot well with whom J play? fo2 J am old and mas 
icious, and my kind is to harme all innocents, and ta 
be a friend vnto the emll.TWherfoze this Fable ſhew 
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2 Beth, that there be falke of ſuch kinds as they will doe 
WW Eng god woꝛke, but onely let and hinder the innocent 
a Wand ünplle. 

Jed Ot the Tree and the Recde. 


One ought to be pꝛoud againſt his Loꝛd, but ta 


ne humble himſelfe vntohim, as rehearſeththis pꝛe⸗ 
le, 


fo any winde, and the Keede which was at his kat, 
88 bowed euery wap euen as the winde pleaſed. Mhere⸗ 
he upon the Tree ſata to the Reede, why doeſt thou not 

ſtand ſt ill as doe: and the rede anſwered, 4 haue 

not the might that thou haſt, And the Zree ſaid to the 
Rede pꝛoudly, then haue J moze ſtrength than thou. 
by And anon after,there came a great wind which thzew 
m downe the ſd Tree to the ground, and the Reede a⸗ 
es Bf bode vp ſtill. Thus we learne hereby, that the pzaug 
nere trep be aware are ſuddenly thzowne dawne, and 
the humble many times are exalted. 


1% i The cndof the fourth booke, 
1 Here 
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Here beginneth the fifth Booke, whercof the 
tilt Fable 18 ot toe Mule, the Wo. le 
| and the Fox. 


1 En call many folks Aﬀes tat br very (ub 
* tile and wile, and many thinke themleln⸗ 
wiſe, which delerue to be accounted Al. 

as appeareth by this Fable: there was a qu 
which ate grafle in a meddaly ncare a grcat Fay 
reſt, to whom came a J' orc, which de nanded a 
him and laid: Mat art thou - And the Mic ay 
fweccd, Jama bealt. Ind the For ſaid, J doe mot 
ase that of thc, hut Jacke who was thy 5. 
ther 2 an) the ul, anlwered, Pp great father 
was a Þo:ſe. And the For fad againc, J doe net 
aske that, but oneip that thou tell me what is thy 
name. {no tie qui ſatn J know not betauſe J wes 
little wien my father dped: neuertheleſſe fo the 
end that wy nung otid not vec fozgatten, my ft 
ther made if to bee w2itten vnder my left fot be⸗ 
hind, wheretoze it thou wilt know mp name, looks 
vonder my fogte. And when the For vnderſtaod tig 
falchood cf the Mule, he went againe into the foꝛrel 
and met the CQoite, to whom he ſald: Ha milcrean 
beaſt, what doeſt then here - coinc with me, and in 
to thy tants ; ſhall put a god p2ey to fill thy belly. 
Loke in vender meddow, and there thou ſhalt find 
a good fat beat, with that which thp hunger may 
ba ſatisfied, The Wolte went p2eſently into the 
medow, and ſinoing there the pule, he ſaid vnto 
him in {1s montr: Ao act chou: and the 
Puls 
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ule anſlvered the Wolfe, ſaying, J am 8 Leaſt. 
The Wolfe (atdtohim, that is not the thing which 
7 aſke of thee, but tell me gow thou art named. The 
Pule ſaid, J wot nat, but neuertheleſſe, if thou wilt 
nol my name, thou Galt find it wzitten dnder 
ny left foot behinde. Then the Volke ſaid, J pzap 
thce hew it ne, and the Pule irft vp his foot and as 
he Wolfe looked thereon, the Mule gaue him ſuch a 
ſtraunke thers with on the foꝛe head. that almaſt the 
bzaines fell out of his head. And then the Fox which 
was behinde a bow and ſaw all the matter, began ta 
laugh, and mocke the Wolfe, ſaping : Foule beaſt, 
tgou wotteſt well that thou canſt not read, where · 
foze euill thereof is come to thee, thy ſelfe being caule 
of it Foz none ought to take vpon him the thing, 
which he cannot dos, left by ſhewing his 1gnozance 
he be willing to be mocked fo2 his labour. 
Ot the Bore and the Wolfe. 
Here are (ome that pꝛeſume foz to be great per⸗ 
ſons ; and diſpraiſe their ovwnre parents, which 
at the laſt doe become pooꝛe, and fall into great diſho- 
nour : as Eſop ſhewech by this fable. There was a 
Boze among a heard of Swine, and (oz to haue dos 
minion and loꝛdſhip auer them, hee began to make a 
great rumoz aud ſhzwev his great tœth to make the 
othez (wine aftaid: but becauſe they knew him, they 
ſet nought by him, wherefoze he was much diiplea⸗ 
ſed; and went thence unto the heard of Sherpe and 


Lambs. And when he was there he began to mans 


4 great rams, and ſhewed them bis great th And 
when the Lambes heard bim, they were very much 
afraid, and to fa; _ Chen laid the. 

3 Boze 


Nee 
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Boꝛe within himſcife, Here is the place whertia! 
mult abide and dwell, foz here | Chal! be great y wo 
ſhipvod, foz eucry one quaketh foꝛ fearc of me. Then 
came the wolfe thither fo: to haue gotten ſome pꝛey, 
and the lambes began to fle: but the hot e as pzoud 
would not ſtirre hun, ne goe from the place becavſehy 
ſuppoſed himſelfe Lo7d, but the Molke tooke him, 
and bare him into the wobd foz to eat him Anden 
the wolfe bare hun, it happened that he paſſed befozt 
the heard of ſwine which the boꝛe had left, and when 
the boze perceiucd and knew them, hee cxpyed aloud 
and p2ayed then f Gods loue that they would helye 
bun, ſaping, that without their helpe he was hut dend 
And then the ſwine alt with one cerfent, went and 
recouered theu fellow, and flew the Melſe When 
the Boꝛe was thus deliue red, and ſaw himſelfe among 
the ſwine, he began to haue ſhame. becauſe ho was 
thus departed and = from their fellowſhippe, and 
fatd to then, Py bꝛethꝛen and friends, 1 am well 
wozthy to ſufter this paine, becauſe haue gone am 
departed from you. dcr herefoꝛe, he that is well, ought 
ſo to kp hunſelſe. foꝛ many by pꝛide couet fo be great 
Loꝛds, and oft fall tc: by into great pouertie. 


C)t cl c Fox hd the Cocke, 

\F tentunts much ſperch hurteth, as rehearſe 
thts able. Zherc wag a For which came to# 
Cock andſaid, | wald faine know if thou canſt ſing, 
as well as thy father could. And the Cotke (hut his 
eyes and began tocrow and ſing. And then the Jo 
caugit him and carried him away. And the people 
of the taume cid and ſaid, the for boareth awap the 
Cocks, 


a” 
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cke. Then the Cocke ſaid thrs tothe fer, vp Lcd, 
pn5erftaneft thou nat that the propic ſay, tyou bea⸗ 
elt away the ir cotke, tell ta them that it is thine and 
2t theirs. An as the fox ſaid, It ia net pours but 
unc, the Ce ct:2 eſtaped from the for es mouth, and 
ela vp into a tit and then the C2cte ſat ta the for, 


Now thou lic ſt, fo2 J am thcirs and nat thin. And 


then the for begen to hit the carth both with his 
moch ond head ſayeng, Pouth thou had ſpoken to 
much, thou mig te ſt haue caten the Cocke, had it not 
bene foz thy many woꝛds. Thus we ſer that over⸗ 
much talking letteth, ana to much ccowing finars 
tcth weepe thy lelke therekoꝛe from auermanp woz?s, 
leſt afterward if i epent thee. 
Ot the Dragon and the Labourer. 

7 One onatt tore nder euill fo2 good. and ther that 

telpe, orght net o be hurt, a this fable ſutw⸗ 
eth, of a Dꝛagon which was witgin a riuer and as the 
riter was diminthed of water, the D2agen abode 
at the riue r, which was all die, and thus (82 lacke of 
water hee could not ſtit re him. A lohour er oz villaine 
came that way, and demanded of fhe D2zagon, ſap⸗ 
ing: what doſt thon here and the Oꝛagon ſaid, bert 
4 am without water, without the which J cannct 
maæue, but if fhou wilt bing me. and let mne vpon thy 
Alle, and lead me into a riuer. I tall giue thee abun⸗ 
dance of gold and ſiluer: and the villaine fog couetonſ⸗ 
nelle boundhint and led him into the river : and when 


he bad vnbomd him, bee demanded of hun his alas 


ric 02 papuent. The Dꝛagon ſata to hum, becauſe 
thoa hald unbound nc thou wilt bee paid, and be» 


canſe that J am now hungry, J will cat thee : and 
I 2 * 
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the villains aniwered and ſaid, fo: my labotr wi! 
thou eat and dononre me: und as they trinedts 
gether, the for being within the Foꝛreſt, and hearuy 
their que tiomng, came to him and ſaid in this man. 
ner. Striue pe no moꝛc toget ber, foz { will accoy 
and make peace hetwirt you, ict each of pon tell u 
ine his reaſon, lo: to wet whicy of von haue right, 
And when cach of them had told his tale T he for ſm 
to the villaine, ſhow £9 me bo thou va 10undeſt the 

Dꝛagon, that 7 may giue thercst a lawintl ſentence, 
And the villatne, put the D2agon vpon his Alle, an 
hound bim a as he did befoze. Then the for demays 
ded of the Ozagon, held he they ſo faſt hound ag thay 
artnow 2 and the Dꝛagon anſwered, Yea mp br, 
an pet mo2e hard. And the lor ſaid to the villaim, 
bind her pet moze harder, fo2 he that well bindet 
well he can uvnbind. And when the Izagon was faſt 
bound, the for ſaid to the vülame, bearc him againe 
where tho! did ft ürſt binde him, and there leaue hin 
bound as he is n, and lo he thail not eat and d 
uoure the, Fo he that doth cull, ſwall be rewarded 
with call 2 and the; that ocker harme to the poꝛe thall 
haue puniiinicnt fron God. 


Z̃ . ö an. eee 


(, t! E Fox and r! e Cat. 


N {| Aup there be which aduance themfeloes, am 
thin he that they be wiſe and ſubtill,. which be 
{tartc focies and know nothing, as tehearſeth this 
pzcſent Fable, of a for that ſometune met with 
a Cat, to whem bee laid, My Goſſip, God gim 
Per good diy. Ind the Cat ſai, Py Lo2d, God gilt 
Po! gocd lic. und then the far demanded of him: 
gy 
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my gollip, What canſt thou doe + And the Cat ſaid 
unto btn, J can leape a little, and the fox ſaid to him, 
certaincly thou art not wozt+y ta liue, becauſe thou 
canſt oog nothing. And becauſe that ths Cat was an · 


grp at the Forces words, he demanded of the For 
ano ſaid, Coũip what tanſt thou doe: A thouſand 
uno wil es haue J, ſaid the For, fo2 I haue aſacke 
tu l of ſcientes and wiles, and 3 am ſo great a ſchol⸗ 


ler that none can deteiue me. And as they were thus 
taltzing together, the Cat peteiued a Umgit com ; 
ming towards them, which had many Dogges with 
him, whercfoze hœ (aid tothe For, my golip, cer- 
t:ineip I ſœ a Lnight comning hitherward, which 
hath with him many dogars, the which as ve know 
bs our enenues. The fox anſwered, Pp goſſip, thou 
ſpeakeff like a coward, and one tiat is afratd, let 
hin come, and care not thou. And incontinent the 
dogges perteiued the cat and the for, and began to 
run upon them: and when the for faw them come. 
he ſaid to the Cat: Let vs fle goſſip, to whom the 
Cat anſwered : certainly goſſip there is no need: 
neuertheleſſe the for beleeued not the Cat, but fled, 


{ am ran as faſt as he could to ſane hm, and the Cat 


[capt vp into a treo and ſaucdher ſelfe. Now ſhall we 
ſer wie thall play beſt foꝛ to pꝛeſerue and ſaue him⸗ 
iclfc. Wihen the Cat was vpon the tze, che looked 
about hor, and ſaw how the dogges held the lar with 
their teeth to whom the cricd and ſatd, O mp gaſltp 
and (ubtils for, of a thouſand wiles that thou canſt 
dee, let mis now ſee one of them. The fox anſwered 
not, but he was killed of the doages, and the Cat e« 
caped. CAhereloze the wiſe ought not to diſpzaiſe ths 

I 3 ſimple 
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amy'e, foꝛ ſonu are ſuppeſed to by wiſe, and yet an: 
very lwics. | 
t e Goatandt! e \WVolre. ' 
Qt at is fa vie. oght 1 f to arnc himſelfe: 
H gain tie ſcent, eichr-arleth this Cable, ofa Þ 
TT oifc W ich fame ume rannc faſtafter a hee Goate, 
and the bee Gone fo: ta ſo 8 himſcife leapt uponz; 
rocic.ent'e Wolfe beſiegen him. And after when Þ 
they hid dwelled there £ wo 02 thete dates, the Wolle 
began to War bungry, 789 the coat to hare t irt. 
And tyus te cite wen fo; to tat, and the Con 
to t zinke. Anas the Scat danke, he ſaw his the: 
dow in the water, and beheld eng 11s ſhadow, (aid ; 
tin's within bhimſelſe, Haſt thou ſo ſaire legges, fa Þ 
fa!icabcard, an»ſa faire horns, and haſt ſcare of the Þ 
TTlolle 2 If tt happen that he tone againe, J wil 
chai ge hun hes i end Becpe lin well, and he hall F 
haze no cage over me. Aud the TMolfe which te! 
his peace, and harkned what he latd, tooke hin by one Þ 
t his leggta ſayiag this |; what woꝛds be theſe that Þ 
thou dockt ſap brot jer tes Goate 2 And When the goat! 
ſab that he was taken tarbp, hee thus anſwered the 
Wolfe, O my Lend, ſor nothing. haue pittyan me, 
Aunw ell that haucoffended: notw thſtanding. 
the Tol ctogre hem upthe neck and ſtrangled him 
Therctoze it is avcip great fo ly fe; th ofc t ;at ait 
feeble, to nabe any 12 cagantt the mighty. 
(arte Wolicaidtyce Alle, 
Ni Tuc eogyt te Lelccuc lightlp the corncell of Þ 
bum boom hem .cidcth tourt, O£PLEMmay ire 
by f is fa.lc. Sberec bes a Udi which inet 
v.17 an Alle, * oun ber fad, By brot, 4am 
LEngrp, 
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hungary. Wherefoꝛe 5 muſt needs eate ther. And the 
Aſe anſwercd hint right genely: Pp Lozd, with 
we thou maieſt doe what thou wilt, fo2 if thou eateſt 
me, thou ſhalt put me out of great paine: but J pzap 
thee, if thou wilt cat me, that thou vauchſafe to eat, 
inc out of the high wap: foꝛ well thou knoweſt that 
J bꝛing home raiſins from the Tine, and the cozne 
from ih ficlds, alfo thou knoweſt that J beare home 
tze wod from the Fozreſt, and when my Maſter 
will ed:ft. ſoinebuleing, J muſt gae fetch the ſtones 
from the manntaine, and alſo I beare the cone to the 
mill, and arter J beare home the meale, and bziefly J 
was boꝛne in a curſed houre, foꝛ to all paine, and to 
ail labour F am ſubiect: fo2 the which J would not 
that thou ſho'ilbeſt cat me here in the high wap, 
foꝛ the great ſhame that might come thereof to me: 
but J inſtantly require the, that thou wilt hearemp 
tounſell, namelp, that we goe into the foꝛteſt, ano thou 
thalt bind me by the bꝛeſt as thy lernant, and J ſhall 
bind thee by the neck as my maſter, ano thou ſhalt 
leade me befo2c thee into the wand whereſcener thou 
wilt, to the End that there thou maieſt moze ſecretly 
cat me. To this the Wolfe acco2ded, and ſaid, J am 
willing to doe ſo. And when thep were come info 
the ſozreft, they bound each other in the manner as 
is afoʒtſaid. And when they were bound, the Wolfe 
ſaid ts the Alle, goe whither thou wilt, and goe bes 
ſeze to ew the way, and the Ade went bofoze, and 
leo the wolle into the right way of his maſters houſe, 
And when the Woife began to know the wap, hee 
ſaid to the Ade : We goe not the right way. To the 


which the Alle anſwered, My Lozd, ſap not ſo, fo: 
Þ 4 czr- 
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certainely this is the right way, but fo2 all that the 
Wolfe won'd baue gone another wap. Neurrthe 
leſle, the Alle led him to the houſe of bis Paſter, and 

Zs his Haſter ans all his men ſaw the Alle dzaw the 
walfe after him, and would have ent ed into the honſe, 
they tame out with chubs and ſtaues, and ſinote onthe 
Molfe, and as ont of them would hane ſmitten a great 
 froake vpon the Aoltes head, he brake the coꝛd whers 
with he was bound, ans ſohe eſcaped and ranne away 
from them ſoꝛe hurt and beaten. And the Alle fo! 
great iev that the was ſa eſcaped from the Tlolfe, be: 
gan to ſing, and the wolfe which was vpen the maoun 
taine, hearing the voice of the Aſſe, began to ſap fs 
himſeife thou maieſt be merric and glad, but I ſhall 
Kepe theo well another time that thon halt not bind 
me as thou haſt done. Ind thercfozc it is a great fol: 
ip to bclcene the connſcil of him whom men would 
hurt, and to put himſelfe in his fuvieit ion. He that hath 
Heene once beguiled, muſt take heed another time, foz 
he to whom men purpoſe to doe ſome cuill turne, when 


they haue him at aduantage, they u ult krpe them on ; 


tzſure r de. 
Ot the Serpent and the Labonrer. 

He auths?2 of this bole rehcarſeth ſuch ancfler 
fable, and of ſuch meaning as the precedent, that 
is to wit, that men thouid not belccue him vnto 
whom they haue dane cull, ſaping : that ſoinetiune 
un harieſt tine 2 labourer went toſee his goods in the 
7eloes, the which met in his wap a Serpent, and 
With a ſtaffe which he bare in his hand, ſinote t he ſaid 
orpent, and gaue hum ſuch a ſtroake on the head, that 
* amol bew hun. Then the Serpent faking felf 
cifs 
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ſelf loꝛe hurt, hee went from the man, and entred 
into his houſt a ſaid vnto the Labourer, O em/} frzond 
thou haſt heaten me, but J warne thee, that thou ne⸗ 


ner belæue him vnto whom thou haſt done any cuill, 
Dt which wozds the lgbourer made little account, 


and went foꝛth on his wap. It Khoztly befell, that 
this Labovrer went againe that wap foz to eare his 
ground. To whom the 5 crpent ſaid, O my friend, 
wihther goeft thou ? and the tabourer ſaid vnto hum, 
Tgoe to earc and plow my ground. And he ſaid vat 
him, ſowe not to much; foz this peere ſhall be full of 
raine, and great abundance of water ſhall fall. But 
the labourer ſaid, J belceue net him whom JI haue 
ſometime done anp enill, and without woe wozbss 
the labourer went fozth on his way, and beleened not 
the ſerpent, but made all his ground to be (owed with 
as much cozne as he might. And the ſame peere fell 
great ſtoꝛe of water, wherefoze the ſaid Labonr er had 
but little coꝛne, fo2 the moſt part of the coꝛne that he 


hao lowne, periſhed becauſe of the great raine. And 


the nert peere following, as the Labourer paſſcd bp 


the hole of the afozeſaid Serpent, and went to ſal his 


TLronnd, the Serpent demanded of him, Þy friend, 
Whither goel thou: The Labourer anſwered, J 
voc to fow ip ground with cozne and other graine, 
uch as J hope ſhall be neccfſarie fo2 me in tune to 


tonc. Then ſaid the Serpent, Mp friend, ſow but 
litte coꝛne, foz the ſummer next comming wall be ſs 
hote, that by d2inefſe and heate, all the cone ſolune in 
the earth ſhall perifh : but beleeve not him to Wheun 
thou haſt done any cuill. And withort any moe ſpeech 
!'be Labonrer went and thought of the wozds of the 

| ſcrpent 
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ſerpent, and warning that the ſerpent had ſaid (0/4 
deteiue him, he ſowed as much corne and other araine 
as he might, and it happened that the Summer nert 
following was ſuch as is aboueſaid, wherefoze the 
man was begmiled, fo2 he gathered the ſame yerc 
nothing. The next yore following, the ſaid laugy: 
rer went againe foꝛ to care his ground: and as theſer- 
pent ſaw him come, he demanded of the Labourer 
in this manner: Mp fricnd,, whi her geelt theu⸗ 
Then anſwered the labourer, I gac to care wp lam. 
Then laid the ſerpent, ꝙp kriend, ſow not to much, 
ne to little of cone and ot ger graine, ſow betweens Þ 
both: Qcucrtheleſſe, belæue nat him vato whom F 
thou haſt done euill: and J toll thec tgat this peate 
ſhall be moꝛo temperate and fertile of all manner of 
coꝛne that thou ſoweſt. The layaurer had no ſoont 
heard thoſe woꝛrdg, but ſctthwith he went his way, 
and did ag the ſerpent had ſaid, and that ye re he ga · 
thered much god, becauſe of the god dilpoſition al 
the tune. And on aday the lame pere, the Serpent 
met the ſame labourer comuung from harucft, vato 
whom he ſaid, Now ſap mp friend, haft thou not 
found thts vecre great plentp of good, as J told the? 
Uetoze : And the labeurer anſwered, pea certainly, 
1:crcof I thanke the. And then the ſerpent deman⸗ 
ded of him remuncration, oꝛ reward. And the labou- 
rer demanded what be w uld haue, theſcrpent laid, 
J demandof the nothing, but onely that to moꝛrow 
in the mozning thou ſend me a dilhlull of miltze by 
ſome of tip chudꝛen. And then the ſerpent ſhewed 
t: clayonrer the hole of big dwelling, and ſaid unte 
dien, Tell the (ann that he bing the ann 
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but fake herd to that, the other while J told the& 
that thou belencf not him to whom thou haſt done 
ciüll. And anon after, when theſe things wereſaid, 
the labourer went homeward, and in the mozniing 
be tooke his ſonne a diſhfuli of im!ke, and he carried 
it to the lerpent, and ſet it befoꝛe the Hole; and the ſer 
pent came ont, and flew the childe with his venomes 
And when the labonrer came to the figld, palang by 
the hole cf the ſaidſerpent. he ſound his ſonne lying 
dead bpon the ground. Then the labourer began to 
cry with a loud voice, as one full of ſoꝛ rob oꝛ hea- 
uine ſſc laping: Yacurſed# euill ſerpent, venomoug 
and falſe traitoz, thsu haſt deceived me. A wicked 
and deceitfull beaſt. full of tontagigus euill, thou haſt 
fla:!ne my ſonne. And the ſerpent ſaid vn do him, J 
will well that thou know that J haue not flaine him 
ſor:owfully. ne w thont caufe, but foz to auenge me 
of the hurt that thou haſt done to me without cauſe, 
and haſt not ame nded it. Remembzeſt thou not haw 
oft J tare ſaid rnto thre, that thou ſhouldeſt not be 
le ue him bnto whem thon haſt done em? Kemem: 
ver it now that J am auenged of thee. This Fable 
licweth, how men ought not to beleeue oz giwe anp 
credit to them whon thep haue dene ſome harme in 
tune pat. Fo? old hatred is ſone ri naed, and malite 
will not be ſat:sfted withaut working euill. 


Ot the Fox, the Wolte, and the Lian. 


1 J that hath bens endamaged by another, ought 
not to take vengeance by t*c tongue, in giving 
min rious words, betauſe ſrch vengeance is diſho- 
nc, as this pꝛelent fable following ſheweth. ems⸗ 
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time there was a Fox that ate fiſh in a r iner. It ha 
ned that the wolfs came that wap, and when he ſaw 
the for which ate with ſo great appetite, ho began 
to (ay, my bꝛother awe me ſome fill, And the For 
anſwered him, Alag my Koꝛd, It behoucthnot that 
pe cat the releefe of my table. but fo: the woꝛſhip of 
your perſon 4 ſhall counſeli you well. Doe ſo much 
as get you a basket and J ſhall teach you how vet 
ſhall take fih, to the end that vee map alwaies take 
ſomc when ve be hungry. And the Wolfe went into 
the ffrect,and ſtole a basket, and 42ought it with him, 
and the for tooke the basket, and bound it with a cozy 
at the wolfestaile, and when it was well bound, the 
Fox ſaid to the wolfe, goe you into the river, 6 J ſhall 
take heed to the bagket. And the wolfe did as the for 
bad him, and as the wolfe was going within the wa: 
ter, the For by his malice filled the basket full of 
Koncs, any when the bagketwag full, the For ſaid 
to the TTlolte : Eertainly my Lozd, J map no moz2e 
lift, ne hold the Lagket (a full: foz it is full of fiſh: 
and the Wolfe waning that the for had (aid truth, 
aid, Jrender thankes to the gods, that once J may 
es and ſearne the excellent art of fiſging. And then 

he for (aid ta hun. Mp Lozd, abide pouhere, and 
1 all fetch ſome to helpe vs foz to take the fiſh out of 
the basket Ind in ſaving theſe wozds, the Fer 
ran into the fireefe, where hc found diuers men, do 
whom he laid in this manner: Chat doe pau here: 
why and pe idle: Ste vonder is the Malle which 


ate your hape, peur Lambes ano pour beaſts, and 


o he talicth your fl out of the riner, and eateth 
ke. An) then all tho men came together, ſome with 


flings 


a; 
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gings, and ſonte with bowes, and other with ſtaues 
to the riner, where they found the wolle, whom they 
heat antragiouſly. And when the poote TUolfe ſaw 
imlelſe thus opp2eſſed and beaten with ſtrozkes, he 
hegan with all his Crength and might fo dꝛaw, and 


| ſuppoſed to haue carriedaway then, but fs ſtrong⸗ 


ly he dzew, that he pulled his tails from his arſe, and 
very hardly ſcaped with his life. Jn the meane time 
ithappeneca that the Lion which was King oner all 
beats, was ſaze ſicke, and the Wolfe thinking to be 


quit wit) the far, went for to ſee him as his Lozd: 


And when he came there, her laluted the Lion, ſaps 
ing vnto hun thus: Pp Bing A ſalnte vou pleaſeth 
it pou to know that J haue gone round about the 
country and Pꝛouince, and in all places of it, foz to 
ſeke medicines p2ofitable for you, foz to recouer 


pour health, but nothing haue J found good for pour 
kckneſſe, but onely the skinne of Reynard the for, 


fierce pzoud and malicious, which is to pour 
medicinall, but he diſdaineth to come hither and \ 
you, but ye inapcall him to counſell, and when he is 
tome, let his skinne be taken from him, and then let 
hun run whither de will; and that faire ſkin which 
is ſo wholeſome, pee ſhall cauſe it to be bound bpon 
pour hady, and within felo dates after, it ſhall make 
you in as god health as ener pon were. And when 
he had ſatd theſe wozds, her departedfrom the Lion 
and took his leaue but euek he ſtippoſed that the 
for had heard him, and ſo he did, fo: hee was within 
a tariar nigh vnto the place, where he heard all the 
pꝛopoſttion of the TWolfe, to the which he dis peo 
vide a remedy, and great pꝛeſeruation: Foz asfone 
| , 75 
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as the Tlolfe was oeparted from the Lion, the Fot 
went into the fteldg, and in the hah: way he iounda 
great dunghiil, within the which hee put hunlelke. 
And when he ſuppoſed humlelſe to be ocftied and dag⸗ 
led enough, hir ca ne thus arrayed vnto the lodge of 
the Lion, whom he ſaluted as his ſoueraigre Lozd, 
ſaving to hiu m this manner: Sir ding, Go? ging 
you god health, and the Lion anſwered, God (aus 
thue ine \{wete friend, come nzere and file me, and 
after J hatt tell theo lone ſecret, which J wonly 
not that cuerv one ſhould naaa. Ta wo. m tte for 
ſaid in this manner, ah fir King be nat diſpleaſed, fes 
J dim foule ar rayed ans ali to dagted, by reafon of the 
geeat wap which 1 haue gene, ſetting all a yout fo} 
ſo:ue good medicine to helpe pou, wherefo2c it behws 
uet ij ine nat to be ſo nete vour perſon; fo2 the ſtinke 
of the dung wculd grieue pour perſon, and —— 
the great ſickenelle which pou haue? but deere Sir. i 

it pleaſe yeu ere euer 5 cone nœre to your rovall 
mateſty, 4 (ha!l bathe and make ine cleane, and then 
1 that come againe,” and pꝛeſent my ſeite befoze thy 
aobl{e-perion : notwithſtanding all this, let it yltaſe 
thee to wit and know. tl at I tome from all the coins 
tluies hereabout, and from alt the reahn g adiopmnz 
ta this pꝛouince, feg to ſœ 1f z roulc nde ſome god 


medicine needfull fo; thy uckneſfe, and ta t ecouor ti 


health + but cortainelyJ can unde no better coun eil, 
than the counſ eil af an ancient Gzerk uith a great 


long beard, a man of great wiſedome and experiente, 


who told ine that in this pzovines is a wolfe without 
a taile, the which hath loft his taile by vertue ot the 
medicine that is inhin, for ths which thing it ie very 

ne 
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nedfu arid erpedient, that pe N this wolfe to 
come befoze pau, that by him you map recouer pour 
fozmer health: and when he is tame, diſſemble and 
call hun to counſell, and fap that it ſhall be much foz 
his wozlhip and p2oftt ; and ag he ſhall bee niere vnts 
peu, caſt vponhim, your armed fat, and as ſwiftly 
as pe ap, pull the{kinne from the body of him, and 
ke pe it hole, nlp pe ſhall leaue the head and 
fete, aud then let * got his wap to lenke his fox 
tune and fozthwith, when pee haue the ſkinne hot 
and warme, ye ſhall bind it about pour bodie, andere 
long time he paſſed, pour health thall be reſtored to 
fou agatne; and. you ſhall be whole as you were be- 
foze. And then the Fox toe his leaue af the king, 
and departed thence againe vnts his tarriar, Done 
after came the wilfe to ſee the Lion, and incontinent 
the Lion called the wolfe to counſell, and faſtened 
ſoftly his tog: on hun, and aiſpoiled the wolle of 
al his inne, ſaue onelp his head and feet; and alter 
the Lion bound it all warme about his bell, and ihe 
wolle ran away ſkinles, wheretoze he had not enough 
to defend hin from. the flies, which verod him very 
ſoꝛe, and foz the great diſtteſſe that he felt becauſecf 


the Flyes that ate his. fleſh, her was wod, andranns 


bmer a hill vpon the-which the Fox was. And when 
the For ſaw him began to laugh and mocke at 


the wolfe, ſaying aloude, wha act.thau that paſſeſt, 


there with (uch a faire had an thy head 7 and with 
right faire glaues on thy hends, and ſhoes on thy 
tete? Stay, ſtay,d while and hearken what J (halt 
ſy ta thee. When thou wenteſt and cauuſt be⸗ 
Me the Rings Hauſe, thou wert blefley of the Lozd, 
and 


—  ——  ___— TRE 


——— . — 


— — ON 
—— Os 
1 2 — 


126 The htth Booke. 


and when thou waſt at the Court, thou hadſt may 
god words, and god talking ef all the wozld. In 
there foꝛe my goſſip; be it tuill 02 god, thou mut lf 
all paſte, and haue patience in thine aduerſitie. This 
fable ſheweth vnto vs, that if any hurt, 02 endama; 
ged by ſome other, he mulk not auenge dimſelle by his 
tongue foꝛ to make any treaſon, ne foz to [ap of than 
any harme oꝛ hlaſphemp, foꝛ we dineht to conſlder,that 
lh ſoeuer maketh the pit readie for his bꝛother, oft it 
hapneth, that he himſelfe falleth in the ſame, and 
beaten with the ſame rod he made fox ansther. 


| Of the Wolfe which let a fart. 

i ts folly to thinke moꝛe than a man ought fo die, 

fo2 whatſoeuer a foole thinketh, it ſœmeth to hin 
that it (hall be o: As it appeareth by this fable, ofa 
Wolfe, which ſometime roſe early in the mozning, 
and after he was riſen from his couch, he ſkretehed him 
ſelſe and let a greet fart, and began to ſay to himſelle, 
Thankes bee the gods foz theſe god tydings, this 
day Jlhall be foꝛtunate and happy, as mine arſe ſing 
geth tome. And then he departed from his lodging, 
and began to walke abzoad. And as He went on his 
wap, he found a ſacke full of tallew which a won 
had let fall, and with his fot he turned it vpſs 
vownse, ſaying to himſelfc, J chall not eat thee, fo; 
thou ſhouldeſt hart mp tender ſtomacke, J ball fate 
this day moꝛe deliciong and karre better J know it 
well: fo2 mine arfe did ſing ſo tu me. And with thelt 
wozds be went his wap, any anon after he founds 
grbat pore of Baton well falted, which her turned 


voſt downe. end when her had turned and wu 
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it enough, he faid, J diſdaine to eat cf this meate, 
becanſe it would make me dzinke to zoch, fo? it ie 
ſalt: and as mine arſe ſang to me lately, I Hall cat 
this dap better and moꝛe delicious meate: and the 

he began to walke further, r as he catred into a faire 
meddou, be ſawa Bare andher foale with her, and 
ſaid tohimſelle, Jrender thanks vnto the gods, foz 
the gooneſſte that thev ſend nie, loꝛ well J wiſt, and 
was certaine bi at this day J ſhould flad fome pꝛe⸗ 
(1 2tts nrate. Then he cam? ecr? the Mare and ſaid 
eo ber. Certatnely Ter ＋ mne A cat t w child. Ann 
the Dare laid, Doe mp brother what Hall pleaſe 
thee, but fürſt J pꝛap thee doe ine ons pleaſure, 1 
haue often heard (ay, that thou art a god Surgeon, 
therekoꝛe J deſtre thee that thou wilt helpe my fot, 
foꝛ as 7 pall2d peſter day thꝛouah the foꝛreſt, a thoꝛne 
entred into my lot behinde, wyich gricacty me very 
loꝛe, I pꝛap thee toereſoze bete thou cat my fea!s 
to pull the ſame out of my fot Ind the Toole ſaid, 


That thall J gladly doe good £ Outer, Gew me thy 


fot, And as the Pars izewed the Holte ber fate 
he gaue him ſuch a Ecoko berwirt the ice, that he 

was aſtonied ang Tell dat to the araund, and by thig 
mean's was her fee ſaved ! ano a long tune aficr, 
was % TUolte lying vpon the carty (02 dead, and 


when be was come againe — 1 — de, and that hes 


toulo ſpeake, heſaid: Jcare not for ths miſhap, lo: 
well { wot that vet this dap 1 wal vat and be weil 
filled with delicious meat: in Vitering theſe woꝛds, 
he iiteu vp him elfe, ana lo d: — 453, Ind hauing 


wall ed àſpace, he found ( bp £ Dance) a cov le of rams 
f1ting na mcz2Iow, that w — their homes mate 
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and when thou waſt at the Court; thou hadſt mar 
god woꝛds, and god talking ef all the wozld, H 
therefoze my goſfip, be it euill oz god, then whiff 
all paffe, and haue patience in thine aduetũtie. Thi 
fable ſheweth vnto vs, that if any hurt, oz endam 
ged bp ſome other, he mulk nat auenge himſelfe by his 
tongue foꝛ to make any treaſon, ne fo; ws Gl 
any harme oꝛ hlaſphemp, foꝛ we to conſider;thit 
oh ſoeuer maketh the pit readit kor his bꝛother, at it 
hapneth, thit he himleilſe falleth in the ſame, a 
beaten with the fame rod he made fox ansther. 


8 4 Of the Wolfe which let a fart. Rt 
— folly to thinke moꝛe than a man dught fo dee, 
foz whatſoener afoole thinketh, it ſ&emeth to hin 
that it (hall be ſo: As it appeareth by this fable, ofa 
Molfe, which ſometime roſe early in the nio;ning, 
andafter he was riſen from his couch he ſkxetehed hin 
ſelſe an let a greet fart, and began to ſay to himſelt, 
Thartes be the gods foz theſe god tydings, 
day J chall be foꝛtunate and happy, as mine arſe 
gcth tome. And then he departed from his lodging, 
and bogen to walke abzoad. And as he went on his 
way, he found a ſacke full of tallgw Which a won 
has let fall, and with his fot he turned it ups 
vowne; ſaying to himfelfe, I halt not eat 8 
thou ſhoutdeſt hurt ny tender ſtomacke, J ball fat: 
this day moꝛe deliciong and karre better I know it 
well fe: mine arſe did ling ſo tu me. Ind with che 
wozds be went his wap, any anon after he koum 


grbät pete of Bacon well talted, wyith' her turned 
voce done, end when her had targed and tod 
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tt enough, he taid, J diſoatetto eat of this meate, 
becanſe it would make me d2inke to auch, foꝛ it ig 
ſalt: and as mine arſe ſans to me lately, I hall cat 
this day better and moꝛe delicious meats : and then 
he began to walke further, t as he catred into a faire 
meddow, he ſawa Pare and her foale with her, and 
ſaid to himſelle, J render thanks vnto the gods, ko: 
the goooneſle that they lend me, koꝛ well J wift, and 
was certaine, that this day J ſhould flad ſome pꝛe⸗ 
tiꝛus meate. Then he came necre the are and ſaid 
tober. Certainelp ſiſter J mut eat thy child. And 
the Mare laid, Doe my bꝛother what ſhall pleaſe 
thee, but firſt J pꝛap thee doe ine ons pleaſure, A 
haue often heard ſap, that thou art a god Surgeon, 
thercfoze J deſire thee that thou wilt helps my ft, 
foꝛ as 7 pall2d peTerday th2ough the fozref, a thozne 
entred into my ſoot behinde, which gricacty me very 
ſoze, I p2ap thee therefoze betoꝛe thou cat my foals 
to pull the ſame out of my fot And the Tolle ſaid, 
That ſhall J gladly doe good Siſter, ſhew me thp 
fat, And as the Pars chewed the Molte her fate 
ſhe gavehun ſuch a Ecote betwirt the eies, that he 
was afkontea any fell flat to the graund, and by thig 
mean's was her foa'e ſaved : ano a long tune after, 
was the Molke lying vpon the earth fo2 dead, end 
When he was come againe to hiurſelle, and that hes 
toulo ſpeate, he laid: IJcare not fo2 ths miſhap, fog 
wcll 4 wot that pet this dap A hall cat and be well 

filled with delicious meat: + in bttering theſe wozds, 
he uſtev vp himſelle, ano ſo depatiea, And hauing 
walked a ſpace, he found (by chance) a couple of rams 
ting ina meddow, that with their homes | (vote 
7 each 
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each other. Then the TWolfe ſaid within hümſelſe! 
Bleſſed be Gad that now J ſhal! be thꝛoughlp ſatiſfi- 
ed, He then came neere the two Kammes and ſaid, 
Certainly, I ſhall cat one of you. And one of them 
ſaid vnto hun, Pp Lozd doe all that pleaſeth you, but 
firſt you mult giue vs a ſentence of a pꝛoceſſe of law 
which is betwirt vs: Andthe Wolfe anſwered, That 
with right good wiil he would doe it: And alter ſaid 
unto them, Py Loꝛds tell me your caſes, that 4 may 
the better gine ſentence of your difference and que 
ſton. And then one of them began to ſay, Py Lodd, 
This mcadow was belonging to our Father, and bes 
cauſe he died without making any oꝛdinance oz te⸗ 
ſtament, we be now in debate and ſtrife koꝛ the par: 
ting of it: wherefoze we pꝛap the that thou wouldſt 
make an acco2d betwixt vs, ſo that peace map be on 
either fide. And then the Molke demanded of the 
Rammcs, how their queſtion might be arcco20ed ? 
Right well, ſaid one of them, by the wap that J ſhall 
tell thee, if thou wilt hcare me. Me will be at the 
two ends of the meddow, and thou ſhalt bs in the 
midſt of it, ano from the end of the meddow wee both 
Hall run toward pou g he that Call firſt come to you, 
ſalbe E029 of this moddobo, and the laſt ſhalbe thine. 
Nell ſaid the Molfe, Thine aduice is good, and well 
pꝛopoſed : Let vs ſœ now wo ſhall come fit ſꝭ to uu. 
Chen went the two Nauns to the end of the meddow, 
and voty at ence began to runne toward the Wolfe, 
and with alt taeir might came and gaue two ſuch be: 
benen £608, both et once againf both his ſides, 
thad avitio tho take hig heart within itsbelly, and 
there tell goumncrye prope olfe all aſtonted, and the 
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rams went their way. And when hee was come a⸗ 
gaine to himſelfe, he tooke courage, and departed, ſap« 
ing thus bvnto himſelfe, Pet ſhall I this day eat ſome 
good dainty meat. Ye had not long walked but her 
found a Dow and her ſmall pigges with her, andin⸗ 
continent as ſoone as he ſawher he ſaid : Thanks 
bee to the gods that J ſhall this dap eat and fill mp 
belly with goed meat, and ſhall haue gaod luck: and 
in ſaping that he appꝛoached to the Dow, and ſaid ta 
her, Py ler, I muſt eat ſome of thy poung pigges z 
and the pow ſaid to him, Py Lo2d, J am content, 
eat what ſhall pleaſe pou, but ere pou cat, J pꝛay 
that they may be baptized, and made cleane in 
pure and faire water: and the TUolfeſaid, Shew 
me the water, and J will waſh and baptize them well: 
then the Dow led him ta a riuer where was a faite 
mill, and as the walfe was bpon a little bꝛidge of the 
ſaid mill, and that he wauld haue taken a pigge, the 
ow thzuſt the Wolfe into the water with her head, 
and koz the ſwiftneJe of the water, hee mall needs 
palle vader the wheele of the ſaid mill, but God 
knowes whether the wings gk the mill did beat him 
well oz got, pet as ſ oone as hee might, he ranne his 
way, and as he ran he ſaid fo himſeife, I care not foz 
ſa little ame, ſith 4 ſhall eat mo belly full of deli⸗ 
cious meat, as mine a:ſe did ſing early to me. And 
as hee paſſed through the ſtzeet he ſaw ſome Geepe, 
and as the Sheepe ſaw him, they entrsd into a fable, 
and when the Molke cams there, hee ſaid vnto them 
in this manner, God ſaue pou my liſters, JinulTeat 
one of pou, ta the end that mp great hunger may bee 
fully ſatiſfied. Then ſaid thep vnto him, Certainly 

78 4 2 my 


130 The fifth Booke 


wp Loꝛd, rot are welcome to Maſſe, ko: we be cone 
heth ec to Gato a great ſalemnitie, and therefoꝛe we 
drllre pou that you pontificallp would Eng, and after 
the Sertite conpleate and fin:thea, do pour pleaſure 
with one of vs. Che {oe for vaine glozp, fainting 
to be a Porkate, began to ſinz and hawle aloud be: 
foe the tape; and when the men af tye townoheard 
the voarce o! the wolle, ti ev cane into the (table with 
great tines, and ſo land dpon the Qolſe that be 
could hat vip gog neuctthclelle, tg eſcaped and went 
under a great tro, vpoir which tra ſtood a nan 
that hewed downe the boughes thereek. The wolle 
then began to ſigh force, and to make great ſorrow 
foz his cuil hap and ſaid: {4 lupicr. Ho mam 
enils haue had and eſcaped :? But J know it is 
lang of inp lelle and by mine owne meanes and p2ond 
thoughts; ſoꝛ this dar in the moꝛning J found u ſack 
fu.l of Tallow, which J dildamed, and anon after 
toat a pece cf bacen, which J would not eat for 
lars oi arrat tiirit, and becauſe of ſcliſh con: 
ceit: ſa that tic tiuli thet happencth to me, is rightly 
beltgweo. p ba ther was ncacr Phylittan, nz 
& Cach, neither have Jener ſtudiod oz Learned the 
Stiente of PL * — e, toxrefo:e i ters hapned any 
£211 ta ine When © wore haue dzalunc the thozne 
pUt Of thu Parcs fote, it is well umploped. Allo inp 
3'atier ws neitber pateiarke noz biſhop, noz ever 
can ietter tutte bebe, and pet J pꝛeſumecd and 


twice bpen me to dee ltr! fice, and to ſing beſoꝛe the 
Bobs, faminumyſcitea Prelate; but after my deler⸗ 
ang J Was W244 LEWATRLeD : alſo mp Father was ne⸗ 


U,s — It 87 at ine, ANY vet J would take vpcn 
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inc fo be a great Juſtice. But J knew never reither 
g. ne B. and thtrefoꝛe the enili that is come to wite 
is moſt ri ht. O Iopiter, J am Woꝛthy of a verpgtrat 
puniſhment fo2 mp offences. Herd hou now fo mer 
from thy high thlone a lwoꝛd, oꝛ other weepon, wher⸗ 

with J may ſtronglp puniſh and beat iy ſelle by 
great penance, foz well wozthy J am to receiite a 
greater puriſhment. Now the gaod man beinz bpon 
the tree, and hearing all theſe wazds of the TWolfe, ſatt 
nothing. And when the Wolfe had made an end ol 
his ſighings F r complaints, th good man twkehisare 
wherewith he had cut away the dead branches of the 
tre, and caſt. it dpon the wolfe, and it fell vpon his 
backe in ſich manner, that the Wolfe turned vpũde 
dawne with his feete vpward, in ſuch ſoꝛt that he lap 
as if he had bene fark dead. And after he was re⸗ 
mued againe, he loo ned vp toward heauen, and vegan 
thus to cry out, Ma ſupiter, J nowfe wel chat thou 
halt heard my pꝛapytr. And by carnelt loofing tp; he 
eſpied the man which ſafe in the free, and thin 
him to be luyirer, he pzcſenttþ.0ed toward the fozre! 

as faſt as he toud being ver nſoꝛe hurt and wounded: 

and cucr after he became moꝛe meeke and hinttble, 
than befor o de was ficrce and pꝛond. Bythis fable 


A Karree 


e men map ſ&, that many things fall out which a feo'e 
y | thinkethnot on. And it cheweth fo vs, that when a 

er BF little good hap falle th vnto vs, we ought not to refuſe 
it in hope ot becterfoztune : it likewiſe ſheweth that 
3e noc are to take vpon them to doe that which they 
o haue noſkill to doe. _ 
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Of the enuious Dogge. k 

© man ought to haue ennp at other mengga r 

foztune, as appeareth by this fable of an en 

ous dogge which went into a ſtable of Dren, becauſe W j 

that they ſhould not enter in foz to eat of the hy. 

And then the Oxen ſaid untohim, Thou art emil and W 

perucrſe to haue enuy of other mens good, the whichis W | 

to us nœdfult and profitable, fo2 thy kind is not 6 

eat hap. And theis be did of a great hone whichha I | 
held in his mouth. he would not leave it, becauſe of the 
tnup of another dogge being lard bp. This fahle 
therefo:e teacheth us, that it behooueth euerp ont 
kep himſelſe fromthe company of an enmons perſes 


Of tlic Wolfe and the hungry Dogge. 
S 8 


TN be ſome that think to winne. which often 
happen to laſe, foz it is commonly ſaid, that as 
much ſpendeth the niggard as the liberall, as it appes 
1eth by this fable, ofa man which had a great flocke 
of ſher pe, and alſo he had a dogge fo2 ts ktepe then 
fram the Molucs. To this dogge he gaue no ment 
fo2 the great auarice that he had, and therefozethe 
Wolfe on a day came to the Dogge, and demanded 
ef him tte reaſon why he was ſo leane, and ſaid unte 
him, J ſee wc!ll that thou art ready to ſtarue though 
hunger, by reaſon that thy maſter giueth ther no meat 
by his [carcitp, but if thou wilt beleeve mee, J ſhall 
give thee good counſe!}. and the Dogge laid to him, 
Certainly J lacke greatly good tounſell. Then the 
Molfe ſaid te him. T his halt thou doe, Let me take 
a Lautbe, ard when J chall haue it, J ſhall run a- 

| way, 
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away, and when thou ſeeſt me, make ſemblance to 
run after me, and faine thy ſelfe that thou canſt not 
guertake me foꝛ lacke and default of meat, which ma- 
keth thee ſo feeble. And thus when the Shepheard 
ſhall ſce that thou maieſt not run becauſe of thy great 
febleneCe and debilitie of body, beſhall tell thy Lozd 
that thou maieſt not recouer the lambe becanſe thou 
art ſo leane and hung2y, and by this meane thou ſhalt 
haue thy belly full of meat. The dogge then accor- 
ded with the Wolfe, and each ok them did as aboue- 
ſaid. And when the Shepheard ſaw the dogge fall, 


he luppoſed well that hunger was the canſe of it, foz 


the which canſe when he came home he told his maſter, 
and her bnderſtad it he ſaid as a man w2oth 
foꝛ ſhame, J will that from hencefozth pcu give him 
bzead enough, and then euerp dap the ſame dogge, 
had ſops of bzead and d21e bꝛead enough, whersby 
he got — * vigoz againe. It hapned with⸗ 
in a why er, that the Wolfe came againe to the 
Dogge and ſaid ta him, J perctiue well that Jaane 
thee god counſell. And the dogge ſaid to the Wolfe, 
Pp vᷣꝛother thou ſapeſt truth, wherefoze J thank thee 
much, fo; of it I had great ne de. And then the Wolfe 
ſaid to him, Jf thou wilt, J ſhall giue thee pet better 
tounſell. And the Dogge anſwered him, With a ve- 
ry good will A ſhall heare it, and if it be god J ſhall 
doe after it. Then ſaid the Wolfe to him, Giue me 
leauc to take another Lame, and doc thou runne at. 
ter me fo2 to haue it from me, and to bite me, and 1 
ſhall violently onerthzow ther with thy fte vpward 
us he that hath no puilſance and ſtrength, and 
pet natwithſtansing all this, J will not hurt thee 

A 4 beleue 


[ _ 
. 
bY — 


3 


; 
x 


— . — —— . 


— — 9 — - 


— 1 * * * 
* 5 : ur , * ” 
* " . * q 2 & - a .. — 1 
A * 
he ” a 4 
RR 3), 2 A — — — 


154 The fifil: Bocke. 


Jeletcve mehr dlp, end good [734 il hap fo the. And 
when thy anglers ſervancs ſhall haue [rene thy du 
gente they ſhall ſhew thy maſter, how that than 
alt krepe fill well his fold, if thou be well nouri⸗ 
Jed. And then the deage antwered the wolſe, that 
be was content. Ins es it was ſaid, right Co it was 
done, and bet) of thera n mode god diligente: the 
wolfe ranns au With ite La) b and the dagge tag 
after 2 h im, ans bit him fäinclp, and the 
TUgifc ouet⸗chze v the Dore prac downs to the 
ground. Ind wcnn the £ „ benhe⸗ ird ſaw the Wolle 
gine ſuch rohes b; on te Dogge, the Shepheand 
ſaid ccrtatacly loe haue  goov dogge, we mult tf 
his vilezcncr te our maſcer, and tow ht bit the wollt, 
and how be as cutethꝛstune, and pet ſaid certam 
Ip, if he 50 ener meat eneugg, the Wolfe had ng} 
bozuse alvay the La - Sa hi 17 tic Lord Commman- 
ded to giue ham pentp of neat, whereof the dogge 
tool; againc all his * - ithin a while, 
after the TUdgiic came agalne to te Dogge; and 
ſaid bnto lun in ths man der, Pp ͤ brother, haue] 
not gien to ther goo 5d conmſeil - Tn the dogge ſatd, 
Tertancl u Hatt, fo wich 4 than thee. Then 
the — 14 3:di to the 2 . p ir fie wp bzother⸗ 
that thou bt pet gine ine enother Lambe. And the 
dog la dto hin, Cectamnip mobꝛother it may ſuſt. te 
the to haue had two of them. Chen ſard the Waife, 
al the leaſc £39! mn let me Fane en te: np Tayol 
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chte. And the Dogge ſaid. Nay J will not, and if thou 
takeſt it againſt my will, J pꝛomiſe thee, that neuer 
Ater this time thou ſhait cat any moze. And the 
Volle ſaid, Alas my bꝛother, J dye fo2 hunger, tell 
we fo2 Gods loue what I thall doe. Chen the dogge 
ſald to him. J thall conicile thee well ; a wall of my 
maſters teller is fallen downe, goe thou thilfec this 
night and enter into it, à there thou maieftfioth kat 


2nd dꝛzinke at thy pleaſure, foꝛ both bꝛead, Gi and 


wine Walt thou Entc there in great plentp... 


the welke ſato ts the dogge, Alas my brother, beware 


J p:ap thee that theuaccuſe me not, ne deteiue me. 
And the dogge anſwered J warrant ther, but locke 
thou doe thy feat ſo painily that none af my fcllowes 
know of it Ind the wolfe came at might end entred 
unto the celler, and ate and d2anke, at his pleaſure, 
inlomuch that he wared dzunke, and when pe was 
tunic he laid to himſciſe ; CAben the billames bee 
filled vnth meates, and that they be dꝛunke, they ling, 
and wkerefo2e Would not Jung: And anon ha be⸗ 
gan to crp and houlc. Then the dogges heard his 
dor ce and began ta barke andhowle, and theſervants 
wich heard them laid, It is ſurely the Melfe which 
is (nt; cd within the celler, and they altogether went 
hither and killed the Wolfe. TUherefoze, moze di- 
pendeth the niggard than the beuntifull, foz covie- 
taulneſſe was neuer good; ſoz man there be which 
dae not cat and dꝛintze as nature rtquireth, but ne- 
erteelelle, cuerp one ought to live paiidentlp, of all 
uch £0005 ag picaſeth God to ſend them. This fa- 
e Goweth allo ta vs, that no ne ought to doe againſt 
b.sind, as the Wiolfe, which wared dzunke, _ the 
c 
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which canſe he was ſlaine. 
Of the Father and his three children, 
E is not wiſe which fo2 to haue vanitie and hig 
pleaſure , maketh debate and ſtrife : As it ay- 
peares by this fable. There was a man which had 
thze childzen, and at the houre of death he be- 
queathed and gaue them his heritage, that is to wit, 
a Peare tree, a Goat and a Pill. And when the fa: 
ther was dead, the bzethzen aſſembled themſelues 
together and went befoze the Judge, fo2 to part the 
linelphood, and ſaid to the Judge, Pp Lozd, Our Fa: 
ther is dead and hath bequeathed vnte vs thz& By: 
thzen all his heritage, and one ſhould haue as much 
of it as the other. And then the Judge demanded 
what was their liuelphoode: Ano they anſwered ? A 
Pearfree, a Goate and a Pill. And then the Judge 
ſaid to them. Chat he that ſhould ſit and deuide equal 
pour parks, foz the one to haue ag much of it as ano 
ther, ſhould haue a very hard matter to doe, but hy 
pour owne aduice how would you haue it? and then 
the elde ſt of the ther bꝛethꝛen ſpake and ſaid, A wal 
take from the Pear etre all that is crooked and right, 
and the ſecond laid, J shall take from the Pearetre, 
all that is greene and dꝛy. And the third ſaid, I ſhall 
haue all the rote, the pill oꝛ maſt, and all the bzan⸗ 
ches of the Pearetrœ. And the Zudge ſaid to them, 
He that then wall haue the matt part of it, let him be 
Judge, foz neither Inoꝛ anpelſe can vnderſtand o: 
know who ſhall thereby haue the woſt oz leaſt part 
at it, and therefg2che that can pꝛoue openly, that hee 
hath the moſt part, ſhall be the loꝛd of the whole tre. 
Then the Judge demanded of them , how their fa: 


tact 
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ther had demiſed to them the Goate - and they ſaid 
to him, e that ſhall make fairoſt pꝛayer and 
muſt have the Goat. And then the firſt brother made 
big teque ſt and ſaid, would God that the Goate wert 
om ſo great, that he might dꝛinke all the water which 
zunder the cope of heauen, and when he had dzunke 
vovld be pet moze thirſtie. The ſecond laid, A 
hat the Coate ſhall Le mine, fo2 a fairer de⸗ 
1 vefpueſt than thine is J ſhall now make: 
+ 41:12 {at all the Pempe and Flaxe, andall the 
„ {7 1 wozld were made into one thzed alone, 
15-1. the goate wereſo great, that with the fame 
th:c0 5.7 might not binde one of the legges. Then 
ſatis ird. TheEcate ſhall ſur ely be mine, (oz J 
wcuit zat he were ſo great, that if an Eagle were 
at tot vppermoſt part of heaven, he might occvpie 
and taue there as much place as the Eagle might 
lcoke on in height, iength and bacadth. And then the 
Judge ſaid, which of peu th: haue made the ſaireft 
paper, Certainelp neither J no2 any other can gine 
the ivdgement, and thercfe2e the Goate ſhall bt ta 
hm that of it hall ſap the trvth. And tte Pill, how 
was it demiſed bp perr Father tobe parted among 
yeu thꝛee: Thep anſwered the Jur ge, Me that hall 
be the moſt tyar, moſt cuill, and moſt low, ovght to 
have it. The n (aid the elde ſt ſenne: J am met Coth« 
full, fo2 many yearcs paſt 4 haue dwelled in a great 
houſe, and lay vnder the condnits of the ſame, where 
fell vpen ine all the ſovie waters: as pifle, diſh:wa- 
ter, and other filth, that moſt wonderfully fanke, 
inſcmuch that all mp fieſh was rotten thereof am 
mine epes blind, and the durt vader my lecke was a 


laste 


—  ——— 
.* — 


138 The fifth Booke. 


a fat high, and vet by ſloth J had rather abide therg 
than to riſe vp. Tie ſecond ſaid, Suppaſe that the gill 
hall be mine, foz if I came to a table couered with 
all manner cf delicate meats whereof J might eat 
if J would take of the Leſt, Jainſs lotyfull that 3 
map not cat, without one ſhoutd put the meat in 
my mouth. The thud ſaid, The Mill ſhall be mine, 
oz Jam pet a greater lpar, and moꝛe ſiothfull than 
any of vou both, ſoꝛ if 4 had thirſt vnto the death, am 
if J found then mp ſclfo within a faire water vp te 
the nccke would rather die than modue my ſelle to 
dzinke one dꝛop thereof. Tien ſaid the Judge. Pee 
lugt not what pee ſay,f62 nrtithec I, no any other map 
tncil bnder ſtand pou, but the cauſe Jremit among 
yaw. And thus they went without any (cntence, fazts 
A faolith demand, belengeth a {fooliſh anſwer ; and 
thercfo:e then be ſeoles that will plead in ſuch ſort 
one gain avetucr, to; to almalt mattcr belong 
#/msoll pica. 
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beaſts come into the fleld. And the Molke demam⸗; 
ded ot bun what beaſts they were. The For anſwe- 
red, There be both kin and ſwine togetier. Well 
ſaidthe Wolfe, Jcarnot for tyem, let them got, fox 
the Dogs be with them. Son after the For 2. 
on the other ige, and perceiued a Hare which went 
to the ficlds, and he went to his Godfather and ſaid, 
Codfather, a Pare is gone to the fietds. And the 
Wolfe demanded of him, whereabout is ſhee and 
the Fer anſwered, ſhe is by the fo2reſt: andthe Wolfe 
ud, now goc we to dinner: andthe Wolfe with his 
god on went into the Fozreſk, and came to the Pare 
and pereciued a poung Colt by her. Then the Wolfe 
teokie the Colt by the necke, and dzew him into the 
wood and acuourced hum betwene them both : ana 
Wen they Lad well caten, the god{orme ſaid to the 
gadfatpcr, Py Sodkather, J commend peu to God, 
an moch IT thanke you fo2 your good dodrine, oz 
| taugt me well, inſormuch that now J am« 
{n2 now 1 will acc to inp mother. Then 
(ats ts ig goo onne,, Py godſonne, if thou 


ft 2 | thou ſhalt repent tte. fot hon bat not 
nutte, beiter knowet ff ou vet the ſpile* 
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tpoings wo, hp and p;cfitable fo2 us 2 and then the | 


Tacke full of malice anſwercd to him, Nay uerilp 
gaſp, but J vzay the ſell them vnta ds. Then (aid 
"us & ar $6 (0s G.GCKE. EELLGKGEW ee LYEY os L_6 
bett that ener par head, fegt may goe and talke and 
commune among all caſts without any harine 0; 
danage, amd they hall var you beth pleaſe an0all 
ſermce fo them pte Fo; thus it i8 concluded and 
alſo confrmed by the greac temen of Beats, chat 
none bay ſo hardy, fo ber ei ict io any wile none e 


Cer, be &t newer ente a brat 8 fa; the whach gan 


tromngs, 1 pray ther that ito wilt come downe, tr 
the cn that wor dy fling 1 Deen. Linden fe, 
lop, Butt the Cocke knewing wel! te falſnclly of 
the For, ieplicd in this manner, Certainely mp 
Wecker and gov friend, thou haſt bzorgyht date um 

god froings, whereof moze then a hundzed 
times J th ane th& : and ſaring theft wazds, the 
Cocke lift vp bis nec ht and lokt farre ſtem hum and 
the For ſaid, What goſſip, whercabout leoteft 
thou And the Cocke ſaid, Certainely inp B:other, 


Ilſe a couple of Dogges comming hither with open 


mouth, which as J ſuppoſe, come foz to baing vs 
the tydings thon haſt told vs. And then the Fox ſhoke 
fo; feare of the dogges, and ſaid tothe Cocke, God 
be with you my friend, tt is time that J depart hence 
befozce the Togges come ncerer: and ſaying 
woꝛds, be ran awap as faſt as he might; and then the 
Cocke cryed aftec hun, ſaping : Goſſip, why tun 
neſt thou thus - if the prate be acrozded, thou ough 
teſt to doubt nothiag. Ya goſſip, faid'the for, 
doubt that theſc two dogs haus not n 
| cr 


18 


5 


ere eee eee EA &E &- 7 — 


— an oF © WA' 


The Fables of Page. 211 


© cre of the peace. And thus when a beguiler is be- 


-nied, he recemerth the ſalarte oꝛ partment which he 
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ſeife tere tom. 


whach came ts the Carruan to get ſometadat fo; 
deu bones whom Þ. 77 cried. ard if happend, that 
pe nc ww the kat td of them doth mice, andiHde other 


once. and (6 departed. Arte ward when they avis = 


depart he gaue to them « prece of cloth, not 


ded his wines cauſe ; from the fighting of the 
men, it came to their huasbands, with buffets a 
ing of ſtones, ſo long that men ran between? them, 
and after the cuſtome of Nome, both the husbands 
were bzonght to pziſon, bearing enmitie each to o; 
ther, and not knowing wherefoze. The ſaidcloth 
was put into the hands of women ſecretly, an not 
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Merchant of Flozence bought a Yorſe of a min, 
and made his conſent with the ſeller fo2 xxv. Du⸗ 
cats, fo2 to pay fozthwith in hand rv. Ducats, and 
fo; the reſt he would become higdebrer, and the ſel- 
ler was content, and thercupon deliuered thehoxſe, 
and recdued rv. Ducats. And a while after, the ſeller 
demanded of the buyer the reſidue. And he denied the 
payment, and bad him hold his conenant, fo2, ſaid 
the buyer, wee accoꝛded that 3 ſhould be thy debter, 
and if J ſhould ſatiaſte and pap, J ſhould no moꝛe be 
thp debter. ** | 


E E telleth vs alſo that there was a Carrtke 

of Jene hired info France, fo2 to make warte 
ugainſt the Cnaliſhmen, the which Carrike a 
gentleman of France btheld and ſaw, and ſaid he 
would be auenged on him hat bare his armes: wher- 
npon aroſe an alteration, inſomuch that the French» 
man pronoked the Genoes to battaile : the Genoes 
accepted the provocation, & came at the day alſigned 
inta the flelo, without any array oz habilements of 
warre, and the Frenchmancame well appointed into 
the field. And then the patron of the Carrike ſaid, 
Wherefoze is it that we two ſhould fight this day and 
make battaile - Becauſe, ſaid the other, that thine 
armes bee mine, and belonged to me before thou hadi 
them. Then the Genoes ſaid, It is no ne de to make 
any tattaile therefore, fo2 the armes that Jbeare, is 
not thc head of an Ore, but it is the head of a cow. 
which thing ſa ſpoken, the noble frenchman was 
abaſhed, and ſe dypartedhalfe mocked. _ 
& 25902 v3 ONS : 0 


Ls he ſaith, that there was a Phyſition dwel- 

ling in a Citie, which was a cunning man in 
that Science, and had a ſernant, a pormg man, that 
made pilles, after a tertaine foꝛme that he had ſhew⸗ 
ed bnto him: and when this young man had dwelled 
long with him, and could perfectly make the pilles, he 
departed from his Paſter, and went info a ſtrange 
Countrie where he was not knowne , letting them 
bnderffand that he wag a cunning Philition , and 


could give Pedicines fo? all kind of diſcaſes, and mi⸗ 


niſtred alwates his pilles to every man that came fg 


him fo2 remedie. It happened ſo, that a poze man or 


that place where he was, came to him, and complat- 
ned, how he had loft his Ae, end pꝛaied him to giue 
him a medicine ta finde his Alle againe ; and he gane 
vnto him the pilles, and bade him to receine and take 
them, and he ſhould kind his Alle. And the poze man 
did lo, and after went into the fields and paſtures to 
looke after his Aﬀe, and in ſo doing, the pils w2ought 
ſo in his belly, that he muſt nerds goe purge him, and 
went among the reds, and there eaſed him, and thers 
anon he found his Alle ; whereof he being very iop⸗ 
full, ranne into the towne, and declared that by the 
medigine that he had receiued of the Phyſition, her 
had found his Afſe. Tahich thing knowne, all the 
ſimple people reputed him a very cunning man, al- 
beit he could doe nothing but make pils- And thug 
many folkes are oft times taken foz wiſe and cun⸗ 
ning, fo2 he wag reputed not only to heale all kinds 


of ſickneſſes, but alſo to giue medicines to find Al- 


ſes after they were loft, 
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„ The Fables of Poge. 
112 wg in a tertaine tawne a Widdower that 
wwed a Widdow, to haue hex to his TWife, + af 
the laſt they were agreed and ſure together. And 
a poung woman being ſeruant with the ſary 
iddow heard thereof, ſhe came to her Siſtreſle 
and ſaid to her, Alas Piſtrefle, what haue you done x 
gahy, ſaid the ꝙiſtreſſe : J haue heard ſap, ſaid the 
Maid, that he is a perillong man, fog he lap ſo oft, 
and knew ſo much his other wife , that ſhee di 
thereof, and J am (o2ry thereof that pon Gould fall 
into the like caſe, To whom the Widdow anſwe⸗ 
red and ſaid : Cerfainelp J deſtre to die, fo2 here ig 
nothing but ſoꝛrow and care in this wozld. 
This was a courteors excuſe of the 
TUddow. * 
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He. Eſop * him before his Lord for exing 


The Table of the Life and les" : 


Fables of Eſop and ſo forth of — 4. 
ſonce, and Tege the Florentine, 


of the Fig 
How the Goddeſſe of Hoſpitalitie gaue 8 of 
tongue to Eſop, —— was ſold. 't = we 
How Eſop decciued his fellowes by taking the hehe ; 
burden, which (cemed to them rhe heauieſt. | 


Of the ſecond alc of Eſop. 3 
How Exartus brought Eſop inte a Garden. 14 
How Eſep did beare the preſent home to his Mi- 

ſtreſſe. 16 | 
How E fep made his Lady come home againe. 13 | 


How Exantas ſent Eſop to the marker to buy of the ' 
beſt mcate that he could ger, and how he _ | 
nothing but tongues. | 

How Eſp found one that cared for nothing, & brought 
him home to his Maſter. 

How Eſep anſwered his Maſter. ; 24 

How Exenas promiſed to drinke all the water — 


the Sca. 
How Exantzs excuſed himſelſc from his promiſe — 


the counſell of E ſep. 27 
How Exastus found — to beate Eſop. 20” | 
How Exantus found his wife all vnconered, 2a 


Haw Eſep found a treaſure , and how on 


The T ble, 


ſed him to be put in priſon. 31 
How E was deliuered ont of priſon , and how 
— promiſed vato him both liberty and frec- 
ome. 8 3 
How Eſep was reſtored to his liberty by the will of 
his Maſter Exanas. 26 
How Eſey recited a Fable to the Samians of the 
- Wolues that fent their Ambaſſadours vnto the 


Sheepe. - 
How Eſop obeyed not the Samians, but went vnto 
the King of Lindy. cod, 


How Eſop returned to Samie againe. 


40 
How the King commanded that Eſop ſhould be put to 


death, and how he was ſaued. x 
How Eſep, wasbronght before the King, and how the 
King commanded that he ſhould be pur in his firſt 
eſtate anddipnirie. 42 
How Exw the ſonne of Eſop departed from his Father, 
and killed himſelfe. = 45 
How Eſoy made ſolution to the King of Ægypt, vpon 
a queſtion which he ſent to the King of Babylon 
Lycutius. 46 
How Eſep returning into Babylon, the King cauſed 
an Image of Gold to be ſet vp in honour of him. 


49 
. How Eſop was betrayed, and how he rchearſed ro 


the Delphines, the Fable of the Ratte and the 
Frogge. Fl 
How Efopcndcd and died miſerably. 42 
How the Delphines ſacrifice to their gods, and cdi- 
fied a Temple for to pleaſe them Gr che death of 
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T Table of the frft bookeof Elapy Ip 
A 1 

F the Cocke and the precious ſtone. * 

Of the Wolfe and the Lambe. 20 
Of che Rat and the Frogge. xo 

Ot rhe Dogge and the Sheepe. 

Of the Dogge and the peece of flcſh. 5 

Of the Crow, the Goate, and the Sheepe. c 

Ofrhe cheeſe and the Sunne. 38 
Of the Wolfe and the Crane. 59 
Of two Bitches that loged one another, cod. 
Of the Man and the Serpent. 60 
Of the Lion and the All cod. 
Of the two Rats. 61 
Of the Eagle and the Fox. 62 
Ot the Eagle and the Raven. cod. 


Of the Raven and Fox. 
Of the Lion, the wild Boare, the Bull and the Aﬀe 
63 


Of the aſſe and the young Dogge. 64 
Of the Lion and the Rat. 65 
Of the Villaine and his mother. eod. 
Of the Swallow and other birds. 66 
The Table ef the ſecond booke, 
Irſt the Prologue. 
Ot the Frogges and [upiter, 


Of the Doves, the Kite. and the Sparhawke. 
Of the theefe and the dogs. 

Of the Wolfe and the Sow. | 

Of the Mountaine that fhooke. 
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Of the Wolfe and the Lambe. | 
Of the old dogge and his Maſter, - : 
Of the Hares and the Fropges, 

Of the Wolfe and the Kid. 

Of the poore man and the Serpent. 

Of the hart, the Sheepe and the Wolfe. 


Of the bald man and the Fly. 
Of the Fox and the Storke. 
Of the wolfe and the dead mans head. 
Of the Iay and the Peacock. 
Of the Mule and the Fly. 
Of the Ant and the Fly. 
Of the Wolfe, the Fox and the Ape. 
Of the Man and the Weſill, | 
Of the Ox and the Frog. 
The T able of the third Books. 

Oc the Lion and the Shepheard. 80 

Of the Lion and the Horſe. 81 
Ot the Aſſe and the Horſe. 33 
Of the beaſts and the Birds. 83 
Of the Nightingale and the Sparhawke, 84 
Of the Wolfe and the Fox. 85 
Of the Hart and the Hunter. 86 
Of the Goddeſſe les, Venus, and other women. 86 
Of the Knight aud the widdow. 8 
Of a young mau and a common harlot. 8 
Of the Father and rhe evill ſonne. 89 
Of the Serpent and the Flie, 90 
Of the Wolfe and the ſheepe, eod. 
Of the man and the wood. 92 
Of the Wolfe and the Dogge. cod. 
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The Table, 


Ofthe hands, the feet and the mans belly. 
Ofthe A and the Fox. 

Of the —— and the Aſſe. 

Of the Hart and the Ox. 


The Fable of the fourth Books. 


F the Fox and the Raifins. 
Of the Weſill and the Rats. 
Ot the Wolle, the Shephcard, and the Hunter. 


Of ans the Goddeſſe, the Peacocke and the Nightin- | 


galc. 99 
Of the Panther and the Villaines, 100 
Of the Butcher and the Weathers, 101 
Of the Paulconer and the Birds. cod. 
Of the True man, the Lyar, and the Ape. 10a 
Of the Horſe, the Hunter, and the Hart. 103 
Of the Aſſe and the Lion. 104 
Of the Hawke and of other Birds. 1 
Of the Fox and the Lion. — 
Of the Aſſe and the Wolfe. 106 
Of che Hedgehog and the three Kids. cod. 
Ofrhe Man and the Lion. 10 
Of the Camell and the Fly. bo. 4 
Of rhe Ant and the Cricket. os 
Of the Pilgrim and the ſword. 

Of the Sheepe and the Crow. 
Of che Tree and the Reed, 
The Table of the fift booke. 


F the Mule, the Wolfe, and the Fox: 
Of rhe Boare and che Wolfe. 


93 

94 

cod. 

95 
Of the Fallace, the Lion and his — a 96 
98 

cod. 

cod, 
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Of the Fox and the Cocke, 
Of the Dragon and the Labourer. 
Of the Fox and the Cat. 
Of the Goate and the Fox. 
Of che Wolfe and the Aſſe. 
Of the Serpent and the Labonrer. 
Of the Fox, the Wolfe and the Lion. 
Of the Wolfe that let a fart. 
Of the enuious Dogge. 
Of the Wolfe aud the hungry Dogge. 
"Ofrhe Father and his three Children. 
Of the Wolfe and the Fox, 
Of the Man, the Lion, and his Sonne. 


Of the Knight and fits man that found the Fox. 


Ofthe Eagle and the Raven. 

Of the Eagle and che Weſill. 
Ofthe Fox art the Goate. 

Of the Cat and the Chicken. 

Of the Fox and the Ruth. 

Of the Man and his Idoll. 

Of the Fiſher and the little Fiſh, 
Of the Car and che Rat. 
"Of the Labourer and the Piclard. 
Of the Child which kept ſheepe; 
Of the Ant and the Columne. 

Of the Bee and of Jupiter. 

Of the Carpenter and Mercury. 
Of the young theefe and lis mother. 
Of the Man and the Flea. 

Of the husband and his rwo wives. 
Vf the Labourer and children. 


The Fables of eAnias, 
F the old Wemanand the Wolfe. 
Ofthe Torteſſe and the other birds, 
Of the two Creuiſſes. 
Of the Aſſe clothed in the Lions skinne. 
Of the Frogge and the Fox, 
Of two Dogges. 
Of the Cammell and Iupiter. 
Of the faith of two fellowes. 
Of the earthen Por, and the copper Pot. 
Of the Lyon and the Bull. 
Of the Ape and his Sonne. 
Of the Crane and the Peacocke. 
Of the Hunter and the Tyger. 
Of the foare Oxen. 
Of the buſh and the Auber tree. 
Of the Fiſher and the little Fiſh. 
Of Pœbus meeting with the Avariciowandet 
mans pa 
The theefe and the child that wept. 
The Lion and the Goat. 
The Crow that was atłürſt. 
The villaine and the young Bull. 
The Viator, Palmer or Satyte. 
The Oxe and the Rar. 
The Gooſe and her Lord. 
The Ape and her two children. 
The wind and the Earthen por, 
The Wolfe and the Lambe. 
The Fables of Alfence. 
He Exhortation of Sapience and I oue« 
Tote money deliuered to keepe. 


ꝓꝗ—ꝛꝛb . . 7? 


= 
5 _ Fa. 
. ** 
C 17 * * * % 4 
: 7 * a 75 13 * 243. , 143! 7110 . Y ; 
* x * * 
-- 1 , : 7 * 9 S 
Pk * - 1 ' : 
* . 
2 
* a 
. . 


Tn brit invendiga ofa bauen gien pos- dark 


and obſcure cauſe. 179 
The ſentence giuen vpon the toney which was 
found. 1 185 2 
The faith of three fellowes. 184 
Of the Labourer and the Nigbringall. 185 
Of the Rhetorician and the crooke- backed. 187 
Of the diſciple and the ſueepe. 188 
The Wolfe, the Fox, and the cheeſe. 190 
The husband,themorher, and the wife. cod. 
Of che old harlot or bawde. cod. 
The blind man and his wife. 153 
The Taylor, the Steward and his ſetu ints. 194 
be Fables of Page the Floremine. 7 
He ſubtiltie of the — for to deceiue her hus- 
band. J — 
Ot the Woman and che hypocrite. 


Of N woman which accuſed her RS, of 
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gc and hawking. 68 
Tbe recitation of ſome monſters. 204 


3 Parſon, the dogge and the Biſhop. 5206, 
Olthe Fox, the Cocke, and che Dogges. 207 
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